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Victims, {from left) Juanita Mott, Lucy Partington, Charmaine West, Cared Ann Cooper, Shirty Ann Robinson Therese Siegenthaler, Heather West, Lynda Carol Gough, Shirley Hubbard and Alison Jane Chambers 

How many more did they kil 

Ten life sentences for Rosemary West as police name other possible victim 



WILL BENNETT 

Rosemary West was sentenced 
to spend the rest of her life in 
jail after the jury at Winchester 
Crown Court decided yesterday 
that she was guilty of 10 mur- 
ders, including the killing of her 
daughter and stepdaughter. 

But Rosemary and Frederick 
West's murderous tally does 
not end there. 

Frederick West probably 
killed more than 30 women, 
sometimes alone but 
often in a deadly partnership 
with he wife. Together they were 
Britain's biggest serial killers. 

As soon as the sentences 
were handed down by Mr Jus- 
tice Man tell, there were im- 
mediate calls for an inquiry 
into how the pair could have 
operated under the noses of the 
authorities for so long. It is 
believed that West was visited 
by police and social service 
officers on around 60 separate 
occasions. 

Gloucestershire Police de- 
fended their record. “Hind- 
sight is a wonderful thing," said 
-Detective Superintendent John 
Bennett who led the West mur- 
der inquiry. 

The trial ended dramatical- 

with a shout of “hooray” from 
e public gallery, as the seven 
remaining verdicts were an- 
nounced by the male jury 
foreman yesterday. Rosemary 
West aged 41, had been found 
guilty of three murders on Tues- 
day. 

Sbe showed no emotion as 
the judge told her “On each of 
the ten counts of murder on 
which you have been unani- 
mously convicted by the jury, the 


£ 


sentence is one of life 
imprisonment “ 

“If attention is paid to what 
I think, you will never be re- 
leased,” he said before telling 
prison warders: “Take her 
down.” She will serve her sen- 
tence in the women's wing of 
Durham maximum security jaD, 
which also houses Myra 
Hindley. 

Throughout the 31-day trial, 
she had denied murdering the 
ten girls and young women 
whose remains were found at 25 
Cromwell Street Gloucester, 
and at the Wests* previous 
home in the city. 

The prosecution alleged that 
she had been involved “up to 
her neck” with her husband in 
the kfllingp. Seven of the victims 
had been stripped, tied up, 
1 and kept alive for days 
3e they were sexually abused. 

But she said she knew noth- 
ing about the murders, which 
she blamed on her husband. 
Frederick West confessed to 1 1 
of the 12 murders with which he 
was charged. He committed 
suicide in his cell at Winson 
Green Prison, Birmingham, on 
New Year’s Day. . . 

On Tuesday, the jury of sev- 
en men and four women 
convicted Rosemary West of 
murdering her eldest daughter. 
Heather, her stepdaughter, 
Charmaine West, and Shirley 
Robinson, a lodger who was 
pregnant by her husband. 


Yesterday, after more than 12 
hours of deliberation and hav- 
ing spent two nights in a hotel, 
the jury convicted her of mur- 
dering Lynda Gough, Carol 
Cooper, Lucy Partington. 
Therese Siegenthaler, Shirley 
Hubbard, Juanita Mott and 
Alison Chambers. They all met 
a terrifying end as sexual slaves 
in the Cromwell Street cellar. 

Convictions on the seven 
murder counts given yesterday 
had depended entirely on the 
discovery of the remains at 
Cromwell Street and “similar 
fact” evidence thal the Wests 
had used gags and bindings in 
sexual assaults on three women 
who survived. 

The jury returned at 12.25pm 
yesterday to ask the judge 
whether the absence of direct 
evidence against Rosemary 
West was an obstacle to guilty 
verdicts. He told them it that 
need not be. provided that they 
drew the same inferences from 
the evidence as had the prose- 
cution. 

At 1152pm they returned 
with seven unanimous guilty 
verdicts. In the public gallery 
Anne-Marie Davis. Rosemary 
West’s stepdaughter, who was 
sexually abused by both the 
Wests, clasped her hands to- 
gether as in prayer. Afterwards 
Leo Goaliey. Rosemary West’s 
solicitor, said: “My client is to- 
tally devastated. She wept un- 
controllably after hearing the 
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The horror and anguish repealed, pages 2-6 
Leading article, page 22 
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verdicts of the jury. She con- 
tinues to maintain her inno- 
cence and retains the love and 
support of her children." 

Mr Goatley said that she 
would still fight the verdicts and 
thiit: “We are actively pursuing 
an appeal on her behalf." 

He condemned (he media for 
approaching witnesses for their 
slorics. “Freedom of expression 
and the right of the public to 
know does not include the in- 
trusive press activity that has 
blighted these proceedings." 

Joan Owen, mother of Alison 
Chambers, whose remains were 
found under the patio at 
Cromwell Street, said: “1 am 
grateful that everyone in the 
country and the warid knows ex- 
actly what those people did." 

Kathryn Halliday, a key wit- 
ness in the (rial, who had 
described how she had an in- 
creasingly violent lesbian rela- 
tionship with Rosemary West, 
said: “She is an evil woman. She 
should never come ouL" 

Gloucestershire Police 
defended their record even 
though they failed to connect a 
sexual assault by the Wests on 
Caroline Owens in 1972 with the 
disappearance of Lynda Gough 
a few months later. The force, 
which spent £1.7m on the case, 
was commended tty the judge 
for its “meticulous” inquiries. 

A report by The Bridge, an 
independent child care consul- 
tancy, highlighted mistakes 
made by health and social ser- 
vices. It also criticised the 
NSPCC for losing a crucial fUc. 
The NSPCC said thal it "bitterly 
regretted" not having taken 
the case referred to it more se- 
riously. 
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Names of the girts and women who passed through the Wests' home and have yet to be accounted for 


Call for inquiry into social services 
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RHRICIA WYNN DAVIES 
AND COUN BROWN 

A public inquiry should be held 
into (he repeated failure of lo- 
cal agencies to uncover the 
nightmare at the West home in 
Gloucester, Douglas French, 
MP for the city, said last night 

The MP said the failures 
“trouble me very deeply. It is at 
the very heart of the matter. "A 
personal distress hotline to en- 
sure future abusers were never 
allowed again to practise evil 
with such impunity should be es- 
tablished, he said. 

“The total amount of infor- 
mation spread among the dif- 
ferent agencies -social services, 
police, health and education - 
would have been sufficient to set 
the alarm bells ringing. The 
problem was that no siaglc 
agency had all the informa- 
tion.” 


Mr French said a key lesson 
from the tragic events was that 
incoming information must be 
collated at one point. “There 
could be an equivalent to the 
999 call - a personal distress 
hotline, say 666, thal went 
across the country." 

Had such a system been in 
operation, it was possible thal 
some of the murders could 
have been avoided, the MP 
said. 

The official report by the 
Bridge consultancy catalogued 
a senes of failures, including a 
failure to share information, but 
said that no child protection sys- 
tem in Britain could have pre- 
dicted the catalogue of 
murders. Mr French said his 
hotline suggestion, and a dis- 
cussion about its practical im- 
plementation, should be raised 
in a public inquiiy to bring to- 
gether all the expert opinion 


about the prevention of abuse. 

The Government was, how- 
ever, damping down expecta- 
tions of any fullscalc inquiiy. A 
Government source said: “It’s 
vety hard to lay down guidelines 
to deal with sex-mad killers 
who arc very good at covering 
(heir tracks." It was pointed out 
that the first case involving the 
Wests look place before the 
Maria Colwell inquiry, after 
which new procedures were 
put in place for the police (o in- 
form social services of suspect- 
ed abusers. 

But there was concern 
among MPs. Peter Temple- 
Morris, Tory MP for Leomin- 
ster, said: “It needs to be 
examined now we have got this 
trial over with. The fact thal 
such a large number of murders 
took place in the area, and that 
it was not discovered sooner, is 
a cause for concern. We will 


need to learn any lessons 
from iL" 

Jack Straw, the shadow home 
secretary, said: “This was an ap- 
palling case almost beyond be- 
lief, and there will obviously 
need to be lessons to be learned 
about how so many people can 
go missing." 

Peter Luff, Tory MP for 
Worcester, from where one of 
the victims came, said: “If mis- 
takes have been made, proce- 
dures will have to be reviewed 
urgently. There should be no ex- 
cuses for any failures.” 

But Sir Ivan Lawrence QC, 
Tory chairman of the cross- 
party home affairs select com- 
mittee, said: “Social services 
always take a hammering when 
something goes wrong like this, 
but theyaisa lake a hammering 
when they do too much to in- 
terfere in the lives of individual 
families." 


IN BRIEF 


Bosnia peace hurdle 

The Bosnia peace plan hit its 
first obstacles yesterday as se- 
nior Bosnian Serbs denounced 
it as a “big mistake™. General 
Ralko Mladic and Radovan 
Karadzic, meanwhile, ke pt 
silent in the face of war crimes 
alle ga tions. 18, 19 

Turned off by poetics 

Britons are apathetic about 
politics, strongly punitive to- 
wards criminals, and want high- 
er taxes for the rich, according 
to a new survey. . 

£2nKHtoy delay 

The Ministry of Defence was at- 
tacked by MPs for delays in a 
building project that cost the 
taxpayer £2m a week. Page 10 


Forte battles against Granada bid 


MATHEW HORSMAN 
AND JOHN SHEPHERD 

Sir Rocco Forte, Britain's most 
famous hotelier, was last night 
desperately fighting off an un- 
wanted bid from Granada, de- 
spite the prospect of personally 

gaining £S0m from the deal. 

In one of the largest hostile 
takeovers mounted in Britain, 
Granada is offering £3.1bn for 
Forte, the largest British hotel 
operator, whose flagship is the 
Grosvenor House in London’s 
Park Lane. The Forte family 
stands to gain about £250m for 
its stake if the bid succeeds. 

Granada, best known as pro- 


ducers of the hit television se- 
ries Crocker, Prime Suspect and 
CoromBum Street, said tbe Forte 
business was badly managed 
and could be turned around. 
Gerry Robinson, head of 
Granada, said some of the ho- 
tels would be sold, raising as 
much as£500m. 

Forte went on the defen- 
sive, advising shareholders to re- 
ject fhe bid, which “totally fails 
to recognise tile value of forte”. 
Sir Rocco, a workaholic and for- 
mer playboy, attacked Mr Rob- 
inson’s “audacious” move. “He 
knows nothing about this busi- 
ness. He’s not saying anything 
new. There are huge profit im- 


provements available to us.” 

Mr Robinson, who works at 
an easier pace, declaring most 
work to be “a waste of time”, 
said his company was “finan- 
cially and managerially ready” 
for the challenge of taking on 
the Forte properties. The com- 
pany has a large rentals, televi- 
sion and catering business, but 
its hotels operations to date 
have been limited to sites on 
motorway services areas. 

Insiders at Forte suggested 
Granada did not have the man- 
agerial ability to run an in- 
ternational hotels business. 
Recently the industry has been 
one of the most affected tty the 


recession, resulting in sharply 
lower hotel-room charges and 
strangled profits for the main 
operators. 

Mr Robinson denied his 
team lacked the necessary man- 
agerial credentials and experi- 
ence. “1 didn't know anything 
about television, either, before 
1 joined Granada,” he said. 

Granada runs Granada and 
the London Weekend Television 
franchises and has 27 service 
sites along main roads and mo- 
torways. It is also one of the two 
largest electronics rentals 

B ps and is a BSkyB share- 
er. Granada’s own televi- 
sion interests have expanded 


considerably in recent years, 
largely through the hostile 
takeover of LWT in 1993. 

Analysis were expecting a 
higher offer from Granada in 
coming days, and said it might 
even have to pay as much as 
£3.9bn to succeed. They said a 
rival offer was unlikely. 

The Forte dynasty, page 8 
Vicious tattle, page 24 
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JASON BENNETTO 
and WILL BENNETT 

The police's failure to link a se- 
ries of vital clues allowed Fred- 
erick and Rosemary West to 
continue their murdering spree 
for more than 20 years. 

Gloucestershire IY»lice force 
yesterday defended its actions 
despite being told that one of 
the Wests' visitors had disap- 
peared in 1973 and having ear- 
ned out several drug raids at 25 
Cromwell Street, Gloucester, 
during the same period. 

Furthermore, West was well 
known to the police and is un- 
derstood to have been inter- 
viewed by them on dozens 
occasions before being arrest- 
ed for murders. The police bad 
also been aware of the Wests' 
taste for sexual violence since 
the early 1970s. Yet it look un- 
til last year before detectives fi- 
nally stopped the killings that 
were carried out just a few 
minutes' walk from the main po- 
lice station in Gloucester. 

Following yesterday's verdict 
Tony Butler, the Chief Consta- 
ble of Gloucestershire, argued 
that in the 1970s there were far 
fewer checks and co-operation 
between the social services and 
the police was limited. “In 1995 
it would be diffcrcnLT he said. 

The key events, which if fol- 
lowed up couid have snared the 
Wests two decades ago, began 
in 1972, when Caroline Owens, 
the couple's former nanny, told 
police that she bad been sexu- 
ally assaulted by the Wests af- 
ter they had kidnapped her 
while hitch-hiking. In January 
1973. the couple pleaded guilty 
to assault and indecent assault 
and were each fined £50. 

Frederick West raped her 
during the attack but police dis- 
suaded Mrs Owens, then 17, 
from pressing this charge. Of- 
ficers said that she would face 
a cross-examination and the 
court would hear that she had 
had sex with two lodgers at 25 
Cromwell Street. 

Mrs Owens said: “The police 
said 'you slept with so and sc, 
you did this, you did that*, it 
made me fed realty ashamed of 
myself. The police treated me 
really badly. They put me off go- 
ing to court as well. I decided 
to cover it all up." 

Mr Butler, said because Mis 
Owens knew the Wests and 
was not a child, so there was no 
need to inform the social ser- 
vices at the time. In line with 
Gloucestershire’s policy the 
files from this case were later 
destroyed by the police and with 
them all details of the attack, 
which may have helped to link 
West with later incidents. 

West was well known to the 
police at the time and was 
jailed a number of times, be- 
ginning in 1969 for non-pay- 
ment of fines. The following 
year, he was imprisoned for nine 


months for motor offences and 
theft. 

Three months after the 
Owens court case came the 
second vital clue. Lynda Gough, 
19, went missing from her 
Gloucester home. Her mother, 
June, made inquiries and dis- 
covered that she had been vis- 
iting the Wests. When she went 
to Cromwell Street a man and 
a woman told her she bad left 
The woman was wearing Lyn- 
da’s slippers and some of her 
dothing was on the washing line. 
Mrs Gough contacted a friend 
who w3s a police officer and tdd 
of her concern. The officer lat- 
er told detectives that a missing 
persons' notice was filed. How- 
ever. Qolhing happened and 
no link was made wtth the ear- 
lier court case. 

Gloucester police said yes- 
terday that it had no record of 
Lynda Gough having been re- 
ported missing. Astonishingly, 

it was about this time that a sep- 
arate section of the police force 
was regularly raiding 25 
Cromwell Street. The Drugs 
Squad made up to six surprise 
visits to the house in 1972-73 af- 
ter being told that some of the 
lodgers were smoking cannabis. 

Tragically they could never 
have known that while they 
searched for drugs Lynda 
Gough was probably already 
dead and buriediust feet away. 
It was almost 20 years before 
police returned: this lime as part 
of a child abuse investigation. 
In 1993, West was charged with 
raping and buggering a 13- 
year-old girl and Rosemary 
with inciting him. 

However, the case was halt- 
ed after two key witnesses re- 
fused to give evidence. Police 
were unaware of the 'Wests’ pre- 
vious convictions for sexual as- 
sail! t because the official 
records had been destroyed. 

But during the inquiry. De- 
tective Constable Hazel Savage 
became increasingly suspicious 
about the disappearance of the 
Wests' eldest daughter. 
Heather, who had not been seen 
since June 1987. Her inquiries 
eventually led to the pofce vis- 
iting 25 Cromwell Street on 24 
February 1994. At the time 
they thought they were only 
looking for the remains of 
Heather West, but were soon to 
discover the full horror hidden 
in the West home. 

Detective Superintendent 
John Bennett, who headed the 
murder inquiry, yesterday de- 
scribed the Wests as “Jekyll and 
Hyde" characters. Asked 
whether the police should have 
stopped the Wests years ago, he 
said: “Hindsight is a wonderful 
thing. You have to look al these 
things in light of what was hap- 
pening in the 1970s and not tiy 
and look at them with 1990s val- 
ues ... added to the excuses the 
Wests were able to make. They 
were very clever." 








Called to account: Gloucestershire’s Chief Constable, Tony Butler (left), and Jeff James (right), chief executive of .the health authority, answer questions Photographs: Dillon Bryden 

Agencies failed to heed ‘warning bells’ 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

Education, health, social ser- 
vices and the National Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children all failed to spot what 
was happening in the West 
household despite a range of 
contacts over more than 30 
years, an independent review of 
the agencies involved said yes- 
terday. 

That came despite Chair- 
maine and Anne Marie being 
placed with foster parents five 
times between 1965 and 1970 
when the first of West’ s murders 
occurred; despite a string of hos- 
pital contacts; a reference to the 
NSPCC in 1989; and the dis- 
appearance of Cbannaine when 
an eight-year-old schoolgirL 

The explanation that she bad 
simpty moved back to her nat- 
ural mother was accepted 


Bridge report: ‘Web of deceit’ fooled professionals over 30 years 


“without question", the report 
from the independent Bndge 
consultancy said. 

In 1987, West told a school he 
had “laid out" a child - an in- 
cident of abuse which should 
have been reported to social 
services. In March 1989, the 
school did contact the NSPCC 
about “physical abuse". When 
contacted, the teenager made 
no complaint 

In May, the society was told 
the child had been hit with a 
mallet - an injury recorded in 
hospital notes as “finger hit with 
sledge hammer". But NSPCC 
notes say a satisfactory expla- 
nation was given. At the same 
time, and unknown to the 
NSPCC, a paediatrician was in- 
vestigating child protection is- 
sues. To compound the 


NSPCC’s embarrassment, the 
file on the case has gone miss- 
ing - shredded or stolen after 
the 1992 child abuse inquiry 
which put the youngest children 
into care and eventually led to 
the murder inquiry. 

Jim Harding, chief executive 
of the NSPCQ said we “bitter- 
ly regret that we didn't take a 
different approach" and there 
were important lessons to be 
learnt. The society informed 
neither the health or soda! ser- 
vices about the case. 

The inquiry says it is “quite 
remarkable" how the West fam- 
ily managed for 30 years to 
bypass the child protection sys- 
tem. But in the early 1970s only 
minimal child protection sys- 
tems existed and even with the 
benefit of hindsight no child 


protection system in the UK 
could have predicted that the 
case involved serial killings. 

Between 1965 and 1970, 
Channame and Anne Marie 
were in an out of care, but at 
West's request When the chil- 
dren were visited at home, 
Gloucestershire social services 
say, there was no sign of abuse. 
“The Wests were regarded as 
just another poor family strug- 
gling against the odds.” 

The children were discharged 
back to the care of West and 
Rosemary, herself onty 16 and 
just our of care. But Fred said 
Rena had returned. The case 
was dosed. 

Social services then bad no 
contact until 1988 when Arthur 
Dobbs, who had paid Rosemary 
for sex, contacted social services 


after she told him West was hav- 
ing sex with the children. But he 
made an anonymous call, and 
said only that the children were 
being left alone. The file on that 
case has also been lost. 

Michael Honey, Gloucester- 
shire's chief executive, said yes- 
terday that no-one told sodal 
services about abuse until 1992 
-when within 48 hours the chil- 
dren were taken into care. 

The Bridge report says those 
involved should be commend- 
ed as it would have been easy 
to dismiss the children's talk of 
Heather being buried under 
the patio as bizarre “fantasy" . 

“We must resist judging the 
events of 10, 20 and 30 years ago 
... with the benefit of hind- 
sight," Mr Honey said. Today, 
the “warning bells" in the West 


case would be beard, be said. 
These included the Wests con- 
victions in 1972 when they tied 
up and sexually assaulted Car- 
oline Owens, 17, their former 
nanny. But the Wests were 
fined only £50 and the case was 
not referred to social services. 

In addition, between 1972 
and 1992, the eight children 
from the West family we*p 
treated 31 times in casualty - a 
rate the Bridge report says was 
not unusual. 

However, hidden in the mass 
of notes were “worrying signs” 
- several family members had 
thrush and one child had gon- 
orrhoea, another was taken in 
with scratching to the breast. 
And in 1980 Anne Marie was 
admitted, age 15. carrying what 
is now known to be West’s baity 
and with an ectopic pregnancy. 
The father, however, appeared 
a “caring and attentive parent". 


Vengeful masses celebrate 
the exorcism of a banal evil 


Media deals prompt new 
look at contempt laws 


Rosemary West, a hopeful gold 
cross at her throat, was impas- 
sive, even when the judge told 
her “If attention is paid to what 
I think, you will never be re- 
leased." 

And suddenly she was gone. 
After eight weeks the whole 
show was over in four minutes. 
There were no judicial lectures 
on evil, nothing. 

The very air of the courtroom 
seemed stunned by the brevity 
of the moment. I doubted the 
evidence of my ears. Was that 
it? It was. An evil had been ex- 
orcised. We couid all go home. 
Winchester subsided. There 
was nothing more to be said. 

Previously jovial, Mr Justice 
Maniell’s manner bad hard- 
ened on the final day. When, at 
12210. the jury returned to ask 
two questions about the lack of 
direct evidence in the case, he 
spoke with a new impatience. 

But the questions came as a 
relief to the rest of us. Some- 
thing had at last shifted inside 
the jury room. "Back before 
lunch," we said confidently. 
And they were - at 1253 - to 
find Rosemary guilty of the re- 
maining seven charges. 

Nobody has said that the 
story of Rosemary and Fred 
West exposed a culture in de- 
cay. That's what they said about 
the murder of Jamie Bulger. 
Nobody has seriously claimed 



BRYAN APPLEYARD 


that the West case offered a 
unique insight into the nature 
of evil. That’s what they said 
about the Moors murders. 

They say neither of those 
things because the West atroc- 
ities were peculiarly ordinary. 
They happened in a nondescript 
house in a nondescript street. 
They involved “kinky" sexual 
practices that, though often 
called bizarre, are, in fact, ab- 
surdly familiar . Even the details 
of the case - the concreting of 
the cellar, the patio- bad a cosy 
DIY ring to them. This was evil, 
certainly, but it was evil at its 
most thoroughly banal. 

Perhaps that is why the at- 
mosphere in the court in this fi- 
na ( week was so subdued. Sure, 
fatigue had set in alter eight 
weeks. But there was more to 
it than that. There was a deep- 
er feeling of routine, a sense of 
the familiar absurdity of it all - 
even of the most gruesome de- 
tails - a sense, tasteless as it may 
seem, of comedy. 


There was comedy in the 
bulky figure of Rosemary in her 
predictably smart clothes and 
with her weirdly glossy, pre- 
dictably brown hair. One who 
knew her had even been heard 
to say she was “a lot of fun”. 
There was comedy in the spec- 
tacle of the law in all its pom- 
posity murmuring about the 
arcane variations of sexual de- 
sire. And there was comedy in 
the way snooty Winchester con- 
fronted its accidental notoriety. 

But of course, this was all re- 
ally about unfunny, dismem- 
bered bodies. The comedy and 
the pomp were just different 
ways of dealing with this un- 
palatable absolute. The Wests’ 
fantastic ruthlessness subverted 
one’s sense of what was normal 
and so the hacks laughed and 
the lawyers murmured - doing 
what is normal with abnormal 
intensity to distance themselves 
from these extremities. 

The contrast was almost too 
much to bear. Looking at Rose- 
mary, 1 found it hard to believe 


in the simple fact of her ap- 
pearance. It seemed impossible 
that all she bad done was not 
branded on her exterior. Sure- 
ly such depravity should leave 
some clear mark, or falling 
that, surety by studying this 
slightly odd respectability I 
could follow the chain of causal- 
ity back to the deranged abat- 


toir of 25 Cromwell Street But 
I couldn't Nobody could. How- 
ever much we might study her 
pale-rimmed spectacles or her 
dangling earrings, we could 
never honestly say we saw the 
crimes within. People, all peo- 
ple. have this scary inwardness, 
this alarming ability to conceal. 

And that was what it was all 
about - concealment The bod- 
ies were buried to conceal the 
sex games that got out of hand. 
The super-normal facade of 
Cromwell Street concealed the 
super-abnormality within. And, 
when the trial came, the wigs 
and gowns, Rosemary’s clothes 
and the odd murmured witti- 
cism of Mr Justice Manlell 
concealed the feelings within. 
Even the judge's warning to the 
jury that they were not there to 
pass moral judgments on the 
Wests' sex gameswas a demand 
for concealment - a demand 
that the jury hide themselves 
from themselves, the better to 
weigh the facts. Hiding things, 
it's the English way. 

For this was just another 
English murder story, a story of 
dark deeds behind bland, re- 
spectable exteriors. We knew 
the script loo well. This was a 
repeat a sequel - the banality 
of evil celebrated yet again to 
satisfy the vengeful delights of 
the masses who. already, will be 
thirsty for the next atrocity. 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Political Correspondent 

The media could face tougher 
contempt of court laws after an 
investigation into cheque-book 
journalism launched by Lord 
Maclcay, the Lord Chancellor, 
in the wake of the West verdicts. 

Lord Mackay, the minister 
responsible for the contempt 
laws, is concerned that pay- 
ments appeared to have been 
made to witnesses in the trial, 
raising serious issues of princi- 
ple that needed to be examined. 

The move was immediately 
welcomed by Rosemary West's 
defence team and by Douglas 
French, Tory MP for Gloucester. 

Lord Mackay has called for 
reports of the deals made with 


the media. He will then hold dis- 
cussions with Michael Howard, 
the Home Secretary, Sir 
Nicholas Lyell, the Attorney 
General, and possibly Virginia 
Bottomley, Secretary of Stale for 
National Heritage, over whether 
the law needs to be lightened. 

Brian Lcvenson QC. the lead- 
ing prosecution counsel, told 
Winchester Crown Court yes- 
terday that he had been asked 
tty Sir Nicholas to provide a fac- 
tual report. 

A string of witnesses in the 
trial admitted having contracts 
with the media, including Janet 
Leach, who acted as the “ap- 
propriate adult" to sit in on po- 
lice interviews with Frederick 
West, who agreed a deal with 
Mirror Group Newspapers. 


Mrs Leach admitted under 
cross-examination by the de- 
fence that she bad contacted the 
Doily Mirror because Fred West 
had asked her to as he wanted 
the truth told. 

The judge. Mr Justice Man- 
lell, reminded the jury in his 
summing-up that she had lied 
in her evidence-in-chief by fail- 
ing to tell the court about the 
agreement. 

Anne-Marie Davis, Rose- 
mary West’s stepdaughter, 
signed a £3,000 deal with the 
Daily Star, while Caroline 
Owens, who was attacked by the 
Wests in 1972, stands to gain 
£20,000 from the Sun. Kathryn 
Holliday, who said she had a les- 
bian relationship with Rose- 
mary West, entered into an 


£8,000 transaction with the Sun- 
day Minor. 

Richard Feiguson QC, Rose- 
mary West’s defence counsel, 
challenged the evidence of some 
of the witnesses, warning the jury 
that the more sensational their 
accounts, the more the media 
would be likely to pay. 

Mr Ferguson added: “You 
may think that, consciously or 
unconsciously, they know that 
what they will be paid is con- 
tingent upon there being con- 
victions in this case." 

The Press Complaints Com- 
mission, the industry's voluntary 
watchdog, said yesterday that 
“serious allegations” had been 
made about the payment of wit- 
nesses, and it is to consider the 
implications next week. 



Media activity ‘blighted’ trial 


Leo Goatiey: 'Intrusion’ 


PETER VICTOR 

Rosemary West's solicitor Leo 
Goatiey said Rosemary West’s 
trial had been “blighted” by the 
activities of certain members of 
the media. While accepting 
that a case of this kind would 
attract extensive attention from 
the media, this bad to be bal- 
anced against the interests of 
the defendant, be said. 

Freedom of expression, he 
said, did not include the sort of 


intrusions that had happened 
throughout die West case. “The 
issue of press coverage has be- 
come inextricably incorporated 
in the proceedings and affect- 
ed the shape and course of the 
proceedings.” He was thinking 
particularly of early approach- 
es journalists had made to wit- 
nesses. They had been offered 
money to tell their stories and 
have them published at a time 
when the case was sub ju dice. 

"The matter has at various 


times been considered by the 
Attorney General as well as 
ruled upon by the trial judge pri- 
or to commencement of the tri- 
al,” he said. 

It was not a peripheral mat- 
ter. “The kind of money offered 
to some witnesses, represents 
for them the source of their ma- 
terial wellbeing, which ; they 
could not have dreamed of. Tb 
preserve that opportunity, those 
witnesses had to tell a certain 
tale and the jury to believe it.” 
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Hunt for the killers: Police chief defends force and says new links with social services mean that it cannot happen again 

Police failures led to 20 years of murder jjttf 
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GROMWELLSTREET MURDERS 


It was a marriage made in hell - they were both from dysfunctional homes where there was little 
love and heavy discipline. They became a couple capable of evil beyond imagination 


c 


I made them, I can do what I like with them 5 


WILL BENNETT 

.Bishop’s Cleeve does not look 
like the birthplace of a night- 
.marc. The village just north of 
Gieitenham in Gloucestershire 
is more suburban than rural, 
reassuringly ordinary, a sane 
safe part of Middle England. ’ 
By a dreadful chance Rose- 
mary Letts met Frederick West 
rtien they both lived there in 
1969. It was to be a marriage 
made in hell, for he was already 
■a murderer and both were the 
damaged products of dysfunc- 
tional families. 

; Both were also eventually 
capable of evil beyond imagi- 
nation, inflicting pain and death 
even on their own children. 
West once told a friend: “I 
have made them, 1 can do what 
I like with them." 

She was 15 when they met, a 
quiet girl who later emerged as 
the dominant force in the rela- 
tionship and as a strong disci- 
plinarian with a ferocious 
temper. West was 12 years her 
senior, a boastful bulh/ who was 
loathed by her parents. 

Rosemary Pauline Letts was 
bom on 29 November 1953 in 
Northaxn, near Bideford, north 
Devon. She was the fifth of sev- 
en children of Billy Letts, a for- 
mer sailor who was working as 
an electrical engineer, and his 
wife, Daisy. Mr Letts was a 
moody, authoritarian man who 
ruled his family by violence. 

His four sons and three 
daughters were not encour- 
aged to have friends and Mr 
Letts was incapable of showing 
affection towards them. Rose- 
mary’s brother, Graham Letts, 
later recalled: “Dad was a 
strange man. He never showed 
his feelings, never gave you a 
hug at bath time.” 

It was a behaviour pattern 
that was to recur in Rosemary's 
life, the iron will and the loss of 
temper leading inevitably to 
the use of violence. Minor 
offences were punished fero- 
ciously, the much greater sins of 
adults were uncontrolled. But 
as a child she was quiet, obedi- 
ent and babyish but was devot- 
ed to her two younger brothers, 
Graham and Gordon. 

The family moved to Ply- 
mouth and then in 1964 to 
Gloucestershire. Rosemary, by 
now 11. went to the local school 
but left four years later to work 
in a baker’s shop in Chel- 
tenham. The Letts’ daughters 
would never have dared bring 
a boy home and sex was never 
discussed, but despite this she 
was sexually active very early. 

She lost her virginity when 
she was 14 and the police were 
called in when she began going 
out with a much older man even 
before she met West. She also 
claims that she was raped twice 
when she was 15. 

Fred West, who bad already 
split from his first wife, Rena, 
came to live on a caravan site 
in Bishop’s Cleeve with their 
daughter, Anne Marie, and 
Charm aine, Rena’s daughter 
by another man. He met Rose- 
mary ini969 as they wailed at 
Cheltenham bus station for the 
service to Bishop’s Cleeve. 

She helped him look after the 
children and within weeks they 
began a sexual relationship 
which appalled her parents. 
Graham Letts said: “Fred was 
told he was not welcome in our 
house. There were lots of rows 
and discussions. Dad was so 
strict He could not accept what 
was going on. As far as he was 
concerned. Red was too old and 
Rose was too young. Dad told 
her, Tf you see him again I will 
disown you'" 

His daughter challenged his 
authority and told him that she 
would continue to see West. Her 
parents were so worried they 
contacted social services and 
had her pul into care but be con- 
tinued to visit her and the or- 
der was only effective for three 
weeks until her 16th birthday. 

Her parents were horrified 
when she became pregnant and 
wanted her to have an abortion 
but despite their pleas she 
moved into West’s caravan im- 
mediately. Their first child. 
Heather - who was to _ become 
their final murder victim - was 
bom in October 1970 when 
Rosemary was 16. 

. • West provided her with an es- 
cape route from what she re- 
garded as a stifling existence and 

her relations with her family 
grew more remote. Her moth- 
er, who lives near Reading, 
Berkshire, has not been in 



Happy family, guilty secrets: The Wests and their children at the wedding of daughter 
Barry, Anna-Marie, Rosemary Junior, Frederick, Stephen, Heather and Tara. 


Anna-Marie. They are (from left) Mae, Rosemary, Lee- Anne, Louise, Anna's husband, 

Photograph: South West News 


ters grew up in a tiny tied cot- 
tage. Their upbringing seemed 
idyllic. His brother Doug said: 
"We used to play football and 
cricket, we went rabbiting and 
we used to help dad on the farm 
and on his allotment Fred was 
popular. He had not got a care 
in the world and if he ever had 
he would never show it” 

Ann Colbom, who went to 
the village school with him, 
said: “He wasn’t bad, be seemed 
quite a normal little boy. They 
were a close-knit family but 
rough. They were always rather 
separate from the rest of the vil- 
lage, they did not mix ... ” 

But there was a darker 
predatory side to West He sex- 
ually assaulted a girl who re- 
jected his advances at a youth 
dub dance and he got a 13-year- 
old village girl pregnant, es- 
caping prosecution only when 
she refused to give evidence. 
He met his first wife Rena, 
who was to become one of his 
earliest murder victims, in 
nearby Ledbury and they went 
back to live in her native Scot- 
land for a couple of years in the 
early 1960s. There Rena bore 
Anne Marie, who West fa- 


early 1970, not long after he 
moved in with Rosemary. 

He also claimed to be an am- 
ateur abortionist and when Tfcr- 
ence Crick stayed in his caravan 
at Bishop's Cleeve in the 1970s 
West showed him a set of crude 
dirty tools which he said he used 
for this purpose. It was a fore- 
taste of the butchery to come. 

When West met Rosemary be 
found a willing pupil, who had 
already shown a strong interest 
in sex and he could mould to ac- 
cept his sexual obsessions as 
normal. 

As the years passed, her 
craving for sex came to equal 
and in some ways Lo surpass his. 

Aftcr moving in with him she 
had to grow up fast. In early 
1971, Wfest served six months in 
jaO for theft leaving Rosemary, 
only 17, on her awn in a small 
flat at 25 Midland Road, 
Gloucester to look after the chil- 
dren. Charm aine was seven, 
Anne Marie, five, and Heather 
just a few weeks old. 

The responsibility and the 
pressure were enormous and 
she disliked Channaine, who 
was as strong-wiDed as she was, 
and who disappeared at around 



House of ill-repute: The *25 Cromwell Street* name- 
plate, which was swiftly removed as a souvenir when 
the address was catapulted into the headlines 


thered, and Charmaine, daugh- 
ter of an Asian bus driver. 

It is believed that West may 
have served his apprenticeship 
as a murderer in Glasgow al- 
though police say that they 
cannot identify any definite vic- 
tims. He drove an ice cream van, 
an ideal magnet for young girls, 
and his friend John McLariilan 
had an allotment and recalls 
that West used to go there late 
at nigh t. Mr McLachlan was one 
of a small group who knew Wsst 

in this shadowy period of his life. 

Another was Anne McFaU, a 
friend of Rena’s, who became 
infatuated with him even 

though il was no secret that he 

touiA ana 1986. Mis Letts, 77, regularly beat y tm wife^Af- 
saii “Maybe it was our fault I ter he ^retunurfto Jtarefond- 
feel in some ways responsible shire m the mid-1960s Anne 
for Orem getting together. We came south and Iby lie summer 
weie^stnet witL our children, of 1967 she was henwiy pregnant 
KfcSresheran off with hm ns by Her roanis and those 

“rebellion against her of berunbonicHd were found 


upbringing. . 

West was bom in the village 
of Much Marcle on the bound- 
ary of Herefordshire and 
Gloucestershire on 29 Sep- 
tember 1 941. He was the son of 
Walter West, a. farm labourer, 
and his wife, Daisy, and he and 
his two brothers and three as- 


near Much Marcle. 

By this time West was driving 
around Gloucestershire sexually 
assaulting girls who wens unwise 
e nou gh to accept the lifts he of- 
fered. He probably murdered 
Mary Bastholm, who disap- 
peared hi Gloucester in 1968 
and he certainly killed Rena in 


that time. It is known that 
Charmaine was alive at the be- 
_ of June 1971 and that 
l was released from prison 
on the 24 June. Police believe 
Rosemary IdQed her and that he 
helped her cover op the murder. 
Her remains were found at 
Midland Road. 

Rosemary's teenage inno- 
cence had gone for ever and the 
couple were bound together by 
a terrible secret- The sexual de- 
pravity into which they in- 
creasingly slipped further 
tightened this bond. 

Elizabeth Agius, a neigh- 
bours Midland Road, who they 
unsuccessfully tried to get in- 
volved in sex games, said: “They 
had no secrets from each oth- 
er at alL They knew everything 
that each other was doing. They 
got some sort of kick out of ft." 

By the time they moved to 
Midland Road, Rosemary was 
already working as aprostitute 
and West liked to watch 
through a hole in the wall as she 
had sex with other men. 
Another of Mrs Agius’s con- 
versations with the Wests took 
a more serious turn. Rosemary 
said that they used to go out in 
their car looking for girls to 


bring back home lo get them 
into prostitution. 

In 1972, the Wests moved to 
25 Cromwell Street and got 
married. Rosemary was a pic- 
ture of respectability, neatly 
dressed, sometimes in a twin set 
and pearls. In the early 1970s 
they owned a Ford Popular. 

In 1972, they gave a lift to 
hitch-hiker Caroline Owens, 
who bad worked for them as a 
nanny. She was raped and sex- 
ually and physically assaulted. 
They let her go after she 
promised to keep silenL but she 
went to the police who suc- 
cessfully prosecuted the Wests. 

Il was a mistake the couple 
did not repeat. Five of the vic- 
tims found buried at Cromwell 
Street are believed to have 
been picked up either hitch-hik- 
ing or as they wailed for buses 
between 1973 and 1975. 

Carol Cooper and Shirley 
Hubbard, both 15 and from bro- 
ken homes, disappeared 
Worcester; Lucy Partington, 
21, a deeply religious student 
vanished in Cheltenham, and 
Therese Siegcnthalcr, also 21, 
from Switzerland went missing 
while hitch-hiking across Eng- 
land. Juanita Moil, 18, disap- 
peared while hitch-hiking in 
Gloucestershire. 

All were kept alive, bound, 
masked and gagged, hanging 
from a beam with holes drilled 
in it as they were repeatedly sex- 
ually abused in the cellar at 25 
Cromwell Street. It is not 
known how they were killed. 
They were buried clockwise in 
the order in which they died in 
the cellar, which was now full 
up. The floor was concreted 
over and later it became the 
West children's bedroom, 
cheerful nursery pictures dec- 
orating the wall in the midst of 
a graveyard. Anne Marie’s wed- 
ding reception was held there. 

T\vo more victims, later 
found lo have been regular vis- 
itors to Cromwell Street, suf- 
fered the same fate. Lynda 
Gough, 19, disappeared in 1973 
and Alison Chambers, 17, van- 
ished in 1979. Lynda's remains 
were discovered under what 
had been a garage and Alison’s 
in the garden and both had been 
lied up and abused. 

All the bodies had been mu- 
tilated, kneecaps removed, and 
many finger and toe bones 
missing. West, who had once 
worked in an abattoir, used to 
boast that he had carried out 
medical experiments and he 
probably practised his butcher's 
skills on these victims. 

Rosemary had seven more 
children, five daughters and 
two sons, between 1972 and 
1983. Although her husband is 
listed as their father on their 
birth certificates, three are of 
mixed race. West is believed to 
have fathered many children 
outside the marriage. 

Sex dominated the house, 
which as well as the Wests and 
their growing brood of children 
accommodated an ever-chang- 
ing population of young lodgers 
attracted by the dbeap rents. 
One of her many lovers was 
John Holmes, a markeL trader, 


who recalled: “She was a pros- 
titute, but she never charged me. 
She used to give me money. We 
would go out, have a drink and 
go back lo her place and have 
sex three or four nights a week. 
She would do anything for you 
... She was a nymphomaniac.** 
Janet Goodbau, a former 
lodger, said: “Rose had a lot of 
boyfriends, she was on the 


le ... Fred used to criticise 
ier sometimes for bringing all 
these men back, but 1 also 
heard him say once that she 
wasn’t charging enough.” 
Thursday was the day re- 
served for Rosemary's paying 
customers. She advertised in a 
contact magazine and had her 
“special room" for clients, 
which was kept locked, with a 


separate doorbell outside and 
a red warning light in die sitting 
room which was switched on 
when she was with them. 

Rosemary was bisexual and 
was particularly excited by vio- 
lent lesbian sex and this featured 
m the Wests’ huge collection of 
pornographic videos, many 
home-made. Amid this atmos- 
phere of sexual frenzy Rose- 


mary's influence grew ever 
stronger. West’s brother, Doug, 
said: “In the early days Rose was 
very quiet. She had Charmaine, 
Anne Marie and Heather to 
look after. But she changed and 
became the type of woman 
who warned to know exactly 
what he was doing and where 
he was going." 

Anne Marie, West's daugh- 
ter by Rena, summed it up: "Ini- 
tially my stepmother was young 
and impressionable, but as the 
years passed she became more 
and more dominant" 

In the moral wilderness of 
Cromwell Street all the rules 
which normally govern family 
life were obscenely reversed. 
Sexually’, anything was allowed, 
but the children were immacu- 
lately turned out and subject to 
fierce discipline on the pettiest 
of matters. Linda Tonics, whose 
daughter went out with the 
Wests' son, Stephen, remembers 
that the boy was threatened by 
West when he walked across a 
floor in muddy boots. 

Rosemary's growing domi- 
nance almost certainly cost 
Shirley Robinson, a lodger at 
Cromwell Street, her life. Like 
many of the other victims 
Shidey, 18, came from a broken 
home but, unlike them, she 
was not bound and gagged be- 
fore she was killed. But she was 
pregnant by West and openly af- 
fectionate towards him and 
thus a rival to Rosemary who 
became increasingly jealous of 
her. The Wests probably killed 
her to solve this domestic prob- 
lem and she disappeared in 
May 1978, her re mains being 
found in the Cromwell Street 
garden. With her were the re- 
mains of her unborn child. 

The West children did not 
escape in this atmosphere of 
utter depravity. Anne Marie was 
sexually abused from the age of 
eight, her father making her 
pregnant when she was 15. 

Their daughter Heather, 
whose disappearance, aged 16, 
in 1987 led to the rumours that 
die was “under the patio" which 
eventually sparked off the mur- 
der inquiry, was probably killed 
because her parents feared that 
she would blow the whistle on 
this abuse. She was the first born 
and the last sad victim of the 
sordid and evil partnership of 
Frederick and Rosemary West. 
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Wife could profit from sale of West’s estate 




The legacy: Rosemary West may benefit from a grim inheritance, 
but is likely to face claims from relatives of some of the victims 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

Ii may be cold comfort in 
prison, but Rosemary West 
could still benefit financially 
from the estate of her dead hus- 
band, Fred West, who commit- 
ted suicide on New Year’s Day. 

In normal circumstances the 
biggest money-spinner for 
Rosemary West would have 
been the 132 (apes of his police 
interviews, his handwritten au- 
tobiography, / Was Loved By An 
Angel, and the profits from the 
“definitive” biography com- 
missioned by the Official So- 
licitor, Peter Harris. 

But Rosemary has made tt 
clear, through her solicitor, 
Leo Goatley, that she does not 
wish to profit from the official 
biography to be written by Ge- 
offrey Wansell, which will rely 
heavily on Fred West's memoirs 
and the police interviews. 

Instead, she will divide her 
share among the couple’s eight 
children, according to prefer- 
ence - and some of them are not 
in her good books. 

[I is not clear how much 
money the biography wfli make. 
The advance made by its pub- 
lishers, Hodder Headline, is 
said to be as low as £100.000 - 
and Mr Harris has already 
clocked up about £60,000 in le- 


gal fees administering the estate, 
which must come out of the pro- 
ceeds it realises. 

The family home at 25 
Cromwell Street, Gloucester, is 
also part of her inheritance but 
is unlikely to be sold. She re- 
portedly supports a local cam- 
paign to demolish the house and 
create a memorial garden for 
the victims on the site. 

The Official Solicitor has 
promised Mr Wansell access to 
the 132 police tapes, but Rose- 
mary West is expected to as- 
sume the physical ownership of 
them, as she is entitled to inherit 



Peter Harris: Commissioned 

a biography on Red West 


West's goods and chattels. This 
raises the unsavoury possibili- 
ty that she could sell them to the 
highest bidder at an auction 
house such as Sotheby’s: there 
is a lucrative mar ket for such 
grisly items. 

The estate also owns the 
film rights to the Wansell biog- 
raphy, which is due out next 
year. As the Official Solicitor re- 
gards it as his duly to maximise 
the proceeds of the estate on be- 
half of West’s five surviving 
children under the age of 18, he 
will presumably feel obliged to 
sell them. It is not dear whether 
Rosemary West would also re- 
nounce the proceeds from the 
sale of rights. 

Another factor which could 
diminish her eventual inheri- 
tance is that the relatives of 
three alleged victims have giv- 
en notice to the Official Solic- 
itor that they may claim 
compensation from the estate. 

Their move follows an ad- 
vertisement Mr Harris placed in 
the Gloucestershire Echo in 
March asking anyone with a 
possible claim to contact him. 

“Whether these claims, or 
arty other cl aims on behalf of 
victims are pursued, win depend 

K whether the estate is suf- 
itly solvent to make it 
worth pursuing them." a 
spokesman said. 


Children’s secret life 



The four youngest children of 
the West family are living un- 
der new identities in foster 
homes far removed from inner- 
city Gloucester. 

The programme for caring for 
them is currently costing around 
£250,000 a year. 

The three girls and a boy - 
now aged between 12 and 17 - 
have been given new names to 
protect them from the publici- 
ty surrounding their parents’ in- 
famy. They are all with foster 
families at unknown locations 
outside Gloucestershire. 

Another daughter of the 
West family, now aged 17. is be- 
lieved to be living with close rel- 
atives in Gloucestershire. She 


successfully applied to have the 
care order on her lifted a few 
months before her mother’s 
trial at Winchester Crown 
Court 

All the children were placed 
in care after allegations were 
made against their parents in 
August 1992. The four still in 
care are expected to remain 
there until they are 18. 

The fathers of two of the girls 
are unknown, but Fred West 
was the father of the others in 
care. 

Gloucestershire County 
Council’s social-services de- 
partment is footing the annual 
bill of around £250,000 a year 
for the West children, mainly in 


the costs of fostering and the 
special back-up services. 

The children are also under- 
stood to be receiving special 
counselling which is likely to 
continue for some consider- 
able time - for some, possibly 
ail their lives. 

A High Court Family Division 
order prevents the media from 
publishing details of the chil- 
dren’s new homes or making 
any approaches about their 
care. 

In making a previous order 
Mr Justice Thorpe said that he 
regarded two of the children as 
“extremely vulnerable” - they 
had been affected by the case 
and its publicity, he said. 


Cromwell Street: An ordinary street in an ordinary city, except that selling houses now poses a particular problem Photograph: Nicholas Turpin 

Life in the shadow of death and depravity 


JOHN McKIE 

Life goes on in Cromwell Street. 
Number 25 is boarded up and 
has become something of an 
attraction for visitors to the 
cathedral city. 

Neighbours try to go about 
their daily business, having en- 
dured 18 months of visits from 
sightseers, police, journalists 
and TV crews since the grisly 
finds at the Wests' home. 

But the discovery that the 
Wests had been murdering and 
hiding the bodies since 1972 is 


still taking its toQ. House prices 
have slumped dramatically. 

Ernest and Olive Miles have 
lived there for 48 years. Ernest 
said of the Wests: “They kept 
themselves to themselves.” he 
recalls, “and we used to see 
them going to school every day. 
All we know is what came out 
of the newspapers. It has made 
it quite difficult to move because 
nobody can sell their house.” 
There was relief if not much 
surprise, that Rose West was 
found guilty of 10 murders. 
57-year-old Dave Limbrick, 


who lives at number 31, said: 
“How could two people live 
together for so long and one not 
know what was going on? 

“It’s probably better for her 
that she was found guilty- she’d 
have to have watched her step 
in Gloucester if she’d been let 
off. But then, I think people in 
prisons have an easy life too. 

Ernest Miles added: “It's ob- 
vious she had been told by her 
husband and lawyers not to 
say anything. It’s obvious she 
knew about the murders.” 

One neighbour, who has lived 


in the street for 44 years, and 
asked not to be named, was 
more magnanimous. “I hope 
she lives to 100 - and gets to 
eat porridge every day.” 

“Fred was most polite and I 
must a dmit I thought they were 
an ideal family - but then no- 
body had much to do with 
them. In the last 40 years this 
street has changed from being 
a nice residential area to being 
a bed and breakfast area. This 
street is not close-knit.” 

Dave Limbrick endorsed the 
view of Fred West as a happy- 


go-lucky neighbour. “ He was 
always grinning, always had a 
smile on his face about some- 
thing. I just thought he was a 
bit thick." 

Most residents seemed to 
be as shocked by the killings as 
anybody else. They remain 
bewildered by the depravity 
revealed. 

The house has become a 
shrine for those fixated with 
serial killers, and a souvenir 
hunter has recently stole the *25 
Cromwell Street' number plate 
from outside. 
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Lynda Gough, 
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Heather West. 
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Carol Cooper, 
aged 15. 




a'Lc:: : :..!. stres 1 ..'. se ■■£- 


Charmaine West, 

aged 8. 

Tha daughter of Rena. 

Frederick West's first wife, 
and another man believed 
lo be an Asian bus driver, in 
and out of care after her 
mother and Frederick spa 
up. A rebellious, sfrong- 
wDted child who was 
cfefikedby Rosemary 

West •.•■ 

Last seen in June 1971 while Frederick mays**., 
have been in prison. Rosemary said that she 
fed gone to live with her matter Her remains, 
were found at 25 Midland Road, Gloucester, the. 
West's former home, on 4 May -1694. 
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Frederick West’s other victims. His wife was not charged 
with these two murders. 

Anne McFall. _ 

Bom in Glasgow in April 1 949. Moved with Rena. Frederick's first wife, to (he Gloucester ares. She 
worked for the Wests as a nanny. Last seen in the Gloucester area in the summer of 1967 wtwn she was 
heavily pregnant by West . Her disappearance was never reported to the police. Her body together with 
the bones ot an unborn baby were found In Fingerpost Field, Much Marcia. 

Rena West 

Bom Catherine Costefio in Scodand. Married Frederick West in Herefordshire November 196Z They had 
one daughter, Anne Marie, and she also had Charmaine by another man. Lastseen in March 1970, aged 
25. Her disappearance was not reported to poSce. Frederick said thal she ran oft with an engineer and 
went back to Scotland. Her remains were found near Much Marcle. 

Frederick West's possdsle victims: 

Frederic* West is befieved to have kffled many more than 1 2 victims. Could be as high as 30. The names 
of most of the other victims may never be known but it is Skefy that Mary Bastholme was among them. 
Mary, 15, from Gloucester, disappeared in January 1968. She vanished while wailing lor a bus m the city 
on the way to visit her boyfriend. Frederick West did buldmgwxk on a cafe in Gloucester where Mary 
worked asa waitress atthetvne she disappeared. 
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of innocence to days of horror: Images of a couple who turned toJjfe_ofj^ 






From left to right Rosemary West, aged six; Frederick West, aged 10; West with his brothers and sisters on a motorbike; and the Wests together in 1984 

Families relive anger and grief 


WILL BENNETT and 
PETER VICTOR 

For Jo3n Owen I he Cromwell 
Street murder investigation and 
the subsequent trial of 
Rosemary West was the second 
ordeal she had to endure. 

Like all the relatives of the 
victims she spent years won- 
dering what had happened to 
her daughter. Alison Cham- 
bers, always hoping that one day 
she might get a visit or a tele- 
phone call to say she was well. 

But the fate that met Alison, 
tied up. gagged and sexually 
abused before being killed was 
beyond her imagination. Mrs 


Owen, 52, from Swansea, South 
Wiles, has given up her clean- 
ing job as a result of the de- 
pression she bas suffered since 
learning the truth. 

She said: “When I think 
about it it hurts very much. It 
hurts me to know that she 
might have been hurt, that she 
might have called out for me." 

Mrs Owen always worried 
that her headstrong, rebellious 
daughter would get into trou- 
ble. “She would not listen to 
anything 1 said,” she said. 

After she was put into care 
Alison ran away several times 
and Mrs Owen warned that if 
she did so again she could not 


expect to come home, in 1979 
she vanished aged 17. 

Mrs Owen said: “Over all 
those years that we never heard 
from her I thought that [it] was 
because of what I had said. “ 
“Every Christmas we hoped 
that we would either have a 
phone call or that she would 
turn up on the door.” 

Last year Mis Owen received 
a call from the Missing Persons 
Bureau saying that Alison could 
be one of the victims whose re- 
mains were found at Cromwell 
Street. She gave a DNA lest and 
later the police returned and 
said that it had been confirmed. 
She saidb “My family kept me 


going through that time. I had 
a new granddaughter by my 
youngest daughter. I kept work- 
ing. 1 tried to fill my time as 
much as I could so I didn't have 
time to think about it. 

“I was very angry because 1 
would like Alison to have seen 
how much 1 have changed and 
1 would have liked to hive seen 
how much she had changed.” 

For the parents of Lynda 
Gough yesterday's guilty verdict 
was the "last hurdle in their 
grief”. Lynda, 19, vanished in 
April, 1973, just weeks before 
her 20th birthday. She wrote a 
note to her parents saying she 
bad found a flat in Gloucester. 


It was the last they heard from 
their daughter. 

John and June Gough, in a 
statement issued through their 
family doctor, said: “We feel in 
our anger and our sadness that 
Lynda has been publicly mur- 
dered again and we have been 
bereaved again at every turn of 
events since she disappeared 22 
years ago. 

“Now we hope that with the 
trial ended we have taken the 
last hurdle in our grieL 

“We do not wish to be inter- 
viewed or photographed. There 
is no healing or gain for us in 
any publicity. 

“We wish only, yet again, to 


rebuild our tom-up lives and to 
remember the happiness that 
we had with Lynda." 

Their GR Dr Anthony Lynch, 
of Highnam, Gloucester, said: 
“The Goughs will greet the 
verdict with relief, but their 
main relief is that the trial is 
over. 

“The guilty verdict means 
that it’s final. Had there been 
any other verdict there would 
have been loose ends. It’s com- 
plete, it's finished, it's over.” 

But with a slew of books, 
films, television documentaries 
and dramas expected, it seems 
unlikely that the story of 25 
Cromwell Street has ended. 
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Haunted eyes of 
those who lived 
to tell their tale 



WILL BENNETT 

Anne Marie Davis looks haunt- 
ed with the anxious face of an 
anim al which has been kicked 
repeatedly. Like all survivors of 
the Wests* brutality, the night- 
mares will always be with her. 

The daughter of Fred West 
and Rena his murdered first 
wife lives in a semi-detached 
house on a Gloucester council 
estate with her children, Mich- 
elle, 11, and Carole, eight. She 
is divorced from their father. 
She showers them with affec- 
tion, compensa tiny for her own 
brutal upbringing. A friend 
said: “It’s the kids that keep her 
going. She is like a lioness with 
her cubs and is very protective." 

Anne Marie, 31, never had a 
childhood. Her father had sex- 
ual intercourse with her regu- 
lariyfrom the age of nine and 
made her pregnant when she 
was 15. She was made to have 
sex with her mother's lovers 
from the age of 11. She never 
revealed what was going on, 
venting her feelings by broom- 
ing a bully at school. In the year 
before she left school, she was 
absent 60 times but no checks 
were made. 

She left home at 15 and for 
a time kept a roof over her head 
by sleeping with men in return 
for accommodation. Later she 
becamep regnant by her boy- 
friend. Chris Davis, and in 1984 
they married. By then she was 
seeing her father and step- 
mother again. 

Despite everything she loved 
her father and visited him in 
prison. When he committed 
suicide in prisonshe learned 
about it from a relative, took a 
drugs overdose and was rushed 
to hospital She was taken to 
hospital again in between her 
first and second days in the wit- 
ness box at Winchester Crown 
Court. 

With a day off because the 
jury was visiting Cromwell 
Street, she drank too much al- 
cohol which reacted with anti- 
depressants she is on all the 
time. The friend said: "If you 
were a child in Cromwell Street 
you were not inquisitive. The 
reason why Anne Marie is alive 


is that she kept her bead down 
and avoided eye contact, " 

Caroline Owens, who in 1972 
was sexually assaulted by the 
Wests who were later fined for 
the attack, is still traumatised by 
her experience and was still re- 
ceivingcounselling. Now 39, she 
is a divorced mother of three 
and lives near Gloucester. 

She was a typical West victim, 
her parents splitting up when 
she was four and her mother lat- 
er marrying another man with 
whom Caroline had a difficult 
relationship. 

She was living at home in 
Gloucestershire Mien the Wests 
picked her up and offered her 
a job as their nanny. She left but 
when she was hitch-hiking on 
another occasioa they again 
picked her up. 

She was sexually assaulted by 
both Wests and raped by West 
but decided against pressing the 
latter charge. Later she suffered 
from depression and low self es- 
teem and in 1976 took an over- 
dose of tranquillisers. 

She told police: “I have been 
very sensitive to people being 
close to me and cuddling me 
since being abducted by "Fred 
and Rose. In particular 1 am 
wary of other adult females, 
even friends. I have a terrible 
feeling of worthlessness." 

She feels guilty, believing 
that if she had pressed charges 
against West and he had been 
convicted the murders could 
have been prevented. 

A third survivor is a woman 
referred to in court only as Miss 
A, now 33. She was also the 
product of a broken home who 
was taken into care aged 13 and 
sent to Jordansbrook Children's 
Home, Gloucester. She got to 
know the Wests and in 1977 was 
raped and sexually assaulted 
when she visited’ Cromwell 
Street. She said later: “They 
abused my trust. They offered 
me the love and comfort of a 
family when I was in care and 
they used me.” 

She married a violent alco- 
holic who abused her. has twice 
attempted suicide and has psy- 
chiatric problems. She has even 
hallucinated that Fred West 
was following her. 


Hair Loss 
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you should be? 

There is only one proven hair restorer. 
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remarkable abilities. The original 2% solution is 
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Royal revelations: Duty calls the Prince and Princess of Wales to joint visit to Argentina 


art* 


apparent 
bout of 
madness 


STEVE BOGGAN 
London 

PHIL DAVISON 

Buenos Aires 

l! can't be easy being heir to the 
throne when your wife has ad- 
milled adultery, when you can’t 
remember where vuii are. or 
what day it is. and when vuur 
subjects have begun to jeer you 
in the street. 

Thai, coupled with :t case of 
self-confessed ‘'advanced de- 
crepitude and a hairstyle grow- 
ing more like Bobby Charlton's 
each day, would he enough to 
induce in most people - the' kind 
ol madness associated with a 
more senior royal called 
George. 

But yesterday, while the 
world continued to talk about 
that interview, the Prince of 
Wales got on with what he dues 
best: jollying businessmen into 
halting lor Britain while clean- 
ing up the environment. 

The ink had no sooner dried 
on the New York Daitv .Whs s 
headline: "Yes. 1 Cheated on 
Chuck", than Chuck I iim.se If was 
arriving at the Royal Societv of 
Arts in London to "make the fifth 
Norsk Hydro Awards for inno- 
vations in the water industry. 

He wore a sharp blue double- 
breasted suit and looked 
tanned, if a little tired, beneath 



MoD under fire 
for spending on 
luxury offices 


Out of focus: Photographers peer into the Harbour Out), Fulham, hoping to snap the Princess of Wales Photogaph: ftterMacdiamid 


frescoes by James Bam entitled 
Tilt iWqw , >f Human Km m l • 
fJfjL'. His own knowledge was. 
he said, a bit dodgy on a day- 
to-day basis because of his age 
- or was it because of the pres- 
sure? 

“My only problem as I get 
older," he told his audience, “is 
that I think 1 must be suffering 
from a certain amount of ad- 
vanced decrepitude and. com- 
bined with the fact that 2 receive 
a certain number of invitations. 


1 have less time to remember 
vviiat l am doing today and what 
event I am at and whether I 
have the right speech notes. 

“As you may have gathered. 
I am not entirely convinced 1 
have the right speech notes." To 
mars of lauyhier. he added, pos- 
sibly ;is a dig at the assembled 
media: “This is a slramc. be- 
cause I'm constantly intrigued 
by what 1 have in say myself.” 

As it transpired, ilic Prince 
did have the right notes and he 


Blair rounds on 
Brown’s critics 


DONALD MACINTYRE 
and STEPHEN GOODWIN 

Tony Blair last night vigorous- 
ly defended Gordon Brown 
against his Labour critics with 
a ringing declaration to the 
Shadow Cabinet that he was 
'* 101 per cent” behind his shad- 
ow Chancellor and the strate- 
gy he had unveiled on the eve 
of Tuesdays Budget. 

Mr Blair moved decisively to 
quell rumblings within senior 
parly ranks against Mr Brown 
since a row within the Shadow 
Cabinet last week over Mr 
Brown's plans to dock 40 per 
cent of slate benefit from young 
people refusing a job or'train- 
ing place under Labour's 
planned crash programme to re- 
duce unemployment. 

Details of the conflict - in 
which Robin Cook, the shadow 
Foreign Secretary, reportedly 
questioned Mr Brown’s plans - 
were leaked in what some senior 
party figures see as a deliberate 
attempt to undermine Mr 
Brown’s position. 

Mr Blair went out of his way 


at last night's Shadow Cabinet 
meeting to congratulate Mr 
Brown's ■'brilliant" and “ex- 
tremely imaginative" pre-Bud- 
get commitment to a long-term 
target of reducing the starting 
rate of income lax to JOp in the 
pound. The Labour leader said 
that the Tories were clearly 
worried about the Opposition’s 
positioning in advance of the 
Budget and warning shadow 
ministers that he would not 
tolerate efforts to undermine 
Mr Brown, he added: “People 
had better understand that." 

Mr Blairs move came as 
Kenneth Clarke, the Chancel- 
lor, reaffirmed the Govern- 
ments long-term target of a 
standard income tax rate of 20p 
in the pound. A series of senior 
Shadow Cabinet members, in- 
cluding Mr Cook, arc to make 
a series of speeches over the 
next few days hacking Mr 
Brown by taking up the themes 
of his pre-Budgct statements of 
policy. Mr Blair yesterday re- 
ferred to support for Mr Brown 
at yesterday's meeting of the 
Parliamentary Labour Parly. 


Mayhew attacks 
IRA over arms 

The IRA was attacked last 
night by Patrick Mayhew, Sec- 
retary of Stale for Northern Ire- 
land. for failing to give up arms, 
and causing the stalemate over 
the peace process. 

His attack came as John Ma- 
jor and John Bruton, the Taoi- 
scach, tried to rescue hopes of a 
summit tomorrow, to announce 
their plans for bringing Sinn 
Fein to negotiations. David Trim- 
ble, the Ulster Unionist leader, 
warned his plans for an elected 
assembly in Ulster could be the 
only way out of the stalemate. 

Car workers’ action 

Leaders of 10.000 Vauxhaii 
workers yesterday gave seven 
clays' notice of industrial action 
at Ellesmere Port and Luton - 
an overtime ban from next 
Wednesday and a reduction in 
the working week - in protest at 
a 3.5 per cent pay offer. 

Wife rape 

The European Court of Human 
Rights has upheld the offence 
of "rape within marriage, re- 
jecting claims by two British 
men that it was not possible - 
under 250 year-old common law 
- for a man to rape Ills wife. 



Looking For a Present? 


Solve your present buying problems NOW by choosing from this selection of 
beautifully bound and jacketed hardback books from bestselling author 
Vernon Coleman 

For a cricket lover: 

The Village Cricket Tour will give hours of pleasure A novel which describes Lhe adwniimis and ml>hap» of a team ni 
amateur cricketers who spend two weeks of lhetr summer holidays on a cricket lour of the West Country and which ha* 
been compared to Jerome K Jerome "selassK ‘Three Men m a Brut '. 'I enjoyed it immensely' wrote Peter Tumi* wood in 
Punch. “He liau* succeeded in writing a hock Uuu will entenain. a l«i that will amuse and warm the cockles of ureil 
hejns." "Coleman is a very funny wnier," said This England, 'll would he a pily il encketcn- were liar only people to read 
this hOi*.“ 'Semnuf reading includes de Sclinunirt aJU Blunden and should now embrace Vernon Coleman's latest 
offering, a whimsical piece about Die peregrinations ol a village cricket team un its summer lour.' said The Cricketer 
magazine. 'All the chancier* are liere. woven together by a nil of anccdntes and reminiscences and a travelogue of some 
of the most picturesque spou in the muth wu." A marvellous present for all cricket lovers. 

For a golf lover: 

Anyone who likes goir will love The Man Who Inherited a Gulf Coarse. This supert novel telk ihc anry of Trevor 
Dufcinfleid Who wakes up one morning to find that he is the owner of his very own golf dub - fairways, bunkers, clubhouse 
and all. There's ore wing- to keep tiw club lie must win a golf match. And he's never played a round of golT in his life. "The 
scenario is lailre made for Vernon Cnterrun'slighi and amusing anecdote* ahsm country life and pursuits" said ihc Sunday 
Indervndent . "Very readable 1 " said Golf World Hugely eiflnyable in the best tradition of British comic writing’ said dv 
Evening Chronicle. "The mu of anecdote* and numenh or sheer farce make for tun absorbing read* utd the livening 
Telegraph. A terrific present for anyone wbn enjoys golf. Far mure (un than another pair or socks «■ a bottle of ulWrdidW. 

For a cat lover: 

Feline fans will love Alice’s Diary which wIL* of a year m the life of a mixed tabby eat. Alice hbnw* ic.. with great 
humour and insight, whal il is really like ro be a col. Our files are hunting with Fetiere from reader* uto love this hook. 
■What a wonderful hook, so beautifully uriiren. ii was a great pleasure 10 nail" wrote Mrs Y of Esw*. "Please send copies 
(if Alice’s Diary to the eleven fnends on the accompanying list. It ts a wonderful boot which will give them all great 
n leas urn," wrote Mr K or Lancashire. Alice's Diary « delightfully illustrated throughout. But wv want vou: when you see 
it vou may not warn to give it away! An absolute must Tor aU cal and animal lovers. Guaranteed K. give more joy and 
luugliter Hun almrea any otter present you can choose. 

OUR PEACE OF MIND GUARANTEE TO YOU 
If for arrv reason you are not happy with your books then we guarantee that yuor money will be 
refunded Simply return any unwanted books in good condition within 21 days of receipt and 
will be sent a full refund - no questions asked. We can offer this guarantee with cunndenct 
^because we can’t remember when anyone last sent back one rwwls! This 24-carat gold 
guarantee means that you ran order today RISK FREE! 

To nnk-r simrilv comoleic U* annum below and send il along with your cheqiuVPO (payable id Publishing House) 
OSoSwS ntSLt House. Trinity Place. Barnstaple. Dew® EX32 WU. We niin to despatch nil onto* 
^48 boors, ta in box number of books required .tml total cost. Post and packing is FREE. H@B 


No. £ 


No. £ 


Man Who Inherited a Goir Course £ I 2.95 
The Village Cricket Tour £9.95 



Alice's Diary £9.95 
TOTALS 



Address 


Postcode 


sped through the engagement 
with practised ease emerging U I 
minutes later to be greeted by 
a warm crowd. On Tuesday 
night, he was jeered by a small 
section ol the crowd outside the 
premiere of the new Janies 
Bond film. (iolJaih'yv. 

The Princess of Whies, mean- 
time. departed fur Argentina 
last night in the sort of ''am- 
bassadorial" role that she told 
the BBC’s Martin Bashir she 
sees lor herself in the future. 


During the tour-day visit, 
she will attend a number of 
charitable fund-raising events 
and will meet President Carlos 
Menem, a man who, it will oot 
have escaped Buckingham 
P.ilaee's notice, is famous Tor ad- 
mitting to being a serial seduc- 
er of beautiful women. 

Female journalists warned 
the Princess to “watch out for 
the old hand on the knee" from 
a man with a lifelong reputation 
as a iHiijtru-go (womaniser). 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

The Ministry of Defence was 
lambasted by an influential 
committee of MPs yesterday for 
allowing delays - costing the 
taxpayer up to £2m a week - to 
a prestige building project. 

Labour was quick to link the 
criticism from the Commons 
Public Accounts Committee, 
to the departure of the MoD's 
head of defence procurement. 
Dr Malcom McIntosh. His job, 
paying between £<#1,(100 and 
£125.000 a year, was adver- 
1 lised a! the weekend. 

MoD officials strenuously 
denied Dr McIntosh's leaving 
had anything to do with the 
committee report, which fol- 
lowed an earlier study from the 
National Audit Office, the pub- 
lic finance watchdog, and was 
the latest in a series of attacks 
by the committee and the NAO 
oh overspending and delays to 
defence contracts. 

In yesterday’s report, the fo- 
cus was on Abbey Wood, the 
ncw£2+Sm headquarters for Dr 
McIntosh’s procurement exec- 
utive, at Bristol. The committee 
said it was “concerned that the 
Abbey Wood project is signifi- 
cant? v behind schedule." Each 


week of delay is estimated to 
cost the taxpayer £2m. 

The sheer scale of Abbey 
Wood has raised eyebrows at 
Westminster, not least because 
it is intended as the base for 
the civil servants charged with 
obtaining the best deal for the 
taxpaver i on defence orders. 

Extending to 9S acres, the 
complex, which is to house 
5.700 procurement officials, 
embraces an ornamental lake, 
5.0011 trees, 28.000 shrubs. 230 
bathrooms, 26 lifts; a specially 
constructed railway station, a 
1 00- pupil nursery, an Italian 
suspension bridge and covered 
walkways. 

Critics point out that while 
the design can be justified be- 
cause the project is intended to 
save £100m a year by bringing 
together civil servants from all 
over Britain on one site, none 
of the luxury was necessary. 
Even more money could have 
been saved, they maintain, if 
the project had not been so 
extra vagan L 

The PAC said it was “most 
unsatisfactory’ that some of Lhe 
Department’s investment ap- 
praisals had weaknesses which 
might have made a material dif- 
ference to the results". 

MPs were particularly con- 


cerned that contractors had 
said they could have submitted 
lower bids if the MoD had al- 
lowed them more time. That, 
plus the fact that “in [Lhe con- 
tractors’] view. the department 
were unwilling to consider al- 
ternative solutions ... may mean 
that the Department have not 
achieved the best value for 
money." 

Dr McIntosh has been chief 
of defence procurement since 
1991. Before joining the MoD 
he was Secretary of Australia's 
Department of Industry. Tech- 
nology and Commerce. 

Appointed on a five-year 
contract, much of his time has 
been spent answering criticism 
of expenditure on major 
defence projects. These 
included lhe Eurofigbier pro- 
gramme and the new nuclear 
submarine dry dock and missile 
facility at Fasiane on the Clyde. 

He is understood to be’ re- 
turning to Australia to become 
chairman of the Common- 
wealth Scientific and Industri- 
al Research Organisation. 

An MoD spokesman denied 
that Dr McIntosh’s departure 
had anything to do with over- 
spending: “He has been here for 
five years and is moving on to 
pastures new." 




"Vernon Coleman writes brilliant books" 

VC111U “ The Good Book Guide 


“Ever since I’ve been dealing with 
stocks and shares. I’ve hardly had a 
moment's rest. I’m constantly on the phone 
these days. In between feeding Tigger. 
And the occasional nap. 

I already knew a little about the 
stock market and having a go quite took 
my fancy. It bears pottering about the 
house ail day, doesn’t it? 

It was Barclays ShareDeal that got 
me starred. It made it so simple. 


I get easily flustered, so the thought 
of loads of paperwork didn't really appeaL 
But it was as easy as just picking up 
the telephone. 

After a few simple questions I was 
dealing on the market. All I had to do was 
select the shares I wanted to buy or sell. 

I don’t even have to bank with them. 

ShareDeal 0800 156 156* 

Anyone can be a player 


BARCLAYS 


I was even more tickled when they 
told me that with every £1 commission 
I’d get one free AIR MILET. Maybe one 
day I’ll take a trip somewhere. 

If I can find someone to W***®5^J 
look after Tigger. 

So now my life's all go. If I'm not on 
the phone, I'm watering the plants... or 
someone's pestering me for food. 

I never rhoughr retirement would be 


THE VALUE OF SHARES CAN CO DOWN AS WELL AS UPS YOU HAY NOT GET BACK THE AMOUNT YOU INVESTED. 

**.30am- AOOpm Monday la Frida). Of all iwo any Bodays branch. 1 1 bt 1 otter until Jlsi Dee. 1995. AIR MILES and ihc Flying Beat logo are trade marks of AIK MILES Imenuiioiul Holdings N.Y. 

Ud-UimcnAa oi ll* U»Un» mock BasteeR.itpiUanl brWA nvl . r»to*!iM 7 Rmijyi PLC. Ri$ m Ecpfaai Kr£ No IWIftl. fc* Office. M Looted Su UrmJns ECJP MM 1X1 IW. 

















Top man: Rocco Forte, chief executive of Trust House Forte, whose charm belies a steely core 


If Granada’s bid to take over the 
Forte group succeeds, it will 
mark the beginning of the end 
of one of Britain’s richest and 
fastest-growing business dy- 
nasties. 

The Fortes’ rise began in 
191 1 when Lord Forte's father, 
Rocco, left a life of agricultur- 
al labour in Mouforte, a ham- 
let in the Italian mnuntama, to 
emigrate to Scotland. He en- 
tered the restaurant trade, al- 
beit in a humble way, running 
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THE DIFFERENCE IS 
DEBEiNHAMS 

/ V 


FOR WOMEN 


Discounts on our ticket prices 


Brand Names 

• ALL J Thylor 
(excluding B.D.L), 

• ALL J.Q and Anne Brooks 
Petite coordinates 

• Selected Eastex, Ego, 
Windsmoor, Planet and 
Aiexon 


Debenhams SEPARATES 

• ALL skirts • ALL trousers 

• ALL blouses • ALL jackets 

• ALL classic separates 


Coats and Rainwear 

• ALL Nuage rainwear and 
woollen coats 


Debenhams Casualwear 

• ALL Qs »al Club 

• ALL swimwear 

• ALL Casual Club knitwear 


Dresswear 

• ALL Debenhams dresses 

• ALL Debut occasionwear 


• Spend £50 on cosmetics or 
perfumery and receive a £5 
voucher* off your next 
purchase *redc*anaWe until 
Sunday 26 November 1995 

i Selected Top Shop 
Sc Principles 

i ALL Evans womenswear 
i ALL Dorothy Perkins 


• ALL Debenhams knitwear 

• ALL Trader 


FOR CHILDREN 


Discounts on our ticket prices 


Child renswear 
• ALL Bright Futures, IDlX 
and Trader including 
Girlswear, Boyswear, 
Toddlerwear, Babywear. 
and accessories 


Toys 

• ALL toys including Barbie, 
Power Rangers St Scalextric 


ACCESSORIES 


Discounts on our ticket prices 


• Selected Equator branded 
luggage, bags and briefcases 

• Selected Antler luggage 


Debenhams Fashion 
Accessories 

• ALL gloves and scarves 

• AIL Hatbox 

• ALL Debenhams handbags 


Lingerie and 
Nightwear 

• ALL Presence underwear 
and nightwear 

• ALL Chamos, Warners, 
Betid, Phcytes, Gossard ' 
and Triumph underwear 


Footwear and Hosiery 

• Selected LUky & Skinn er 

• and Vivaldi ladles shoes - 

• ALL Debenhams ladies 
hosiery and socks 


Jewellery " 

• ALL Debenhams costume 
jewellery 

• ALL Rochelle and Jon 
Richard jewellery 


' ALL Gold jewellery and 
Watches 


FOR MEN 


Discounts on our ticket prices 


Debenhams Men swear 

• ALL men's suits 

• ALL I.Q 

• ALL formal jackets 

• ALL shirts 

• ALL ties and accessories 

• ALL gifts 

• ALL men's shoes 

• ALL beach wear and shorts 

• ALL Mainsail clothing 

• ALL casual outerwear and 
tops 

• ALL knitwear 

• Selected Dannimac 


• ALL Trader, socks, 
underwear, sleepwear, 
formal and casual trousers 


Burton Men swear 

• ALL menswear 

Top Man 

• Selected menswear 
Principles 

• Selected menswear 


Champion Sport 

• ALL menswear, ladieswear 
and youths clothing 

• ALL sports shoes 

• ALL accessories 


When you buy a Christmas 
TUrkey Lunch in a Debenhams 
Restaurant or Coffee Shop 


tbe Savoy Cafe is ADoa, In what 
was then Clackmarn ianshire. 
Tbough the cafe did not bear 
much resemblance to its Lon- 
don namesake (it had a repu- 
tation for good ice-cream) be 
had made a gigantic leap. 

Rocco ’s ambition was multi- 
plied 10 times over in his eldest 
son, Charles. Even as a teenag- 
er be worked out that if you 
knew tbe figures that equated 
to a protit/cost ratio in one care, 
there was no reason why other 
cafes could not be run accord- 
ing to the same rules. 


FOR HOME 


Discounts on our ticket prices 


All Cookshop 
• Including Le Vrai Gourmet, 
Meyer, Le Creusct & Prestige 


Bed Linen 

• ALL Debenhams bed linen, 
quilts and pillows 

• ALL Sheridan, Accord and 
Coloroll ranges 

• ALL Dorma plain dyes 


Home Furnishings . ^ 

• ALL ready. made, curtains ’ 
•, AIXJtfQStyn custoraxhade .. 

cur tains 

• Selected Montgomery 
custom made curtains 


Home Interiors 

• ALL pictures and mirrors 

• ALL Debenhams cushions 


Glassware & Cutlery 

• ALL Debenhams crystal 
glassware 

• ALL Oneida and Vincrs 
cutlery 

• Selected Edinburgh Crystal 

Bathshop 

• ALL Debenhams towels 

• ALL Debenhams bathrobes 

• ALL Christy towels 


China and Table Linen 

• ALL Denby, Portraeirlon, 
Wedgwood Home and 
Poole Pottery 

■ ALL Debenhams table linen 
All Junior Homestore 

(Not In aV stores) 

Bensons Beds (not in un stores) 

• ALL beds in stock 




• ALL Budget CDs and tapes 
from NOW 




Debenhams Gifts 
■ ALL Photoframes and Dolls 


• ALL Debenhams Casual 
Dining and Casual living 


• ALL Debenhams Christmas 
decorations 


When Charles hit his twen- 
ties expansion became the fam- 
ily motto. M3k bars were his 
area - “I did not even know 
what a milk bar was," he says in 
his autobiography, but he read 
about them, visited one in Lon- 
don and bought a chain. “He 
had," says one acquaintance, “a 
shrewd eye for undervalued 
properly - that was really what 
made hrm so successful.” 

In 1938 Rocco retired and the 
Fortes moved south. Charles's 
appetite increased. He moved 
from milk bars into hotels — 
most famously buying tbe Trust 
House empire. 

Tbe basis for Forte’s success 
was his skill with figures. He 
knew the sums that would reap 
finan cial reward. However, 
those same sums cost him qual- 
ity. The Trust House hotels 
were criticised for going “down 
market” and the standard of 
food and drink in Trust House 
Forte establishments was leg- 
endarily bad. But they made 
money. 

By the Eighties Charles had 
a helper at hand. His son Roc- 
co, knighted last year, who had 
an Oxford degree and had been 
bom with something of a silver 
spoon in his mouth, nominally 
took over as Forte chief exec- 
utive in 1982. (His father did not 
relinquish real control for sev- 
eral years, causing Sir Rocco to 
have a downtrodden image 
which proved difficult to lose). 

Now, though, it is universal- 
ly accepted that be is a great suc- 
cess in his own right “Rocco 
-does not have the same fire in 
his belly as his father,” says 
Christina Odone, editor of the 
Catholic Herald (of which the 
Fortes own 20 per cent). “But 
that is not to say he is not am- 
bitious. 

“He is always incredibly well- 


prepared at board meetings. 
And he is utterly charming. A 
surface of charm, if you like 
coats his steely core." 

Sir Rocco's quieter nature 
was arguably what procured 
the prize that his father had 
sought for so many years. In 
1985 he agreed to something his 
fathe r would never have con- 
templated: to own 68 percent 
of non-voting shares in the 
Savoy. This meant he was not 
the hotel’s owner but merely a 
rank and file director. 

The tactic, however, paid 
off. In 1994, when the Savoy 
management was deemed sim- 
ply too “laid-back”, the Fortes 
took over. 

Sir Rocco, who has an heir of 
his own. Charles, four, is not tbe 
only member of the Forte chil- 
dren to have helped Lord Forte. 
Rocco’s sister, Olga Polizzi, is 
often quoted as being Britain's 
highest-paid businesswoman. 
She reputedly earns oyer f 2.2m 
a year as the person in charge 
of the chain ’s interior decor. She 
is also famously responsible 
for Norman Lament's black 
eye (she was saying good night 
to him. when her then beau al- 
legedly got jealous). 

Ms Fotiza’s eldest daughter, 
Alexandra, 25, has been work- 
ing in a hotel in Hong Kong. So 
the dynasty continues to expand 
Or does it? 

Granada’s bid is not the only 
iliing hairin g the family’s ob- 
session with the hotel business. 
Ms Polizzi said recently of her 
daughter & plans: “Alex would 
make such a good barrister. 1 re- 
ally do not want .her to go 
straight into the family business. 
1 would prefer Alex to do some- 
thing on her own. Rocco un- 
derstands this.” 

Grandpa, presumably, would 
not agree. 






Leisure giants’ 
influence felt 
across nation 


JOHN SHEPHERD 

The names of Forte and Grana- 
da are stamped indelibly on the 
social fabric of Britain. They 
cater for both rich and the 
poor, offering Little Chef 
restaurants, motorway service 
stations, Travefodges, the 
Grosvenor House Hotel in Lon- 
don - and Coronation Street. 

Granada and Forte are gian ts 
in the £100bn-a-year United 
Kingdom leisure industry. Their 
social influence dales back 
decades, and their corporate 
structures owe much to nu- 
merous aggressive and friend- 
ly takeover deals over the years. 
Granada started life as a private 
theatre company in 1 934: Forte 
was incorporated in 1903 as the 
Hertfordshire Public House 
Trust company. 

In terms of management style 
and culture, however, the two 
could not be further apart. Sir 
Rocco Forte, chairman, was bom 
into business, and his family - 
headed by Lord Forte, the com- 
pany’s octogenarian president - 
exerts great control over the com- 
pany. In contrast, Gerry Robin- 
son, Grenada's chief executive 
and chairman designate, was 
the son of a Donegal carpenter 
and the 9th of 10 children. 

Both, however, have had to 
adapt fast to the recent changes 
in the leisure industry. In forte’s 
case the recession has been the 
catalyst, and in Granada’s it has 
been the competitive march of 
satellite and cable television. 

Almost every hotel operator. 
Forte included, was caught cold 
by the recession, and they are 
still only recovering slowly from 


Most Offers Available At All Debenhams Stores Including Browns Of Chester. Stock Subject To Availability. 
Most Home Offers Available In Debenhams ‘At Home' Stores. Not All Departments Participating In This Event. 


for each customer, instead of per 
room as in the United States. 
The legacy of that strategy k th*t 
a large part of the industry is be- 
ing run by receivers. 

Forte is beginning to benefit 
from the marketing changes, but 
its financial position still shows 
scare from the recession. Share- 
holders started to pay for the 


climb out of recession when the 
dividend was first left un- 
changed in 1992, then cut by 
almost a quarter a year later. 

Forte has also thrust itself 
down the path of hotel man- 
agement rather than owning 
great lumps of prime real estate, 
which are costly to maintain. 
Managing hotels on a fee basis, 
or franchises, is the path the big 
hotels groups are taking. 

Hotels are at the forefront of 
mass market end of the leisure 
industry, which thrives on high 
customer turnover coupled with 
the ability to extract as much 
money as possible from cus- 
tomers once they are on site by 
encouraging them to use hotel 
bare, restaurants, accompanying 
golf courses and fitness centres. 

Recession also hurt the tele- 
vision industry, where the cash 
well, used to being topped up 
by big spending-advertisers, 
dried up. heavy cost-cutting 
was largely achieved through a 
rapid scries of take-overs - in- 
cluding Granada swallowing 
London Weekend Television. 

Granada now produces some 
of the biggest television hits in- 
cluding the award-winning 
Crac ker, Coronation Street and 
Prime Suspect, from a much low- 
er cost base than before Mr 
Robinson took the helm in the 
early Nineties. 

One of the most striking 
contrasts between the two man- 
agement styles is how they have 
adapted to the changing habits 
of the motorin g c onsum er. 

Granada, analysts argue, 
the edge over Forte in motor- 
way service stations by being 
quicker to ditch the one-stop 
greasy spoon image in favour of 
merc comfortable, friendly sites 
offering customers a choice of 
decor and food. 

Forte, meanwhile, is having 
to rethink how it markets Lit- 
tle Chef and Happy Eater, the 
market-leading roadside restau- 
rant chains in the face of in- 
creasing competition from the 
big pub groups, such as Bass and 
Whitbread. 
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The Citroen ZX 

s you in the black 
and out of the 
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0°/o APR over 2 years' 


Even Nick Leeson could stay in the black if he 
drove a ZX. 

The Citroen ZX's programmed rear-wheel steering 
delivers a level of roadholding and grip that ensures 
the ZX sweeps confidently through any bend. 


ON THE ROAD PRICE FOR ZX 141 ELATION 5 DOOR" 

DEPOSIT (50%) 

24 MONTHLY PAYMENTS (0% APR) 

TOTAL PAYABLE 


£10,894.25 

£ 5 , 447.13 

£226.96 

£ 10 , 894.25 


For those who wonder about the colour of their 
money, the 5 door ZX Elation comes in a choice of 
four metallic colours. There's also a choice of petrol, 
diesel or turbo diesel engines* 

For further information you can phone free 
on 0800 262 262 or visit your local Citroen dealer 
where you'll discover how the Citroen ZX can 
seriously improve your balance. 


And with the ZX you can now handle your 
finances as easily as the most hazardous country 
road. Because until January 31st all 1 A petrol and 
1.9 diesel ZX models are available with 0% APR 
finance over two years.* 

The Special Edition ZX Elation is available from 
£10,895 on the road** and boasts power steering, 
electric sunroof, central locking, driver's airbag 
and coded engine immobiliser as standard, as 
well as a free Vodafone mobile phoneJ (Perfect 
for inviting the bank manager out to lunch.) 
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craft zx 


CITROEN ZX 

NOTHING MOVES YOU LIKE A CITROEN 


-mi tmf ROAD PRICE INCLUDES VAT AND C&34JE FM NUMBER PLATES. DELIVERY AMD SIX UOfJTHS’ ROAD fUND LICENCE- ‘TWO YEARS' 0% APR FINANCE AVAILABLE ON ZX 1 *< M0 ISO l EXCLUDING TURBO D> MODELS SUBJECT TO TERMS AND CONDITIONS A GUARANTEE MAY BE REQUIRED FINANCE SUBJECT TO 
.. . -unuuu , t, ciAJlON 5 DOOR- W PRIC£ £,a8M f " 7*7 ' * AUruil r inunQM WC1A 200. TUOfllLf PHONE OFFER EXCLUDES CHANNEL ISLANDS AND ISLE OF MAN ELIGIBILITY SUBJECT TO AGE. STATUS. TERMS AND PAYMENT OF A 12 MONTH UNE RENTAL AGREEMENT ALL OFFERS APPLY TO RETAIL REGISTRATIONS OP NEW CITRONS ORDERED AMD REGISTERED 

^^^rmN OUDTAnONS ON REQUEST FROM PSA FINANCE PIC , SICILIAN AVENUE. LONDON BowtEN T8TLM AND 31.LM, FOR EXPORT/TAX-FHEE SALES CONTACT OTROtN BERY*L£V SOUAfiL TEL 0.7. 629 B818 PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS 
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£30,000 has been given by the fSiationaS _o..ery Chanties Board to buy a 16-seat minibus ter the Stafford Swallows Sports Club for the Disabled 


The specially adapted minibus will give those with physical and learning disabilities the chance to take-pkrt In, various sporting activities like swimming and bowling. Its one 
of thousands of projects, big and small, that will btmelrt from all the money you’re helping to raise. Fq^ eyery pound you spend on The National Lottery or National Lotte 
Instants, 28p goes to the Good Causes chosen l^^^rllament Namely, Sport, Arts, Heritage, Charities and projects to celebrate the Millennium. Over £i billion has been 
raised so far, to help people all over the country. Just like Judy here. It means whenever you play The National Lottery, you'll be helping someone else to further themsel 


Tfg THE NATIONAL LOTTERY” 

THE NATIONAL LOTTERY CHARITIES BOARD IS INDEPENDENT OF CAMEL OT GROUP PL C AND THE GOVERNMENT* 
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. It’s like the Black Death has struck’ 
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iMenin^s outbreak: Confusion and distress in Lincoln as 
; neaitn authority hands out antibiotics to pupils 


REBECCA FOWLER 

-Tbe football fields were empty 
iADd the netball courts were 
shut up af the City School in 
~ -Lincoln yesterday, as pupils ar- 
rived to pickup emergency an- 
tibiotics to protect them against 
the outbreak of meningitis that 
has lolled five people in the 
county in less than two months. 

"Rvo of the victims were pupils 
from the school and a third, Car- 
oline^ East, 14, was still critical- 
ly ill last night in Lincoln County 
Hospital, after being admitted 
With meningitis on Monday. 

An atmosphere of confusion 
and distress hung over the 
school, which will remain dosed 
until at least Friday. Local 
health authority officials were 
overseeing the handing out of 
the antibiotics in the main hall, 
after reversing late on Tuesday 
night an earlier decision only to 
administer the drugs to 15- and 
16-ycar-olds and offering them 
instead to all pupils. 

Many of the parents were 
worried not only about their 
children at the school, but also 
that their younger children may 
be at risk from siblings. Among 
them was Susan York, whose 
daughter Leanne, 15, is at the 
City School. 

“We were phoned up at lit 
o’clock this morning and asked 
to come up to the school for an- 
tibiotics, and there’s a lot of con- 
fusion over what's happening,” 
Mrs York said 

“Leanne is certainly not com- 
ing back until we're sure every- 


thing is completely okay. She’s 
got an cight-vear-old brother, 
and a lot of us are concerned it 
could spread to other schools. 

"It's a real shock ... You nev- 
er think h’s going to be nn ynur 
duonoep. A lot of us fed let down 
that more wasn’t done sooner." 

The first meningitis victim at 
the school was Kelly Roberts, 
1 5. who died at the end of Oc- 
tober. The second, Sam Bin ns 
15, died last weekend. 

As pupiLs cycled aimlessly 
around the entrance to the 
school yesterday, they expressed 
their shock at the deaths of their 
classmates. “It s awful, it's like 
the Black Death has struck,'* 
Amber Smith, 12. said. 

“Everyone lias been in lears 
over it, and 1 couldn't believe it 
when wc were told about Car- 
oline at registration yesterday. 
She’s so tall and stTong-h <• iking . 
and she's always really cheerful?* 

All City School trips have 
been cancelled, including an fee 
skating outing to Doncaster 
this weekend, and football and 
netball matches with other 
schools have been postponed. 

The local health authority 
was offering reassurance yes- 
terday over its decision to extend 
the prescribing of antibiotics. 

Dr Michael Le Gcyt. a con- 
sultant in incommunicable dis- 
ease control for Lincolnshire 
Health Authority, who is head- 
ing the investigation into (he 
outbreak, said: “Wte derided nol 
to give them earlier, because 
based on past experience wc did 
not feel there was a need to. 


Genes reveal 
Adam came 
out of Africa 


TOM WILKIE 

Science Editor 

Adam was black and lived in 
Africa 50.000 to 100.000 years 
ago, according to scientists who 
have delected traces of his genes 
in the DNA of modem men. 

Thken together with earlier 
results on the evolution of 
women, the studies carried out 
by geneticists in the United 
States and at Cambridge Uni- 
versity indicate- that the whole 
of humanity may be descended 
from a small tribe of about 
10,000 people, some of whom 
migrated out of Africa within 
the past 100,000 years or so. 

Humans spBt off from their 
common ancestor with the chim- 
panzees and gorillas much ear- 
lier - between 4 million and 6 
millio n years agp. Bnt although 
these archaic forms of early hu- 
mans were tbe first to spread out 
of Africa and populate much of 
the globe, it now appears they 
left no descendants. 

Instead, a small group of 
anatomically modern humans 
evolved in Africa, splitting off 
from the archaic Line. Hie de- 
scendants of this group, some of 
whom started migrating out of 
Africa one hundred millennia 
ago, have inherited tbe earth. 

Men inherit from their 
fathers a special strip of DNA, 
known as the Y-ehromosome. 
Several years ago, Peter Good- 
fellow, professor of genetics at 
Cambridge University, found 


the genetic “switch" on the Y- 
chromosome which makes em- 
bryos develop into males rather 
than females. His research stu- 
dent, Simon Whitfield, realised 
that because the Y -chromo- 
some's genes are nol shuffled as 
happens to other chromosomes, 
it would cany information about 
the lineages of humanity. 

Mr Whitfield compared the 
rale at which Y-chromosomcs 
from different human popula- 
tion; acquired mutations with the 
mutations in a chimpanzee's Y- 
chromosome. Assuming that 
they both mutated at the same 
rate, and knowing from archae- 
ological evidence how long ago 
chimps and humans diverged, 
this set the molecular “dock” by 
which hejudged how quickly the 
modem populations of humans 
have diverged. 

He found less divergence be- 
tween males than other re- 
searchers had found in earlier 
studies of the DNA passed down 
solely through the maternal line. 
He cannot explain the difference 
in population structure. 

Although most molecular 
data tends to point towards an 
African origin, Mr Whitfield 
said, he warned that “we can’t 
be too confident about tbe dales 
for the last common ancestor". 
It may be impossible to disprove 
tbe competing idea that modem 
humans evolved at the same time 
from file archaic populations, txit 
“out of Africa is the most par- 
simonious hypothesis". 


HELP! 

For the sufferers of kidney disease , 
high blood pressure, diabetes, cystitis 


The National Kidney 
Research Fund has research 
programmes to discover the 
causes of Kidney Disease, 

High Blood Pressure, Diabetes 
and Cystitis which affect 1 in 
5 of the population. 

The NKRF produces reports 
with proceeds from sales of 
these funding research and 
kidney patients. 

In the first issue, subscribers 
will read about the causes 
and treatment of these 
ailments and future issues 
will have a question and 
answer column. 

If you would like to be 
kept informed on these 
mattere, please join our list 

national 


of subscribers to the NKRF 
Bulletin - the cost is just £10 
per year. 

Payment may be made by 
cheque. Postal Order, Direct 
Debit or Credit Card (please 
state card number, expiry 
date, full name and address) 
and indicate which booklet 
you require - High Blood 
Pressure. Diabetes, Kidney 
Disease or Cystitis and send 
to: 

The National Kidney 
Research Fund (SubJ) 

3 Archers Court, 

Stnkeley Road, 

Huntingdon, 

Cambridgeshire, 

PE18 6XG. 

Tel: 01480454828 


RESEARCH 



national kidney RESEARCH saving lives 

Registered Charily Number 252892. 


Giving mass medication to peo- 
ple who do not need it could be 
irresponsible." 

The seventh victim of the 

meningitis outbreak, a 40-year- 
old Lincoln man, was also still 
critically ill in the Queen’s 
Medical Centre in Lincoln Iasi 
night. In September cases of the 
disease in the county were re- 
ported to have risen by 38 per 
cent in a year. 

The results of swab tests tak- 
en from 15- and lb-year-olds ai 
the City School will come 
through on Friday. They will 
identify whether the outbreak 
strain of meningitis is present in 
the group. 

liu+wra Peck, headteacher of 
the City School, was trying lo of- 
fer comfort to parents yesterday. 
"We’ve closed I he school be- 
cause wc thought parents would 
be more comfortable if their 
children weren’t there." she 
said. “I'm told it's just a statis- 
tical coincidence, hut to have 
this many cases makes it hard 
lo believe." 
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Emergency measures: Pupils arriving at City School, Lincoln, yesterday for preventive medicine 


against meningitis 


Photograph: Glynn Grtffi 
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Party politics turns 
Britain into an 
‘apathetic’ nation 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

Briions are now deeply apa- 
thetic about party politics, 
strongly punitive towards crim- 
inals, and surprisingly in favour 
of imposing higher taxes on the 
rich, according the annual sur- 
vey of British Social Altitudes, 
published today. 

Startling figures in the survey 
suggest that public cynicism 
about the political system has 
plumbed new depths, with few- 
er than one in four voters be- 
lieving that British governments 
of any party put the national in- 
terest above that of the party. 

The lack of interest is even 
more dramatic among 
teenagers - included in a spe- 
cial sample of the survey for the 
first time. Only one in eight 12- 
to 19-year-olds expresses a 
strong interest in politics, com- 
pared with one in three of 
those aged 2S or over. 

And although nine in ten 
teenagers, despite growing up 
during the TTtatcher years, 
know that John Major is not the 
first male Prime Minister, and 
eight in ten know the lories won 
the last election, the 12- to 19- 
year-olds are much less knowl- 
edgeable about more complex 
subjects. For example, only four 


in ten know that there are 
more than 100 MPs. 

Hie public’s apathy is also 
marked when it comes to local 
politics. In 196S, three-quarters 
of the public believed that vot- 
ing in local elections mattered, 
compared to just over half who 
now believe iL Interestingly, in 
view of what many commenta- 
tors believe is a decline in the 
powers of local government, 
more than twice as mazzy peo- 
ple (39 per cent) favour less cen- 
tral control of local government 
compared with 16 per cent who 
want more central control. 

Only one in three people be- 
lieves councillors can be trust- 
ed to place the needs of their 
area above those of their own 
political party. But in this re- 
spect local councillors do bet- 
ter than MPs - trusted by only 
25 per cent of (he electorate to 
put the national interest first 

The survey, produced by So- 
cial and Community Planning 
Research, suggests that the 
“British public has become 
more punitive and less liber- 
tarian over the last decade in its 
attitude towards crime and pun- 
ishment”. 

Fewer than three in five peo- 
ple (58 per cent compared with 
67 per cent 10 years ago) now 
support the classic view of the 


British legal system “that it is 
better to let a guilty person go 
free than to convict an innocent 
person”. About the same ma- 
jority is still solidly in favour of 
the reintroduction of capital 
punishment for all murders. 


While a majority of people 
(58 per cent) favour higher 
spending on social welfare. 


most are also well aware that 
this would mean higher taxes. 
But there has been a sharp in- 
crease in the proportion of 
people who believe that the bur- 
den of higher taxes should fall 
especially on the better oft 
Fifty-six per cent of people 
now take that view, compared 
with only 32 per cent a decade 
ago, and this includes 51 per 
cent of those in the top third of 
the income scale. 

Figures on attitudes to Eu- 
rope show deep divisions on 
whether there should be further 
integration, although 77 per 
cent of the populations do oot 
believe there is now any ques- 
tion of leaving the European 
Union. The number thinking 
that the United Kingdom 
should withdraw has dropped 
from 42 per cent to 17 per cent 
in the past lOyears. The survey 
also suggests that younger and 
better educated voters are more 
pro-European in outlook. 








Seeking a retirement home: An elderly tube train on show yesterday at Moorgate station in the City of London. It is to be lotat 

Brooks’ auction on 5 December of redundant London Underground signs, clocks, litter bins and other memorabilia Photograph: Edward Webb 
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P75 PENTIUM* MULTIMEDIA PC 

• Intel P e nt iu m * 75MHz processor. Ufa — dm* 

• 8Mb RAM/5/0Mb hard drive. ||A#| 

b6 Software Hies: Microsoft Windows 95 aIIvbvb 

and 5 CD-ROM titles including fall * f jj 
Space Mission, Vforld War 1 cl020^"i 


8Mb RAM 
ond 
500Mfc 
hard -drive 


APPLE 6200CD — 1 

MULTIMEDIA PC 

•Quad speed CD-ROM drive. 

• 403 power PC processor 

• 21 software tides including M^CRQM, 

Grafters E ncyclop ed ia, 3D Atlas, ftl 

TftoWfay 7ft hg* Wart *!*_#_ 

Prodjet may rfifcr 4gMy from lusMted rllQ5.ll 


NEW EXCLUSIVE 
FROM APRICOT 


PACKARD BELL 
NOW WITH 
£1000 OF 
SOFTWARE 


902SP60 

• Intel Pentium* 60MHz processor. 

• 528Mb hard drive and 
8Mb RAM. 

• Quad speed CD-ROM drive. 
Was £1499. SAVE £lOO 

Intel feside Hid Pentium Processor logos ere 
tmdam aAs of Intel Corporation. 

Dixons Deal 


Window! 95 

Included 


:< g. * . 1 1 ' *>*>i 


COMPAQ 7106 DX4/W0 

MULTIMEDIA PC 

• DOU/lQOMHz processor.* 8Mb RAM cx«J42QMb 
had drf«. • Quad-speed CD-ROM drive. «*— m 
e 8 soflwoe fifes inducfcng Microsdl II A A 

Windows 95, Microsalt Money, pi I W W 

2 CD-ROM flies - Comptons Interactive fall f #5 
Encydopedb, Kings Quest Vtt. r 1 D20-*j 



r/a nmiuivr 
MULTIMEDIA PC 

• Intel Rrfum* 75 MHzptooessoc ■ m fkft 

• Microsoft Windows 95 plus 6 CDRQM |E(J(J 

ties induing ftftOdone erd Mogic £lw77s, 

Carpel • Ouad-^jeed CDROM drive. r 1360. is 7.. 


BRITAIN'S BEST CHOICE OF TOP BRAND PRINTERS 


VAT 


fill 90.44 Ml 


SOFTWARE PACKAGE: INCLUDES OVER £1000' SOFTWARE 


• 38 tills* inctiK&ng 21 on CD-ROM. 

■ ■ ■ |MK»lU5UU __ » Business Glfes inducing MS Vfaifa, 

windaws95 

MS Enawto VS 

lUviUir^Ag)m<(rtdar«|KfaHtMt • 6 games tides incfixfng kitorplay Descent 

CD-ROM. 


PACKARD BELL 9015 

DX4/75 MULTIMEDIA PC 

• Intel DX4/75 MHz processor. 

• 8Mb RAM and 420Mb band drive. 

• Complete with software: 

Microsoft Windows 95, MS Money, 

MS Works, MS Entertainment ^ 

Pack, Lotus Organizer and _ _ 

3 CD-ROM Niles. 1 1 

• Dual speed CD-ROM drive. ^11 

• 1 2 months In-home Service. frll 

Was £1299. SAVE £MN» 


NEW 


Dixons Deal 

1199 . 



CITIZEN ABC DOT MATRIX 
COLOUR PWflEB 

• Up to 2 pages per rmrnrte. 

• 8Kb memory buffer. 

• 5 resident fonts. 

• 360 DPI print resoft/ion 


PANASONIC KX-P2135 
COLOUR DOT MATJUXPWOT1 

• low cost quafity printing. 

• Quid operation 

• Ided far home office or 
snofl business. 


HEWLETT 
PACKARD 

DESKJET 400 COLOUR 
INKJET PRINTER 

• Up :e 3 peg-i p=: rr^re or:- ;c~c 

• 50 pace cuK^s-i: ss 

• Cctc-gc! c r d ecrv ~o czs'z'z 
"hi £279.99. b-<bre =.ic5 £7- c =?. 

EXCLUSIVE 


(14999s 



CANON BJC4000 
8UBBIEST COLOUR TMMTBl 

■ lip to 4 pages per min. (mono). 
• 360*360 dpi resolution. 

■ 64K memory buffer. 


LEXMARK WNWKffER 


• 600x300 dpi resolution. 

• Up to 3 pages per minuto. 

• Spoken messages. 

• 1 50 page sheet feeder . 


199 . 


. 1 : j" 4 . a. witvMuflA t fi* • 

BUY NOW PAY NEXT YEAR ON ALL PCs & PC/PRINTER PACKAGES 


£1020.43 ~aj 



THE BEST DEALS FOR 


MOST STORES OPEN SUNDAY ms om-200 0200 for your nearest branch 


OWN ANY PC FROM ONLY £ 29.»» PER MONTH apr!9,9 



NOW YOU CAN ORDER BY all major debit carps accepted 
PHONE SIMPLY CALL 

FREEPHONE 0500 50 40 30 delivery charge £3.25 per order 



Bogus claim 
probe led to 
family ordeal 


I IAN MacKINNON 

Procedures employed to inves- 
tigate bogus damages claims 
against a local authority and its 
insurers were being reviewed 
yesterday after private detec- 
tives spent a month trailing a 
family before discovering they 
were watching the wrong peo- 
ple. 

Sharon Wood, 25, and her 
family were so alarmed by the 
attentions of the team that she 
called the police and was given 
a police escort in the mistaken 
belief that she might be the sub- 
ject of a kidnap attempt. 

Once the error was discov- 
ered Geveland County Coun- 
cil apologised unreservedly to 
the Hartlepool family and the 
insurers. Zurich Municipal, 
which had contracted the in- 
vestigators to examine a claim 
said it would review its contract 
with the firm. 

However, despite the ordeal 
both the authority and the in- 
surers said they would contin- 
ue to use private detectives to 
examine claims, which now to- 
tal hundreds of thousands each 
year and have grown eightfold 
in lOyears. 

The two-man detective team, 
investigating a claim against 
the council by a woman who had 
lived at the Woods' house pre- 
viously and had fallen in the 
street injuring herself, took it in 
turns to follow Mrs Wood as she 
accompanied her children, 
Craig, six, and Rebecca, two, to 
school. 

They photographed and 


filmed her movements on video 
until finally Mrs Wood con- 
tacted the police and was giv- 
en protection by plain clothes 
officers. 

Extra playground security 
was laid on by teachers at her 
children’s school because of 
fears that the children might be 
abducted, before the blunder 
was discovered. 

The anxiety Mis Wood and 
her family experienced was 
heightened because some years 
before she had been harassed 
by someone who plagued her 
with phone calls and watched 
her every move. 

She was angry at her latest or- 
deal “They put me through heU 
I didn't know what was going on. 
Eveiy time the doorbell or the 
telephone rang I started shak- 
ing like a leaf. They used to dri- 
ve along in their car at walking 
pace just a few feet behind us. 
I wanted to get the registration 
number but I was too afraid to 
look. It was like a repeat of that 
nightmare. ” 

Officials at Geveland coun- 
cil were embarrassed by the fi- 
asco which began in 1991. Brace 
Stevenson, the authority’s chief 
executive, said; “This was a 
case of mistaken identity which 
should not have happened. We 
sincerely regret any distress 
which has been caused to the 
lady, who found herself unwil- 
lingly involved.” 

Nigel Peake, of Zurich Mu- 
nicipal, echoed the sentiments 
and said that the circumstances 
would be investigated to ensure 
it could not happen again. 



MP sues over 
‘gav’ report 


The Tory MP David Ashby 
sued for libel yesterday over a 
newspaper report which he says 
claimed he was a homosexual, 
liar and hypocrite. 

Mr Ashby, a 55-year-old bar- 
rister and MP for North West 
Leicestershire since 1983, is 
claiming damages over an arti- 
cle in the Sunday Times in Jan- 
uary 1994 headed “Ashby shares 
a double bed on Goa trip”. 

His counsel, Geoffrey Shaw 
QC told a High Court jury that 
the story said Mr Ashby and the 
unnamed man spent the night 
of 6 November 1993 in a hotel 
in Goa known as a love-nest. 

Mr Shaw said it was true that 
Mr Ashby was at the hotel, but 
checked out to move some- 
where more comfortable. That 
was the end of the truth in the 
artidc. Mr Ashby did not share 
the room - he was alone. And 
the hotel was a “perfectly ordi- 
nary cheap and cheerful” one. 

The story also said Mr Ash- 
by had denied an affair with a 
male friend after they slept to- 
gether in a “queen-sized” dou- 
ble bed in France early in 1994. 
Mr Ashby said they shared the 
room to save money. 


Mr Shaw said that the story 
alleged he was a practising 
homosexual who had mkiwH his 
wife - from whom he had sep- 
arated - about his sexuality. It 
also meant that he had lied to 
the public about having an 
affair with the man in France, 
and was a hypocrite in empha- 
sising the importance of the 
family in his election address. 

Times Newspapers Ltd, and 
toe former Sunday Times editor 
Andrew Nett, deny libel. 

Mr Shaw said (heir defence 
of justification included the 
assertion that Mr Ashby is car- 
rying on a homosexual rela- 
tionship with a Dr Ciaran 
KUduff, a friend who helped him 
after his marriage break up. 

Mr Shaw said that, according 
to the newspaper, it was in Oc- 
tober 1993 that Mr Ashby ad- 
mitted to his wife he was gay. 
Mr Ashty' s recollection was of 
a highly-charged exchange in 
which his wife spoke of his im- 
potence and asked if he was “a 
poof like his brother Brian". He 
found this hurtful because his 
brother was dying. “He did not 
admit he was a homosexual be- 
cause he isn’t," said Mr Shaw. 
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The Land Rover Discovery is the best vehicle involved are known from the start; a Land Rover Discovery new Discovery). And if you register the car before 31.12.95 


T ^S» r. on earth. And none too shabby on tarmac. 
It could be yours to own for just £190 a month (plus 
deposit and final payment). And yours to drive away this 
weekend. The package is called Freedom Finance and it 
gives you the following: 

The freedom to choose the amount of deposit; a 
guaranteed future value leaving you with positive equity 
at the end off the scheme; a Land Rover Discovery for oily 
£190 a month; a choice of five mileage bands; insured 
payments with Freedom Cover, a land Rover Discovery 
for only £190 a month; the reassurance that all costs 


for only £190 a month; and three end -of -agreement we’ll give you 2 years free service** and warranty back-up. 


. V. . LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 2^ TO» 3 3 DB . 

. . 25 BWIfn^ A 6 Rm^ 124 M}e jjjjjE B m jgjUjjl . " ■ 

/ thyme madjMte* ••? '. : '■ •••; > •• ~ aa^OOffl- 

: • • Papas* ;.- ; ; ■.. V . ’ - £7.720.17 

£12,17 as? v 

> • 24 1 ; ' • ! £18008 

y :" ckflBraani^jlHpa^ '■ /. ; - • ' • ^fflO QOiB . ' 

i -;;y ^ ' '"V*- ■■ ! -': * fl&4Qp.8B‘ - ’ 

. v ' " v ' : '•"'gJflD.W . 

’’ « ■ ffi87417 

. C'.^\ v:.V*. . . . * S22 JHX7 

■■■■■ 13% 

; swiBiBWTBWitf g g & jjoc^to ncewsr nar»t. 

options^ (pay the final payment and keep the car; give 
the car back and walk away; n or put the equity towards a 


If you’re interested in Freedom Finance, there are 
only two things you need do. 

Contact your nearest dealership. And cancel Sunday 
lunch at Aunt Jemimah’s. 


For further information: Freephone 100 Land Rover or fill in the coupon and post to: 
Land Rover, Freepost TK434, Twickenham, Middlesex TW2 5UN. Fax to: 0181 894 3099. 


Address 


Postcode 


Current Car 


Surname 


Telephone 
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news 


Feminists 
told that fat 
is a health 
risk issue 


GLENDA COOPER 

Feminists who claim that it is 
fine to be fat are ignoring med- 
ical evidence of substantial 
health risks, a senior nutrition- 
ist told a conference on obesi- 
ty yesterday. 

Professor John G arrow, ed- 
itor of the European Journal of 
Clinical Nutrition, told the con- 
ference, Exploding the Myths of 
Obesity, that an kteal of extreme 
thinness was not an invention of 
late twentieth-century male op- 
pression but had been around 
for centuries. 

Professor G arrow said that al- 
though writers such as Suzy Or- 
bach (author of Fat is a Feminist 


The' percentage of obese 
people m Britain has doubled 
since 1980 and . is expected 
to , double again by 2005, 

A quarter of British women and 
a fifth of mean may be obese 
byJ2005; government targets 
are for ority 6 per cent of men 
and 8 per cent of women. 

Deat h fan coronaries is three, 
tnnes. higher in obese people. 

Obesity is increasing because 
although food Intake has 
declined by 20 per cent since 
the 1960s, energy expendi- 
ture has dropped even faster 
and the proportion of fet in the 
diet has remained stable. 

Issue ) and Kim Chemin had 
“good reason to complain that 
women were pressurised to be 
unreasonably thin”, they should 
not let women think that there 
were few health risks associat- 
ed with being obese. 

The percentage of obese 
people in Britain has doubled 
since 1980. Obesity is mea- 
sured using the body mass in- 
dex (weight in kilograms over 
height in metres squared); a 
BMI of less than 20 is under- 
weight, 20-25 ideal, 25-30 over- 
weight and over 30 obese. 



Trouble in ‘Arcadia’ as developers move in 


DANNY PENMAN 

The fii« two families at Holt’s 
Field, a rural hamlet near 


For example a 5ft Sin woman 
weighing list would have a 
BM3 of 233, whereas if she 
weighed 15st she would have a 
BMI of 30. 

Professor G arrow said that 
links between obesity and dis- 
ease had not seemed direct in 
the past because variants such 
as cigarette smoking and pre- 
vious disease had uot been tak- 
en into account. 

“It's like jumping off a high 
buflding,” be said, “you could 
say there are no risks jumping 
off. only when you hit the 
ground fast” 

It had previously been 
thought that mortality doubled 
at a BMI of 38 but a study pub- 
lished in September this year of 
115,000 nurses, which elimi- 
nated smokers and those who 
died within four years, showed 
that mortality doubled by die 
time the BMI reached 32. 

Professor G arrow also at- 
tacked Kim Chemin ’s theory in 
Wonumsize The Tyranny of ten- 
derness that fat people suffered 
more from problems such as hy- 
pertension because of the stig- 
matisation they faced 

He said that he had studied 
the Pima Indians of Arizona 
who regarded fat as good “there 
is no social stigma of obesity”, 
he said, “but 50 per cent of those 
over 40 are diabetics”. 

He called for every local au- 
thority to set up a self-financ- 
ing non-profit making slimming 
club where people could be 
treated by trained dieticians. 

And Professor Tom Sanders, 
Professor of Nutrition and Di- 
etetics at King’s College, Lon- 
don, told the conference at 
Bart’s hospital in central Lon- 
don that writers of diet 
books “peddled half-truths and 
science fiction”, particularly the 
idea that cellulite was caused by 
toxins. He said cellulite was the 
French word for fat invented by 
the cosmetic industry and “was 
nothing to do with toxins”. 

“The diet book industry is a 
capitalist’s dream. It churns 
out products that don’t work,” 
he added. 


by a property developer who 
wants to knock down their 
homes and build an executive 


HolFs Field, on the Gower 
Peninsula, has been the subject 
of a series of bitter legal wran- 
gles for the past six years. The 
ground under the hamlet of 27 
chalets, which has been com- 


jdyll, was bought by a 
p ro perly development compa- 


Hard to handle: A Holt’s Field resident is removed from his chalet home by bafifffs yesterday 


Photograph: Philip Rees 


EUtestooe wanted to demol- 
ish the chalets to redevelop 
the hamlet The company was 

refused planning permission by 

Swansea City Council, lost on 
appeal to the Welsh Office, 
and also in the High Court 

But Tim Jones, director of 
Elitestone, decided to press on 
and evict the people from their 
homes. After another series 
of court battles, Elitestone won 
the right to evict them as 
trespassers. 

More than 50 police, bailiffs 
nr>d security guards arrived to 
evict the people from the first 
five chalets shortly before 8am 
yesterday. The residents had 
installed trip wires linked to an 
alarm system to alert them of 
approaching b ailiff s but they 
managed to cut through them 
without triggering the system. 

After the police, bailiffs and 
security guards left, a team of 
carpenters arrived to repair the 
chalets and friendly squatters 
moved in to the homes. 

One resident, WiQ Sked, said 
they were now planning their re- 
ststanoeand seeking legal advice 
to try to prevent the squatters 
from being evicted. 


Ecstasy girl may have drunk too much water 


Doctors who treated the ecsta- 
sy victim Leah Betts believe she 
may have died because she 
drank so much water that her 
brain swelled, restricting its 
blood supply. 

The doctors, who treated 
Leah as she lay in a coma after 
taking an ecstasy tablet at her 
18th birthday party, are ex- 
pected to make their claims 
when the inquest into her death 
gets under way early next year. 

Ecstasy mates its users thirsty 
- but also causes the body to 
produce a hormone which 
retains water. 


If a lot of water is drunk 
quickly, the body cannot get rid 
of it fast enough and the brain 
swells, putting pressure on the 
stem and resulting is a coma. 

Yesterday the inquest was for- 
mally opened and adjourned. 
The South Essex coroner. Dr 
Malcolm Weir, heard that Leah, 
an A-level student at Basildon 
College, had complained of 
headaches, nausea and numb- 
ness in her legs during the par- 
ty at her parent's home in 
Latchingdon, Essex, on 12 No- 
vember. 

The inquest at Chelmsford 


heard she told her mother she 
had taken one ecstasy tablet and 
some drink before she 
collapsed. 

She died in the intensive 
care unit at Broomfield Hospi- 
tal, Chelmsford, after doctors 
declared her to be brain stem 
dead four days later. Her life 
support machine was switched 
off and she never recovered 
consciousness. 

The coroner’s officer, PC 
Derek Sewell, added that some 
good had come from her death. 
“Mr and Mrs Betts allowed 
her organs to be transplanted 


and many people will benefit” 
The cause of death was given as 
ecstasy poisoning. 

A police investigation into 
Leah’s death is currently under 
way. Detectives trying to trace 
the pusher who sold her the fa- 
tal tablet have appealed for 
night-clubbers in Basildon to 
“shop” the dealer involved. 

They have received more 
than 350 calk and pubs and 
nightspots targeted include 
RaajueTs where the teenager is 
thought to have obtained the fa- 
tal tablet 

Detective Chief Inspector 


Brian Storey, leading the in- 
vestigation, said- “Interesting in- 
formation has come in about 
people who were at the Rac- 
queTs night dub when the tablet 


The inquiry has seen the ar- 
rest of four young people who 
have been released on bail. 

Meanwhile, a young woman 
from East Anglia who has re- 
ceived Leah's lungs and heart 
was said to be stable yesterday. 
She also donated her eyes, liv- 
er and pancreas. 

Leah's funeral will be held at 
her village church next week. 



Leah Betts: Inquest told 
of ecstasy poisoning 




ALL THE TRIMMINGS 


17 kinds of artificial 


Christmas trees from 


£5 (1.5ft) fo £99 (8ft) 


5 different sets of 


outdoor Christmas 


tree lights from 
£19.99 each. 


Exciting 
ranges from fun 
themes to 


traditional 


different 


types of 


decorations 


to choose 


from 


Ttee-Top Star 


£ 2 “ 


Tuscan Pine Artificial Tree. 
Multi-twigged branches. 6ft 


(Decorations and Hghls not 
included.) 

Various sets of 
indoor Christmas 
tree lights, 
for example, 

20 multi- 
coloured 
i fairy lights 



(Not shown.) 


trimmings 

and 

decorations 



Terry's Chocolate Orange 17 5g Milk or Plain 
£1.79 EACH £3.58 FOR THREE 


TOY SOX.. 


2011 BEAD CHAM 

Red or Gold 

ASSORTED 
GLASS SHAPES 


£2 

£2.*d 

£H2, 


FATHER 
CHRISTMAS 
ON THE MOON.- 

GLASS BAUBLES 
Red or Gold. 
Pock of 6. 

50mm ... .... 


Offer available in larger Boots stores from 22nd November until 24th December 1995- 
Subfea to availability. 


OPBB4GHOUB3 Monday to Saturday Most itores 8am -8pm. 

Sunday England & Wcies 10am -4pm (where permitted). 
Scoflana & Northern Beiortd 9am - 6pm. (BaBymena ctosed). 
Certain store horn can vary, pteaw 'phone your nearest store to conflrm. 
BSftADTS BIGGEST DJJ CHAM -FOR Y0QB NEAREST STORE PHONE 0181466 4166 
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Someone Cares 


Ste> shown are approximate. Prices ai 
Please “phone to check before I 


to B&Q Supeicentres. Offers sub 
See In store for detafe of our 
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Baby butchery 
is grist for the 
Gingrich mill 


JOHN CARUN 

Washington 

Even by American standards 
the murders in Addison, Illinois, 
were horrific. Even by Wtsh- 
ington standards the response 
of Newt Gingrich was a classic 
of expediency and bad taste. 

Prosecutors said ycsterdav 
they would seek the death 
penalty for two men and a 
woman arrested at the weekend 
in connection with the murder 
of a preen ;mt woman and two 
of her children, aged eight and 
10. All three were stabbed and 
the eight-year-old boy was tor- 
tured, pie killers slashed the 
woman's abdomen open and cut 
the foetus from her womb. Po- 
lice found the infant, a healthy 
boy, in the arms of the woman 
they arrested. 

“She said she wanted a 
baby," said Joe Birkeiu one of 
the prosecutors in the case. “If 
a fiction writer was asked to 
write the most horrible crime he 
could think of, he wouldn’t 
come up with this.” 

On Tuesday Mr Gingrich, 
the Republican Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, 
chose to see a moral in the sto- 
ry, a weapon in his battle with 
President Bill Clinton over Re- 
publican plans to slash welfare 
spending and ease taxes on the 
rich. “Let's talk about what the 
welfare state has created," he 


said, addressing Republican 
state governors in New Hamp- 
shire. “Let's talk about the 
moral decay of the world the left 
is defending." Then he talked 
about the murders. “This hap- 
pened in America. It happened 
in America because for two gen- 
erations we haven't had the guts 
to talk about right and wrong ... 

“Now, a country which" has 
this kind of thing going on — and 
this is not an isolated incident: 
there's barbarity after barbari- 
ty; there's brutality after bru- 
tality. And we shake our heads 
and say ‘Weil, what's going 
wrong?’ What's going wrong is 
a welfare system which sub- 
sidised people for doing noth- 
ing: a criminal system which 
tolerated drug-dealers: an ed- 
ucational system which allows 
kids to not learn and which re- 
wards tenured teachers who 
can't teach, while destroying 
poor children who it traps in the 
process with no hope. And 
then wc end up with the final 
culmination of a drug-addicted 
underclass with no sense of 
humanity, no sense of civilisa- 
tion, and no sense of the rules 
of life in which human beings 
respect each other." 

Illinois Democrats were ap- 
palled. In a statement citing Mr 
Gingrich's “lack of moral com- 
pass 1 ', Barbara Guttman, exec- 
utive director of the Illinois 
Democratic Party, said: “I am 


SA dodges key 


ROBERT BLOCK 

Johannesburg 

fr* 

The first draft of South Africa's 
new constitution was released 
yesterday for public scrutiny, but 
key uapesit^^ 

remained unresolved? 

President Nelson Mandela 
urged all citizens to read the 15- 
chapter document, which will 
soon be published in ftiU in lo- 
cal newspapers. He also asked 
that the members of the Con- 
stitutional Assembly drafting the 
charter consider all constructive 
public input. 

Cyril Ramaphosa. the as- 
sembly chairman, has called 
the draft a “milestone" in the 
transformation of South Africa, 
However, senior negotiators 
said roucb hard bargaining on 
unresolved issues tearing at the 
country still lay ahead. 

They include the question of 
the lifespan of the present Gov- 
ernment of National Unity 
(GNU), a bill of rights, the or- 
ganisation of local government, 
and the degree of autonomy for 
ihe country's nine provinces. 


issues 


The assembly of 490 mem- 
bers of parliament has until 10 
May next year - the second an- 
nivereaiy of Mr Mandela’s in- 
auguration as president - to 
finalise a permanent constitu- 
tion. The assembly will renew 
its deliberations on the docu- 
ment when it reconvenes in 
January. 

Mr Mandela's African Na- 
tional Congress - just shy of the 
two-thirds majority to pass a fi- 
nal constitution on its own - has 
said it wants to replace power- 
sharing in the GNU with ma- 
jority rule. Mr Mandela, 
however, has said minority lead- 
ers should be included in any fu- 
ture government at the 
discretion of the ruling parly. 

Of all the unresolved issues, 
the most contentious will prob- 
ably be over provincial auton- 
omy, which is the central 
demand of the ANC’s arch-ri- 
vals in the mainly Zulu Tnkatha 
Freedom Party of Chief Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi. 
fe|The deaf have persuaded the 
assembly to included sign lan- 
guage as South Africa's 12th of- 
ficial language. 



Good book: Mr Santos-Npya with his find Photograph: AP 


Luther’s Bible found 
after 200 years 


IMREKARACS 

Bonn 

The Bible that broke the mo- 
nopoly of the Catholic Church 
and consigned Latin to antiq- 
uity has been discovered on the 
musty shelves of a provincial 
German libraiy. Missmg for 
200 years, the book on which 
Martin Luther based his histone 
translation into German was 
found in Stuttgart’s Wurttem- 
berg State Museum by a Por- 
tuguese researcher. 

Manuel Santos-Noya came 
upon Luther's Vulgate, the 4th- 
century Latin version of the 
scriptures, while cataloguing 
the museum’s vast collection. 
Brushing aside the dust, the 
pages came alive with teeming 
hand-written words in the mar- 
gins that seemed to be attempts 
torender the text into early 
Hochdeulsch, the language that 

was to evolve into modern 
literary German. 


There were also auto- 
biographical annotations that 
soon gave the identity of this 
16th-century vandal away: 
“DML - 1 was bom in the year 
of 1483 ... In the year of 1518 
did D Staupitz relieve me of my 
religious order ... In the year of 
1519 did Pope L«o excomitm- 
nicate me from his Church ... In 
the year of 1521 did Kaiser Karl 
expel me from his empire. Thus 
was 1 thrice shunned. But the 
Lord took me into Ms care.’’ 

A check by handwriting ex- 
perts established that the author 

of these scxawlings-DML- was 

indeed Doctor Martin Luther. 
Historians believe the book 
was the template for Luther's 
first Protestant Bible, prepared 
in the years 1521-22 in ’Rfarlbuxg 
castle. After the famous 95 
Theses, which Luther nailed to 
the door of Wittenberg cathe- 
dral in 1517, the first German 
Bible is the most important 
Protestant relic. 





revolted that anyone would at- 
tempt to place blame on any 
segment of society for an act of 
such unspeakable brutality. To 
try to win political points at a 
time like this is repulsive." 

Mr Gingrich, who struggles 
to understand why his poll rat- 
ings are so consistently negative, 
engaged in a similar exercise be- 
fore last year's mid-term con- 
gressional elections. 

He said that the wise of Su- 
san Smith, who drowned her 
two children in a kike, "vividly 
reminds every American how 
sick the society is getting and 
how much we need to change 
things". 

Then he declared: "The only 
way to get change is to vole Re- 
publican." It later emerged that . . _ 

Smith came from a staunchly Deborah Evans (left) was murdered with her two eldest children, Samantha and Joshua. The youngest, Jordan, was round unharmed. The 
Republican family. Republican Speaker of the House of Representatives, Newt Gingrich (right), crudely attempted to exploit the crime for political ends 
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Pico 38-60mm Zoom 

Fully automatic. High quality asphcrical 
Zoom lens. Self timer. Versatile auto flash 
with red-eve reduction. £129.99 


BUY THEM 
A MINOLTA 





TriTu 


70W 28-70mm Zoom 

Ultra wide-angle 28mm to 70mm telephoto 
Zoom kns. Stylish ‘pebble-shaped’ design. 
Soft flash for natural looking portraits. 
Also available in black. £199.99 


COMPACT. 

THEY’LL BE 
SNAPPING 
AT EACH 

OTHER ALL 

DAY. 




m 


115 EX 38-115mm Zoom 

Soli: flash for natural portraits and close-ups. 
Striking ‘capsule’ design. Fully retractable 
Zoom lens and flash. Aluminium casing. 
Also available in black. £269.99 



135EX 38-135mm Zoom 

Five shooting modes ro march your 
subject; Macro, Portrait, Night Portrait, 
Take Me, and Spot Metering. Infra-Red 
remote control. £319.99 





MINOLTA 


140EX 38-140tnm Zoom 

The World’s smallest Zoom compact in its 
class. Five shooting modes to match your 
subject. Stylish aluminium casing. Infra-Red 
remote control. £359.99 


mim* . h 


\ Minolta Compact Zoom kits 

All Minolta Zoom compacts shown above 
come boxed in kits, with soft case, 3 rolls 

Minolta (UK) Lad, Rooksky Park, Precedent Drive, Roofcdcy, M3trw Kcptcs, MK13 SHF. of Fuji 400 Super G film and battery. 
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Algeria looks ahead: President warned not 
to disregard fundamentalists after poll triumph 

Jailed Islamists 

demand their 

day in court 


ROBERT FISK 

Algiers 

A week ago - just as Algerians 
were going to the polls to elect 
Liamine Zeroual as president - 
Mostepha Bouchachi, lawyer at 
the Algerian supreme court 
and graduate of Southampton 
University, walked through the 
forbidding iron gates of the old 
French-built prison of Serknd- 
ji above Algiers to talk to a 
client 

In a rectangular room re- 
served for prison visits, Mr 
Bouchachi sat down opposite 
Abdel Kader Hashani, the third 
most important figure in the 
banned Islamic Salvation Front, 
the FIS. Hashani, who has been 
charged with calling for deser- 
tion among the armed forces, 
repeated what he has been 




years: “Let the government put 
me on trial.'' 

Mr Hashani is in solitary 
confinement bat the authorities 
have allowed him a Koran and 
a transistor radio on which he 
listens - according to Mr 
Boucbachi - to the Arabic ser- 
vices of the BBC and the Voice 
of America. Bespectacled and 
invariably dressed in a grey 
khomis gown, he has written to 
President Zeroual, to the Al- 
gerian justice ministry, to his 
lawyer, always demanding to be 
taken to court. 

“This kind of thing shouldn't 
happen in this century," Mr 
Bouchachi says. “Mr Hashani 
was a very peaceful man. He led 
the FIS to win the parliamen- 
tary elections in 1991. These 
elections were annulled by the 
authorities. A month later, Mr 
Hashani wrote a communique 
in which he said: T ask the 
armed forces to respect the 
constitution.' That is all he 
said. But two days later he was 
arrested - and has been in 
prison ever since.” 

The military-backed govern- 
ment took a somewhat differ- 
ent view of the Hashani 
statement In the context of the 
cancelled elections, they re- 
garded Hashani's call as an ap- 
peal to the army to support the 
FIS election victory and to 
stage a mutiny. But no trial fol- 
lowed. “He writes to us all the 
time, saying he wants to be 
judged," Mr Bouchachi says. 


“The trouble is that the people 
in charge of this country don't 
want an independent justice 
system. The law was amended 
two years ago, giving more 
power to the minister of justice 
to suspend judges involved in 
certain cases.” 

Mr Bouchachi, as it turns out, 
is also the lawyer for Ali Bel- 
had}, the second- but most pop- 
ular - FIS leader, arrested 
before the FIS victory in the 
1991 elections and subsequently 
sentenced to 12 years for sedi- 
tion. “I am his lawyer but I 
haven’t seen him for two years,” 
Mr Bouchachi says. 

Moved briefly to house arrest, 
Ali Belhadj and Abassi Madani, 
the FIS leader, held two series 
of negotiations with the gov- 
ernment — a year ago and then 
again this spring ; President Ze- 




lick renounce violence. The 
FIS demanded the uncondi- 
tional liberation of prisoners, 
freedom of movement and as- 
sociation, and permission to 
operate as a political party. 
“When the government derid- 
ed to suspend the negotiations, 
Mr Belhadj was moved to a 
prison in the south," Mr Bou- 
chachi says. “But I have no per- 
mission to see him and I don’t 
know where he is." 

The issue that now faces 
President Zeroual is whether to 
free the FIS leaders after his 
election victory - on the 
grounds that they are no longer 
relevant -or whether to reopen 
negotiations because he is 
strong enough to compromise. 

Sheikh Mahfoud Nahnah, 
the leader of the moderate Is- 
lamist Hamas party, who won 
25 per cent of the votes last 
Thursday, had called for the 
closing erf prison camps, the lib- 
eration of political prisoners and 
an amnesty for certain political 
crimes. The secular Kabyle 
leader. Said Sadi, believes that 
FIS supporters - unable to vote 
for their own representatives be- 
cause their party is banned - 
gave their support to Mr Nah- 
nah. “Fundamentalism is de- 
creasing.” Mr Sadi said after 
hearing that he had won 10 per 
cent of the vote. “The FIS vot- 
ed for Hamas and 25 per cent 
was the best they could get - and 
that’s not very much for a coun- 
try as big as Algeria. The rea- 



IN BRIEF 


Tigers’ last escape route from Jaffna cut 

Colombo — Sri Lankan uoopxs have cut off the last escape route 
for Tamil rebels who are defending the besieged city of Jaffna, 
writes Tim McGirk. A military spokesman in Colombo yester- 
day said that after a fierce attack in which 45 Tamil Tiger rebels 
were killed, government forces managed to capture the main sup- 
ply road leading east out of Jaffna. The Tigers appeared to have 
retaliated, however, a military transport aircraft which crashed 
into the ocean off the Jaffna peninsula with 62 people on board 
was thought to have been shot down by the rebels. 

Gash fails to appease French students 

Paris — France unveiled a four-year plan to iron out inequali- 
ties in its overcrowded and understaffed universities by redis- 
tributing fonds in favour of “poor" institutions, but angry 
students vowed to continue sit-ins and strikes to squeeze more 
funding out of the state. The Education Minister, Francois Bay- 
rou. said an extra 200m francs (£26.4m) would be spent annual- 
ly, a tenth of the sum demanded by the students. Reuter 

Feres sworn in to seek peace 

Jerusalem — Shimon Peres was sworn in as Israel’s Prime Min- 
ister in succession to the assassinated Yitzhak Rabin after par- 
liament voted 62-8, with 38 abstentions, to approve a government 
he pledged would be dedicated to peace. Reuter 

Major wants Turkey closer to Europe 

London — John Major, speaking after talks in London with his 
Turkish counterpart, Tknsu Ciller, expressed Britain’s support for 
Turkey’s bid to form a customs union with the European Union 
and said be hoped the European Parliament would not block the 
deal, writes Tony Barber. 

Bank chief pledges to guard rouble 

Moscow — The Russian parliament overwhelmingly confirmed 
Sergei Dubinin, a refor m ist former acting finance minister, as the 
new head of the central bank. He immediately promised to keep 
monetary polity on track. -4P 

No offence over Chirac’s cheap flat 

farfe — The public prosecutor, Gabriel Bestard, said he had 
dropped an investigation into President Jacques Chirac over his 
low-rent dty-crwned flat “in the absence of any clear offence”, 
lifting a political cloud over the French leader, Reuter 

New president, same party, in Tanzania 

Dar es Salaam — Benjamin Mkapa, of Tanzania's ruling Party 
for the Revolution, was declared President with 61.8 per cent of 
the vote. The party also won 186 seats in the new pluralist par- 
liament, against 46 for the four main opposition parties. Roue 

Killer cured, then executed 

Joliet, Illinois — George DelVecchio. a 47-year-old child-killer 
who underwent surgery earlier this month to relieve a heart con- 
dition, was executed by lethal injection early yesterday, prison 
authorities said. He underwent an angioplasty to dear a blocked 
artery after a heart attack late last month. Reuter 


sou the' FIS didn't want these 
elections was because they 
knew they had reached their ab- 
solute maximum [in populari- 
ty] in 1991: they knew they 
couldn’t do itagain.” 

Algerian newspapers are the 
week filled with reports that Is- 
lamists are handing themselves 
over to the authorities, de- 
spairing of their future after 75 
per cent of the electorate, ac- 
cording to official figures, dis- 
obeyed their call to boycott 
the presidential elections. 

Mr Bouchachi disputes this 
thesis. "Sooner or later," he 
says, “the Bowdrhment will have 
to deatwim the FIS. They can- 
not make the FIS disappear. It 
will not go away. For Zeroual 
to govern, he has to reach rec- 
onaEationwzth the FIS, the Na- 
tional Liberation Front and the 


tries to create his own party and 

hold legislative elections under ----- m. -- - aaa — — - . , _x 

high security, this will lead his Fallen to earth: The toppled pinnacle of a mosque minaret in Cairo. At least 10 people died when an earthquake, centred beneatn me pin m 
country to disaster." Aqaba, shook the Middle East from Lebanon to the borders of Sudan at dawn yesterday Photograph: Aladin Atxiei Nauy/Keuter 
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Widescreen Cinema at Home 
TV, Video and Speaker System. 
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Single currency: Commission accused of massaging figures 

EU view of French 
economy ‘too rosy’ 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 

The European Commission 
came imder attack yesterday for 
issuing rosy economic forecasts 
that some economists said were 
intended to boost the idea that 
France could qualify for a 
single European currency. 

The forecasts were published 
on the same day as a more cau- 
tions assessment by the Euro- 
pean Monetary Institute, 
forerunner of the European 
Central Bank. The differences 
exemplify the emerging clash 
between France, heavily repre- 
sented in the Commission, and 
Germany, influential in the 
Frankfurt-based EML over the 
prospects For a single currency. 

In its half-yearly forecast, 
the Commission predicted that 
eight countries, including 
France, would bring their bud- 
get deficits below the limit scl 
out in the Maastricht treaty by 
1997, in time to qualify for 
monetary union two years lat- 
er. “At the end of 1997, a sig- 
nificant number of countries will 
meet the conditions" for join- 
ing the currency union, said 
Yves-Thibauli de Silguy, the 
French ELI Finance Commis- 
sioner yesterday in Brussels. 



Yves-Thibautt de Silguy: 
Optimistic on deficits 

But the monetary institute, in 
its first “convergence assess- 
ment”, was much more down- 
beat. 

The report said progress to- 
wards economic convergence 
was insufficient. “Public fi- 
nances in most member states 
continue to be far from satis- 
factory,” il said. 

Economists in the City crit- 
icised the Commission as too 
optimistic. Stephen King, head 
of European economics at 
the brokers James Capcl. said: 
“ll is designed to deliver coun- 
tries into satisfying the Maas- 
tricht criteria rather than reflect 
economic reality " 


No country earned a glowing 
report from the EMI. But the 
institute's call for France to 
make more progress in cutting 
its budget deficit even after 
the social security reforms an- 
nounced this month is politically 
sensitive. The EMI's conver- 
gence report said all member 
countries would hove to take 
action to meet the deficit and 
debt criteria limits. 

In another sign of rising ten- 
sions over the single currency. 
Germany pushed ahead with 
plans tu ensure budget disci- 
pline is maintained after mon- 
etary union. Tbco Waigel, the 
Finance Minister, said yesterday 
that European countries would 
work out by next year a “stability 
pact” to penalise countries 
whose deficits exceed the Maas- 
tricht target after the start of the 
single currency. He said French 
and Dutch ministers agreed. 

Bui Mrdc Silguy yesterday 
dismissed the idea of extra re- 
quirements. “There will he no 
supplementary conditions", be 
told a European Parliament 
committee. No national capital 
could dominate EMU discus- 
sions, he said, in a clear refer- 
ence to Germany. 

Only Germany, Ireland and 
Luxembourg already meet the 


Maastricht requirement of a 
government deficit of less than 
3 per cent of GDP. Germany's 
deficit, at 2.9 per cent, was 
sending a warning signal, ac- 
cording to the EMI, while Ire- 
land's outstanding government 
debt was too high. Tbn countries 
satisfy the inflation and inter- 
est rate requirements. 

The European Commission's 
outlook for the next two years 
had a much more optimistic 
flavour. Although it has cut its 
forecasts for economic growth, 
the Commission predicts 
almost as strong an expansion 
next year. 

It foresees GDP growth of 2.7 
per cent in the EU this year, 2.6 
percent in 1 996 and 2.9 per cent 
in 1997. This strong growth of 
GDP allows it to predict that six 
countries will meet the Maas- 
tricht deficit requirement next 
year, up from three, with eight 
qualifying in 1997. The forecasts 
incorporate the recent French 
budget plans, but not the tax re- 
forms due to be announced in 
the next two weeks. 

Mr de Silguy said yesterday 
there must be no doubts about 
governments' resolve to cut 
deficits. Any uncertainly could 
generate a "setf-reinforcing spi- 
ral of weak sentiment". 











Pilgrims from the past: A group of Massachusetts people wading ashore in costume yesterday 

anniversary of the Mlgrim Fathers' first landfall, at Province town Photo graph Jon Harmll/AP 
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STEPHEN VINES 

Hong Kong 

Hong Kong's Governor, Chris 
Patten, and politidansof all fac- 
tions reacted with shock and 
anger yesterday to the disclosure 
of a Chinese plan to set up a 
shadow government and legis- 
lature six months before the end 
of British rule in 1997. 

China has said already that it 
will dismantle the current leg- 
islature once it takes power and 
has threatened lo abolish hu- 
man rights laws it dislikes. How- 
ever, Peking officials have been 
careful never to suggest the es- 
tablishment of Chinese institu- 
tions before the transfer of 
power. The new plan was re- 
vealed in a speech on Tuesday 
night by Sir Sze-yuen Chung, 78. 
He was previously the senior 
noo-goveroment adviser to the 
Governor but is now a key ad- 
viser to Picking on Hong Kong, 
and is talked of as leader of the 
first administration under Chi- 
nese sovereignty. 

Sir Sze-yuen candidly stated: 
“ft is inevitable that a shadow 
government will appear prior to 
the transfer of power." He said 
“a few hundred staff" would be 
employed in a provisional gov- 
ernment secretariat He ad- 
mitted no legal basis had been 
laid for a parallel legislature but 
said the National People's Con- 
gress, China's parliament, could 
easily pass such legislation. 

Mr Patten, visibly angered, 
made it dear yesterday that 
“there will be only one govern- 
ment in Hong Kong before 1 
July 1997". He emphasised that 
the current administration was 
prepared to co-operate with 
foe incoming government “but 
we certainly won’t be prepared 
to consider anything which 
could lead to divided loyalties 
I among civil servants or result in 
confusion or in eroding the ef- 
fectiveness of government as a 
whole". 

Martin Lee, leader of Hong 
Kong's largest political party, 
foe Democratic Party, said: “Of 
aD the proposals from China this 


is foe real shocker. Frankly, I 
cannot see how it can work.” 

Less predictable opposition 
came from Chan Yuen-han, a 
legislator representing foe 
Peking-backed Democratic Al- 
liance for foe Betterment of 
Hong Kong. Allen Lee, leader 
of the Liberal Party, an advis- 
er to foe Chinese government, 
said foe proposals were “not in 
the interests of Hong Kong 
people". 

Sir Sze-yuen also outlined a 
method by which China could 
have foe head of the new ad- 
ministration chosen without an 
election. The mini-constitution 
for the new Hong Kong says 
that the choice should be made 
by a 400-strong election com- 
mittee, but Sir Sze-yuen said lee- 
way existed for a less 
cumbersome process. 

He said that in the six-month 
overlapping period foe parallel 
legislature would estabhsh pro- 
cedures to appoint the Chief 
Justice and court of filial appeal, 
abolish laws which are viewed 
as contradicting the mini-con- 
stitution and adopt a budget for 
the coming year. All discussions 
between Britain and China 
have been based on foe as- 
sumption that foe budget of foe 
outgoing colonial administra- 
tion would remain in place for 
the rest of foe financial year. It 
had also been assumed that ju- 
dicial appointments would be 
made before 1997 and remain 
in place afterwards. 

One of foe few public figures 
to support foe proposals was foe 
pro-China trade unionist Thm 
Yiu-cbimg. He said a shadow 
government was “inevitable 
during a transfer of power” 
and nothing to worry about. 
“We need to start working and 
not wait until foe handover.” 

In foe past 12 months China 
has been increasingly assertive 
about what it wants to do in 
Hong Kong after 1997. Past at- 
tempts to win the hearts and 
minds of Hong Kong people ap- 
pear to have been abandoned 
m favour of making it dear 
where foe new power lies. 


Spies keep a Goldeneye 
open in any language 


MICHAEL SHERIDAN 

Diplomatic Editor 

For those in Whitehall who 
maintain that gentlemen do not 
spy on their friends, foe adver- 
tisement from the Government 
Communications Headquarters 
(GCHQ) this week rather gives 
the game away. 

The eavesdroppers say they 
arc looking for linguists “at 
foe front fine of intelligence 
translating, transcribing and 
analysing information". 

So far, so routine. But the list 
of languages in which GCHQ 
seeks recruits gives the strong im- 


much more than keeping an eye 
cm potential baddies who con- 
coct their fiendish plots in Ara- 
bic, Chinese or Persian. GCHQ, 


it transpires, is just as interested 
in graduates who speak Japan- 
ese. Or Portuguese. Or Italian. 
Or, for heaven's sake, Dutch. 

Well, in case it had escaped 
anyone's notice in Whitehall we 
have not been at war with Japan 
since 1945. Portugal is our old- 
est ally. The Italians are not 
thought to have any secrets to 
keep. And the Dutch? Perhaps 
foe secrets of running a sound 
economy despite a vanished 
empire are thought to be a prize 
beyond compare. 

There are also vacancies for 
Spanish and German speakers, 
but those can be explained fcj 


Suspicion. And linguists expert 
in “any rare language ofW 
tential interest to the depart 
raenfare also invited to apply, 
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Nothing in it for 
us, Bosnian 
Serbs complain 


i ^ 





TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 

The Bosnian peace plan ran into 
immediate trouble yesterday 
when a senior Bosnian Serb of- 
ficial denounced it as a mistake 
and sceptical noises were also 
heard from the Muslim and 
Croat camps. “What has been 
done is an especially big mis- 
take,'' said Momcilo Krajisnik, 
the speaker of the Bosnian 
Serb assembly, who refused to 
attend Tuesday's ceremony in 
Dayton, Ohio, where the agree- 
ment was initialled. 

The top two Bosnian Serb 
leaders, Radovan Karadzic and 
General Ratko Mladic, main- 
tained a public silence on the 
settlement, but it appeared like- 
ly that Mr Krajisnik and other 
militant Bosnian Serb nation- 
alists would call the assembly 
into session to reject the accord. 
Western diplomats played down 
Mr Krajisnik's hostility to the 
deal saying they were relying on 
Serbia's President. Slobodan 
Milosevic, to ensure compliance 
from the Bosnian Serbs. 

Mr Milosevic had full pow- 
ers to negotiate for the Bosn- 
ian Serbs in Ohio, a point 
graphically illustrated by Mr 
Krajisnik when he said that the 
Bosnian Serb representatives at 
the talks had not even seen the 
final maps showing the division 


of Bosnia until 10 minutes be- 
fore the initialling ceremony. 
The Bosnian Serbs' complain 
that the deal leaves them with 
a militarily vulnerable, eco- 
nomically un viable and politi- 
cally isolated mini-state. 

Croatia's President, Franjo 
Tudjman, returning to Zagreb 
from Dayton, described the 
settlement as good for his coun- 
try, but some parts of the 


Belgrade (Reuter) - Sup- 
porters of Serbian Prest- - 
dent Slobodan Milosevic 
said yestenday they would 
nominate him for the Nth - 
bel Peace Prize for his = 
rote in the peace agree- 
merit There was no men? 
tion of calte abroad for Mr 
Milosevic to be prosecute . 
ed as a war criminal. ! 

state-supervised media were 
conspicuously restrained in 
their enthusiasm. The newspa- 
per Vjesnik said the US nego- 
tiators who brokered the peace 
had failed to understand that 
“the only thing important to 
Milosevic was territory and to 
some extent the lifting of Unit- 
ed Nations sanctions". 

Bosnia's Muslim President, 
AJfja Zzetbegovic, said he was 
pleased (bat the agreement 


would bring peace but added 
that he was dissatisfied with the 
failure to resolve a territorial 
dispate around the town of Br- 
cko in northern Bosnia. He 
also said he had achieved only 
80 to 90 per cent of what he 
wanted for Sarajevo, which is to 
become a unified, open city un- 
der the accord. 

Western governments, aware 
that the agreement needs to be 
implemented quickly if it is to 
succeed, are gearing up to send 

60.000 Nato troops, including 

20.000 Americans, to R«nia to 
supervise it. British officials 
said yesterday they expected 
Britain to contribute about 
15,000 soldkts, up from the pre- 
sent number of about 8,000 
serving with UN forces in for- 
mer Yugoslavia- 

After the settlement is 
signed in Paris in early De- 
cember, foreign ministers from 
around the world will meet in 
London on 8 and 9 December 
to work out the precise details 
of how to implement it. Mean- 
while, Germany will host a con- 
ference in Bonn to put together 
a comprehensive arms control 
regime for former Yugoslavia. 

However, the atmosphere of 
constructive Western co-oper- 
ation was poisoned somewhat 
yesterday when the French gov- 
ernment refused to praise the 
US mediating efforts in Ohio, 









Brlnger of peace: President Allja Izetbegovic greeted by a 


guard of honour on his return to Sarajevo from Ohio Photograph: Danilo Krstanovic/Reuter 


preferring instead to criticise US 
policies in the Balkans since 
1991. “The fact of the matter is 
that the Americans looked at 
this former Yugoslavia busi- 
ness from a great distance for 
nearly four years and basically 
they obstructed developments,'’ 
said the Foreign Minister, 
Hem? de Charette. 

The Prime Minister, Alain 


Jupp6, observed sniffily that the 
US plan accepted in Ohio 
“loots tike a twin of the Euro- 


r^EVMMINP^T ] 


pean plan presented 18 months 
ago” The ministers’ remarks 
appeared to reflect frustration 
that the European Union had 
been unable to forge a peace 
settlement for Bosnia and in the 
end was sidelined as US diplo- 
mats took over. 


Help 6 million to 
rebuild their lives 


White House rallies support for mission 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

The White House is consider- 
ing extending President Bill 
Clinton's trip to Europe next 
week to include a visit to US 
troops preparing to go to 
Bosnia, with the aim of rallying 
support from a sceptical Con- 
gress and public. 

In practice, tittle doubt exists 
that, one way or another. US 
troops will go to Bosnia. History- 
shows that in committing US 
forces abroad, a president as 
commander-in-chief invariably 


has his way. and that at least un- 
til serious mishaps, public opin- 
ion will rally behind him 

Even so, the Administration 
is acutely aware that for a mis- 
sion as* potentially risky as 
Bosnia, some kind of Congres- 
sional approval would provide 
vital political cover should 
things go wrong. 

As soon as the Thanksgiving 
holiday, which begins today, is 
over, the Administration will 
start to make its case in earnest 
on Capitol Hill, while officials 
say Mr Clinton will make a tele- 
vised address to the country 


shortly to explain why Ameri- 
ca's national interest demands 
the presence of 20.000 Ameri- 
can troops in Bosnia. 

In the meantime, some mod- 
ification seems inevitable to 
the visit, which takes Mr Clin- 
ton to London, Belfast, Dublin 
and finally Madrid - most prob- 
ably the addition of a stop in 
Germany. There Mr Clinton 
would meet the First Armoured 
Division, backbone of the future 
US peace-keeping force. 

But yesterday, just hours af- 
ter the initialling ceremony in 
Dayton. Ohio, Mr Clinton's se- 


nior advisers were already bard 
at work on the talk shows, from 
the Vice-President, A1 Gore, 
who described the risks of the 
mission as “minimal", and in 
any case vastly less than those 
of staying out, to Richard Hol- 
brooke, the Assistant Secretary 
of State whose relentless ne- 
gotiating was largely responsi- 
ble for the accord. ’ 

If the three rivals violated the 
Dayton deal before deployment 
started, Mr Holbrooke told 
NBC’s Today programme, “then 
we’re not going to go". Bosnia 
would not be a repeal of Viet- 


nam, nor of Somalia in 1993, 
when a UN humanitarian mis- 
sion turned into a US-led man- 
hunt for a Somali warlord. “It's 
not Somalia, it's not Vietnam, 
they’re not going in unless they 
have very tight guarantees." 

Much depends on whether 
Bosnia can be kept separate from 
the struggle between Congress 
and the White House over the 
budget, which will be played out 
in parallel over the next month. 
If feelings run as high as they did 
when the government was shut 
down earlier this week, entan- 
glement of the two seems certain. 


■ I would like to make a . 
donation to help children in 
former Yugoslavia. I enclose 
a cheque/postal 
order/CAV/CAF card for 

£. made payable to 

one of the following 
charities. 

□ Child Advocacy 
International 

□ British Red Cross 
Former Yugoslavia Appeal 

□ War Child 

□ Save tiie Children 

(please tick as appropriate) 

Signature 

Date 

Please post your donatiorHs} to- 
The Independent Children of 
War Appeal, • ] 

c/o the Independent, PO 
Box 4011, London E14 5BB j 

THANK YOU . ' I 


As the promise of peace de- 
scends on former Yugoslavia, 
our Children of YV&r Christmas 
appeal has already raised more 
than £10,000. We are asking 
readers to support four chari- 
ties, each of which is actively 
seeking to help children whose 
lives have been blighted by 
four years of war. 

Prolonged peace depends on 
enabling six million children to 
rebuild their lives. Many have 
been separated from their par- 
ents for years; others are still 
str ugglin g to find decent food 
and shelter.The funds you con- 
tribute will go to the place you 
choose. 

Save the Children, whose 
main effort is focused on chil- 
dren who have been separated 
from their families, counselling 
and re-uniting them; 

The Red Cross, which is con- 
ducting the largest humanitar- 
ian enterprise in the region. 


OF WAR 
APPEAL 


looking after camps of refugees, 
and linking people through its 
famous messaging network; 

War Child, which plans to 
build 3 £2 .5 m music therapy 
centre in Mostar, and to send 
urgently needed prosthetics out 
to wounded children in the Tu- 
zla area; 

Child Advocacy Internation- 
al which aims to bring up to 100 
sick children back to Britain for 
treatment they could not pos- 
sibly hope to obtain at home. 
Please write your cheques or 
postal order individually to the 
charity of your choice. 
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PEACE IN TE® BALKANS 


Dayton deal holds seeds of own destruction 


The terms: For all its high ideals, the settlement rewards ethnic cleansing 


TOTff BARBER 

Europe Editor 

The Bosnian peace agreement 
represents a brave attempt to 
assert fundamental Western 

values in the Balkans after a war 

in which Combatants on all 
sides treated those values with 
contempt. The settlement aims 
to protect human rights, ensure 
free elections and defend the 
principle that borders cannot be 
changed by force, yet it is found- 
ed on a division of tenitorv that 
implicitly recognises that the 
war’s ugliest consequences are 
□□likely to be revcrsedL 

The central feature of the 
agreement is that Bosnia re- 
mains a united state in its pre- 
war borders, but is split between 
a Muslim -Croat federation with 
51 per cent of Uie land and a 
Bosnian Serb republic with 49 
per cent. Sarajevo, which the 
Serbs warned to partition, will 
stay united in the Muslim-Ooas 
federation with freedom of 
movement for all nationalities. 

The' agreement awards the 
federation the eastern Muslim 
enclave of Gorazdc. which is to 
be linked to the federation by 
a narrow corridor. Bui all oth- 
er towns in eastern Bosnia from 
which Serb -forces expelled 
Muslims from April 1992 on- 
wards arc allocated to the Bosn- 
ian Serb republic. 

One issue was not settled at 
Dayton, Ohio, and will be de- 
cided by intern a lional arbitra- 
tion within a year. This concerns 
the Serb demand for a wider 
corridor near the northern town 
of Brckq la connect Serb pos- 
sessions in west and eastern 
Bosnia. The -Bosnian govern- 
ment wanted, access to the Sava 


THE PEACE PLAN 
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river, which runs along the 
Bosnian -Croati an border "in the 
disputed area, while the Croats 
were outraged at suggestions 
that they should sacrifice the 
historically Croat region of 
Po savin a to accommodate the 
Serbs. The issue almost torpe- 
doed the Ohio negotiations. 

Central Bosnian government 
institutions will include a pres- 
idency, a two-chamber legisla- 
ture. a constitutional court and 
a central bank. The government 
will be responsible for foreign 
policy, foreign trade, monetary 
policy and immigration. 
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MONTENEGRO 


However, the Muslim-Croat 
and Serb zones will have their 
own presidencies, legislatures 
and -- crucially - armies. It is 
open to doubt whether Bosnia’s 
federal institutions will stomp 
their authority on the two sub- 
states. The agreement envisages 
free elections to the legislature 
and presidency as well as to 
those of the Muslim-Croat and 
Serb entities within slx to nine 
months. Refugees will have the 
right to vote in their original 
place of residence, but it is not 
dear how they will be helped to 
exercise this right. 


Mflihilci^led^nnftoSe 
rotumod to Serbs 


Serbs want corndor widened to 
12 miles south of river Sava, 
including the towns of Brcko and 
Gradacac. Goes to international 
arbitration 


Bosnia's capital to be 
reintegrated in Muslim/Croat 
federation as a united city. Serbs 
to cade land m suburbs aid 
abounding MBs. but Serb 
population can remain 


Permanent land link between 
Muslim Gorazde enclave and 
Mushm/Croat federation 


Tcwm to be united under 
MUslim/Ooat authority 

JJI-JUl' LP'.eiJUPll I I _L> KII.I 

People charged with war 
crimes by the United Nations 
are barred from holding office. 
This would include Radovan 
Karadzic and General Ratko 
Mladic, the Bosnian Serb lead- 
ers, and Dario Kordic and Gen- 
eral Tihomir Blaskjc, two senior 
Bosnian Croat leaders. 

Nato forces implementing 
the peace agreement will have 
the authority to arrest indicted 
war criminals if they encounter 
them, hut will not be given the 
task of tracking them down. The 
peace deal requires the gov- 
ernments of Serbia, Croatia, 


Bosnia and the two Bosnian 
entities to eo-operate with the 
UN tribunal. 

In Serbia's case, UN sanc- 
tions will not be fully lifted 
until such co-operation is forth- 
coming and Belgrade address- 
es other concerns, notably the 
treatment of the ethnic Alban- 
ian majority in the southern 
province of Kosovo. This means 
Serbia will be denied access to 
international financial institu- 
tions and refused readmission 
to other organisations. 

The settlement creates a 
Commission on Human Rights 
with an internationally ap- 
pointed ombudsman and a 
Human RighLs Chamber to 
hear cases brought by Bosnian 
citizens. Li says the chamber will 
have the authority to order the 
Muslim-Croat federation and 
I he Serb republic to stopa bus- 
es. but docs not explain now the 
chamber can ensure compliance 
with its instructions. 

Bosnia's 2 million or more 
refugees arc assured of their 
right to return home or obtain 
“just compensation" for their 
losses. However, this clause 
may be a dead letter, as it is hard 
to imagine victims of “ethnic 
cleansing", such as the Muslims 
of northern and eastern Bosnia, 
reluming to areas where their 
tormentors now rule the roost. 

The agreement envisages a 
phased lifting of the UN arms 
embargo on former Yugoslavia, 
with the combatants barred 
from acquiring tanks, heavy ar- 
tillery. mines, military aircraft 
and attack helicopters for 180 
days. How such limits can be en- 
forced when the UN embargo 
was broken with great ease 
during (he war is not explained. 





Students greeting President Izetbegovic cm his return to Sarajevo Photograph: AP 


Serbians’ fighting talk lays siege to the symbolism of Sarajevo 


EMMA DACY 

Sarajevo 

The Dayton agreement is sup- 
posed to restore the physical 
unity of Bosnia- Herzegovina, 
and in particular of Sarajevo. 
But the most significant and 
symbolic issue of die peace ne- 
gotiations Will almost certainly 
be the hardest to enact on the 
ground. 

Sarajevo, promised ^ferren 
Christopher,- the US Secretary 


of Stale, “wiH be unified. Check- 
points and dosed bridges wiH no 
longer divide the families of that 
.city." 

Under the deal agreed this 
week, the Bosnian government 
will assume control of Ilidza, Gr 
bavica, Tlljas, Vogosca and 
Hadaci, roughly north and west 
of Sarajevo and the heartland 
of the siege waged against the 
city. 

Residents have a different 
idea.“Ilidza will never be Mus- 


lim,” Dragan, a Bosnian Serb 
policeman, said fiercely. “Too 
many people have died." Mflen- 
ko Djukic, a civilian who fled his 
home in Sarajevo in February 
1993, agreed. “It has always 
been Serb and it will always re- 
main. Many people have been 
killed here, many young men, 
and we cannot leave their 
graves." 

No one seems sure how "1- 
For” (the Nato Implementation 
Force) is to persuade such cit- 


izens otherwise, nor even of how 
.strong a level of control the gov- 
ernment side is supposed to ex- 
ercise over its new Serb 
dominions. 

Are French or American sol- 
diers to persuade the Serbs to 
surrender their weapons and ac- 
cept a new life ut harmony 
with their neighbours, albeit at 
the point of a gun? Or will the 
world settle for nominal polit- 
ical control, perhaps securing 
main roads out for local traffic 


but opting to go extremely 
slowly on the return of refugees 
from Sarajevo to its Serb-held 
suburbs and vice versa? 

A peaceful reintegration may 
mean that the huge majority of 
Serbs leave rather than live 
under government rule. 

At present, Sarajevans from 
Lhc government side can drive 
through Ilidza with a UN escort; 
a few (mostly women, children 
and the elderly) from both 
ades can. If they have completed 


a bureaucratic maze, cross the 
Bridge of Brotherhood and 
Unity linking Grbavica to the 
city centre. Travel restrictions 
may ease - under the watchful 
eyes of the peace-keepers. 

But how to build sufficient 
trust to enable freer move- 
ment? Most residents on the 
government side say they want 
to live with “good" Serbs, those 
who have committed no war 
crimes. In Ilidza, such distinc- 
tions are dismissed. “What will 


they think of me?" asked Dra- 
gan. “I have been in Ilidza 
since the start of the war de- 
fending my home. Wfll I be a 
‘good’ Serb ora ‘bad 1 one? Who 
wfll judge?” 

Among the Serbs interviewed 
close to the front line there was 
no desire to share anything 
with Muslims or Croats. “Sara- 
jevo must be divided into a Serti 
part and a Muslim part, with 
nothing for the Croats,” Mr 
Djukic said. 


Clearly, some of the anguish 
and hostility stems from an ac- 
knowledgement that the Bosn- 
ian Serbs have watched victory 
slip from their grasp; like their 
enemies on the government 
side, they complain of an “un- 
just peace". Only the people of 
Bosnia - and their politicians - 
can create a modus vivendi; I 
For has the unenviable task of 
ensuring that the senseof de- 
feat does not spawn actions ol 
suicidal revenge. 
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John Collier 


John Collier was an outstand- 
ing leader and champion for nu- 
clear power and the industry 
that supported iL In recent 
years, his vision and determi- 
nation were demonstrated by his 
achievements as Chairman of 
the United Kingdom Atomic 
Energy Authority (UKAEA) 
and then, from 1990, as the first 
Chairman of Nuclear Electric. 

Collier recognised the need 
to define a new future for the 
UKAEA as its traditional nu- 
clear power mission neared 
completion. His strategy was 
based on the commercial ex- 
ploitation of its rich techno- 
logical inheritance, while 
responsibly managing the lia- 
bilities from its mission. He led 
the transformation required to 
translate this goal into reality, 
and it is a tribute to his vision 
and leadership that AEA Tech- 
nology is now on the threshold 
of privatisation. 

It was no surprise that in 1990 
John Wake ham, the Secretary 
of State for Energy, turned to 
Collier after the failure to 
privatise the nuclear power 
component of the Central Elec- 
tricity Generating Board, and 
invited him to be the first 
Chairman of Nuclear Electric, 
set up to run the nuclear pow- 
er stations in England and 
Wales. 

Collier accepted this chal- 
lenge, recognising the immen- 
sity of the task, and with some 
regrets at having to leave AEA 
at the turning point in its trans- 
formation. At the outset, he set 
out his vision for the new com- 
pany in terms of key strategic 
goals. The degree to which 
these goals were achieved, with 
a remarkable turnaround in 
the company's performance 
and the establishment of the 
base for the planned privatisa- 
tion of its AGR and PWR sta- 
tions. was perhaps the crowning 
achievement of Collier’s ca- 
reer. Especially noteworthy was 
the completion of the Sizewell 
B power station, the first pres- 
surised water reactor in Britain. 
The special satisfaction with 
which Collier saw the station's 
successful entry into service 
this year was reflected in his de- 
livery. only a few weeks ago, of 
the Hinton Lecture, to the 
Royal Academy of Engineers. 

Like a number of great en- 
gineers, including his illustrious 
predecessor at UKAEA and the 
Central Electricity Generating 
Board Christopher Hinton, 
Collier started his career at 
the bottom, leaving school at the 
age of 16 to join the Atomic En- 
ergy Research Establishment at 
Harwell as a student apprentice 
in 1951. This provided the gate- 



in the 1970s and into the 
1980s, Collier's career took on 
awderdnnenaon as be was giv- 
en more demanding and wide- 


the UKAEA. He developed a 
broader expertise in the tech- 
nology and safety of light-water 
reactors, and also got increas- 
ingly involved with policy issues 
of international importance. 
Working with Walter Marshall, 
first at UKAEA and then at 


CEGB, Collier played an it 
in the decision 


CofHen demon bowler 


way to a scholarship at Uni- 
versity College London where 
he graduated with a First Class 
degree in chemical engineering. 
His practical training in the Har- 
well Apprentice School pro- 
vided him with a sound 
grounding in applied engi- 
neering and an instinctive feel 
for the shop Door that stood him 
in good stead throughout his ca- 
reer. He retained a great af- 
fection for the apprentice 
school and a strong interest in 
the development and training of 
young people. One of his many 
strengths was his ability to com- 
municate his enthusiast! for en- 
gineering at all levels. It was 
particularly appropriate that 
ne was chosen, during the last 
year, to play a key role in 
Michael Heseltine's initiative on 
Action for Engineering by 
chairing a task force on com- 
municating more effectively the 
importance of technology. 

On leaving university in 1957, 
Collier returned to a Harwell 
which, under John Cockcroft’s 
leadership, had developed into 
one of the workfs great research 
laboratories. It was in this high- 
powered environment that Col- 
lier embarked on his research 
into heat transfer and fluid 
Sow. Although pioneering in na- 
ture, his work had a strong 
practical engineering theme in 
laying the foundations for im- 
proved design and operation of 
boilers in nuclear power stations. 
This practical thnist was main- 
tained through his periods in the 
1960s with Atomic Enemy of 
Canada (AECL) and with the 
Atomic Power Construction in 
Britain. On returning to Har- 
well, he brought his research to 
its culmination with his book 
Convective Boiling and Con- 
densation (1972), which has re- 
mained a standard reference to 
this day, used by students and 
practising engineers worid-wide. 


im- 
portant part in the decision to 
switch the UK's nuclear pro- 
gramme to PWRs (and was sad- 
dened that only one has been 
built so far). This set the basis 
for the subsequent leading roles 
he played with UKAEA and 
Nuclear Electric. 

Hxs achievements were 
recognised by his election as a 
Fellow of the Royal Society, in 
1990. Most recently, he was ac- 
claimed by his fellow chemical 
engineers through his election 
as President of the Institute of 
Chemical Engineers. 

John Collier was a big man 
both in physical presence and 
personality. Although he was a 
man of clear conviction, he 
sought to persuade rather than 
dominate others. At meetings, 
his warmth and sense of hu- 
mility, together with his deter- 
mination to get to the bottom 
of issues, encouraged others to 
express their views openly. He 
had the intellectual grasp and 
vision to reach dear conclusions 
which he then acted on deci- 
sively, even when that involved 
ruffling feathers. 

Although essentially a private 
and serious man, John Collier 
enjoyed life immensely and had 
a tremendous sense of humour. 
Even when the going was tough, 
he thought that work should be 
fun. He had a great lave of mu- 
sic and painting and a particu- 
lar passion for Tinner, he was 
particularly pleased by the 
proposition that the Thte 
Gallery should acquire Bankside 
Power Station, a Nuclear Elec- 
tric inheritance from the former 
CEGB. His greatest sporting 
love was cricket and as a young 
man at Harwell he was an en- 
thusiastic fast bowler it must 
have been an awesome sight. 

Brian Eyre 

If there has been a sea-change 
in the attitude of the broad Left 
in Britain towards civil nuclear 
power — and there has — it can 
be ascribed to two centres of ori- 
gin; to the organisation Trade 
Unions for Safe Nuclear Ener- 
gy, chaired by Bill Morgan of the 
Amalgamated Union of Engi- 
neering Workers, and to John 
Collier, writes Tun DalyeH. 


From the time he became 
chairman of the UKAEA in 
1987, Collier went to infini te 
pains to explain what the 
UKAEA and, later. Nuclear 
Electric, were hying to do, to 
sceptical and worried MPs. As 
a believer in eivfl nuclear pow- 
er, I marvelled at his skill and 
patience in handling over many 
a lunch my more nervous and 
doubting parliamentary col- 
leagues. He was memorable 
for his clarity of exposition, 
which was in the Lord Penney 
class, and for his cheerful, if not 
always too exact, use of crick- 
eting terms such as “googty”, 
“chinaman” and “lbw 7 ’ to de- 
scribe problems of complex en- 
gineering or atomic physics. 
Possibly his favourite riposte to 
MPs asking slightly truculent 
know-all questions was “You 
might think that you have 
bawled a fastyorker on the leg 
stump, but it is playable.” 

In his youth Collier had been 
a strapping, demon, if less than 
accurate, pace bowler, accord- 
ing to a mend of mine who 
faced him. 

Possibly his most important 
long-term achievement in the 
great scheme of matters midear 
was quiet and behind the 
scenes. It was CoIHer who at se- 
nior level at any rate first iden- 
tified the colossal potential 
threat to the cause of nuclear 
power in the world if potentially 
unstable power stations in east- 
ern Europe, such as Kozloduy, 
in Bulgaria, or Smolensk, in the 
Soviet Union, were to suffer 
accident rather than incident. 

"Another Chernobyl,” be 
sighed anxiously, “might shut 
Sizewell We'd better face up to 
that" Therefore he instigated 
and backed with sustained zeal 
Western efforts to provide ex- 
pert personnel and expertise to 
help. In the West's own self- 
interest he atgued we ought to 
spend more money in doing 
what we could to ensure safety 
in EasteraEurope. 


John Gordon Collier, chemical 
engineer bom London 22 Jan- 
uary 1935; Head, Engineering 
Sciences Group, United Kingdom 
Atomic Energy Authority, Harwell 
1970-75, Head, Chemical Engi- 
neering Division 1975-77, Mem- 
ber, Atomic Energy Technical 
Unit 1979-81 , Director of Tech- 
nical Studies 1981-82, Deputy 
Chairman J 986-87. Chairman 
1987-90; Director General Gen- 
eration Development and con- 
struction Division, CEGB 
Bamwood 1983-86; Chairman, 
Nuclear Electric 1990-95; FBS 
1990; married 1956 Ellen 
Mitchell (one son, one daughter); 
died 18 November 1995. 



Natural horseman: White In action on Nizefela, 1953 


Photograph: Sport & General 


Wilf White 


Wilf White was a key figure in 
the gloiy days of British show- 
jumping in the 1950s -when the 
sport's leading riders were all 
household names - and a 
member of the team that won 
Britain's only Olympic gold 
medal for show-jumping. The 
victory was achieved m 1952 at 
Helsinki where White so near- 
ly became the individual cham- 
pion on his great horse Nizefela. 
He would have won but for the 
controversial decision of a 
judge, who thought that the 
horee had dropped a foot in the 
water. The four faults incurred 
as a result left White in fifth 
place. 

Sir Harry Llewellyn, who was 
also on the victorious team, has 
always been convinced that 
Nizefela cleared the water. “It 
was not considered ‘British' to 
complain and so no objection 
was lodged,” Llewellyn wrote in 
his autobiography. “I think to 
this day that Wilf White is 
the unluckiest man I have 
ever known not to have won an 
individual gold medal.” 

Though he possessed a de- 
termined streak. White was not 
a man to push himself forward. 
He had surprised everybody 
when taking a nap between the 


two rounds of the Olympic con- 
test, in which be had the best 
British score. He was equally 
easy-going and unassuming af- 
ter the medal ceremony when 
Llewellyn (already famous for 
his exploits with Foxhunter) 
became the Inadvertent focus of 
media attention. 

White, the son of a farmer, 
was born in Cheshire in 1904. 
He began show-jumping at the 
age of 17 and forged a succes&vl 
partnership with a grey horse 
called Desire, before he bought 
the then four-year-old Nizefela 
in 1946. The young horse was 
the result of an nnplanned 
union between a two-year-old 
Shire colt and the small thor- 
oughbred mare whose field he 
had jumped into. 

Nizefela became as famous 
for his kick-back as for his abil- 
ity to dear big fences. He ha- 
bitually lashed back with his 
hindlegs while in mid-air but 
White, who was a wonderful 
natural horseman, always kept 
in balance with his mount. 

The late Col Sir Mike AnseU, 
who was responsible for the 
post-war success of British show 
jumping, called White “the full- 
back" of his Nations Cup teams. 
He contributed to eighL British 


team victories at White City be- 
tween 1949 and 1957 - on an but 
the first occasion with Nizefela, 
who was also his mount when 
winning a team bronze medal 
(again with the best British 
score) in the 1956 Olympics. In 
1958, White was appointed 
OBE for his services to show- 


_iite was a long-serving 
member of the British Show 
Jumping Association’s executive 
committee and he was a stew- 
ard at the Royal Show for 21 
years. He had ridden over hur- 
dles and was later successful as 
a permit-holding trainer of Na- 
tional Hunt horses, with suc- 
cesses in both hurdle races and 
steeplechases. He was still dri- 
ving a wagon and caravan when 
he was 70; he jumped at 
Olympia at the same age. 

White and his second wife, 
Mary Cowley, moved in 1980 to 
the Isle of Man. He suffered 
from Alzheimer's disease for the 
last five years of his life. 

Genevieve Murphy 


Wilfrid Harry White, farmer, 
show-jumper and horse trainer 
bom Cheshire 30 March 1904; 
OBE 1958; twice married died 
Isle of Man 21 November 1995 . 


Professor R. J. Brocklehurst 


RJ. Brocklehurst was appoint- 
ed to the Chair of Physiology at 
Bristol University in 1930, at the 
early age of 31, and served in 
this capacity until his retirement 
in 1965. Thus his period of 
office covered a time of almost 
unprecedented change in uni- 
versities. By virtue of his up- 
bringing, character and ethos he 
was dearfy more comfortable in 
the earlier rather than the 
later years of his long tenure. 

Brocklehurst had a highly 
successful academic career at 
Oxford and at St Barthol- 
omew’s Hospital, graduating 
in medicine in 1924. Two years 
in the United States on a Trav- 
elling Fellowship were followed 
by lectureships at University 
College London, before his ap- 
pointment to Bristol in 1930. 


During this time he published 
a number of papers on physio- 
logical topics and developed a 
taste for mountaineering. He 
maintained a special interest in 
the hormones of the gastro- 
intestinal tract and subsequently 
produced a number of papers 
on medical education. 

In Bristol Brocklehurst was 
responsible for tbe teaching of 
medical and dental students, but 
the department was small and 
poorly resourced and he had to 
spend much of his time build- 
ing it up. In spite of his youth 
and heavy workload, he became 
within four years Dean of the 
medical faculty, an arduous po- 
sition whicb he filled with skill 
and patience for 13 years. 

Brocklehurst was a highly 
efficient administrator and con- 


sequently much sought after to 
serve on committees. These 
not only included the fields of 
medical and dental education 
and hospital administration but, 
as a committed Christian, over 
20 years as a churchwarden at 
his local church and also rep- 
resentation of the Diocese of 
Bristol on the Church Assem- 
bly (predecessor of the Synod) 
and membership of the Central 
Board of Finance. At one time 
he was serving on more than 100 
committees and was chairman 
of a number of them. Since he 
was notably conscientious they 
must have consumed an enor- 
mous amount of his time and 
energy. 

He did not find it easy to del- 
egate and kept a tight rein on 
the department, even to the ex- 



BrocMehufSt: attention to detail 

tent of writing all the depart- 
mental orders personally, 
which, being a man of routine, 
he did regularly every Saturday 
morning. In all he did he paid 
a great attention to detail and 


accuracy and was aptly de- 
scribed on one occasion as a 
person who did not like you to 
push if it said pull. 

Brocklehurst was determined 
to take his share of teaching in 
the department and gave as 
many of the Fust Year lectures 
as he could fit into his busy 
schedule. The students found 
his lectures clear and compre- 
hensive and all recall the fact 
that promptly at 9am the Lec- 
ture Theatre doors were locked, 
to deter latecomers, something 
that would be totally prohibit- 
ed under fire regulations today. 

In the two decades fofl owing 
the end of the Second World 
War, the university expanded 
rapidly and changes came thick 
and fast. In all those involving 
the medical faculty, Brockle- 


hurst played his part For ex- 
ample, he gave meticulous at- 
tention to the pl anning and 
equipping of the New Medical 
School in the early Sixties, even 
though he knew that his own oc- 
cupation of tbe building would 
be brief. The continual changes 
could not have been easy for an 
already busy man nearing re- 
tirement, who was happiest 
when dealing with things that 
had “stood the test of time” 
Robin Brocklehurst - 
“Brocky” to his staff and stu- 
dents - took pride in knowing 
all his students by name. He was 
an excellent examiner and al- 
ways fair, and was regarded with 
affection and respect. He was 
a very private person, a gentle- 
man of his time with a full mea- 
sure of old-fashioned virtues. 


He was modest kind, courteous, 
reliable and unsparing of him- 
self in the performance of his 
dnties. He spent his long re- 
tirement at Newton Ferrers, in 
Devon, enjoying his garden. 

Anne Cole 


Robert James Brocklehurst, 
physiologist: bom Liverpool 16 
September 1899; Radctiffe Trav- 
elling Fellow, Dept of Physiolo- 
gy and Biochemistry, University 
College London 1926-28, Lec- 
turer 1928-29, Senior Lecturer 
1929-30; Professor of Physiolo- 
gy, Bristol University 1930-65 
(Emeritus), Dean of the Faculty 
of Medicine 1934-47; married 
1928 Sytnlle Risk (died 196S; two 
sons, one daughter), 1970 
Dora Watts ( died 1986); died 
Plymouth 21 October 1995. 


Esther Poliano wskl writer, bom 
Zhitomir, Ukraine 6 January 
1900; married 1926 Myer Salo- 
mon (died 1994: one son, three 
daughters); died London 9 
November 1995. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

MORRIS: Peacefully at home, on 20 
November 1995, WJ.C. Morris ( Ian), 
FRCOG, Professor Emeritus of Ob- 
stetrics and Gynaecology. Manches- 
ter University, beloved husband of the 
late Mary Rmmharwm, dear father 
of Jane and a loving grandfather to 
Patrick. Emma, Dominic and Mary 
Marcello. Funeral sendee an Satur- 
day, 25 November in Dundee Cre- 
matorium at 11.15am, to which all 
friends are respectfully invited. 
Family Gowers only. 

RICE: Tbe death occurred in the ear- 
ly bouts of Monday 20 November 
1995. at the Royal Devon and Exeter 
Hospital, of Alexander fashing Rice 
BSc FRICS FRSA FlCeram, latter- 
ly senior partner of Messrs Cremer 
and Vterner, Consulting Chemical En- 
gineers. Bckmed husband of Vtritv. 
and father to Inin. Anna. Malcolm arid 
Duncan. Funeral 1 130am on Friday 
24 November at St Michael's Parish 
Church. Chagford. Devon. Family 
flowers only, please, but donations Lo 
Oxfam, Action Aid or Age Concern 
would he appreciated. 


Lectures 

University College London, Lon- 
don WC1 fat Qxrmisny Auditorium. 
20 Gordon Street): Sir Frank Ker- 
raode. “A Zeal to Destroy, the fate 
of the 'humanitiesT 530pm. 
London School of Economics. Lon- 
don WC2: Professor Patrick Suppes, 
“The Nature of Freedom" (Sir Karl 
Popper Lecture), 530pm. 

Royal Society. London SW1: Pro- 
fessor J. Chapman and Mr G. Hen- 
derson, “Energy Ratings for 
Dwellings", 530pm. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr A. Moeller 
and Miss L F. Jtatbbooe 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Anton, son of G. Anton 
Mueller, oflWisp, Washington, Unit- 
ed States, and of Susan Cosgrift Kirk, 
of Denver, Colorado, United States, 
and Tina, daughter of Tim Ralhtone 
MP, of Ripe, East Sussex, and 
Margrita Nutting, of Hammersmith. 
London. 

Birthdays 

Professor Colin Adamson- Maced o. 
e ngine ering and higher education 
consultant, 73; Mr Nicholas Baker 
MP, 57; Vk»Admiral Sir Geoffrey 
Biggs, former Deputy Commander 
and Chief of Staff to Command er- 
in-Onef Fleet. 57; Mr Jerry Bode, 
composer. 67: Mrs Anne Borns, for- 
mer gliding champion, SO; Mr 
Maxwell Caulfield, actor, 36; Mr John 
Cole, former BBC television politi- 
cal editor, 68; Mr John Co idling, for- 
mer chairman, London Philharmonic 
Orchestra, 69; Mr Bruce Edgar, 
cricketer. 39; Col Sir Allan Gilmoor, 
former Lord-Lieutenant of Suther- 
land, 79; Mr Michael Gough, actor. 
78; Mr Shane Gould, swimmer. 40; 
Sir John Hermon, former Chief 
Constable. RUC, 67; Air Chief Mar- 
shal Sr Michael Knight, formerly UK 
military representative at Nato, 63; 
Sir David Lees, chairman, GKN.59: 
Mr Christopher Lcgue, poet and au- 
thor, 69; Mr Alan Mullery, footballer, 
54; Mr Julian Oxley. Director- 
General, Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Association, 57; Mr Krzysztof Pen- 
derecki, composer, 62; Mr Anton 
Pool, former chairman and manag- 
ing director. Philips, 66; Lord Pross- 
er, a Senator of tbe College of 
Justice in Scotland, 61; Miss Diana 
Quick, actress, 49; Sir Peter Saunders, 


theatrical producer, 84; Sir Peter 
Strawson, metaphysical philosopher, 
76; Professor John Tarn, Professor 
of Architecture, and Pro-Vi re- 
CtaanceDor, Liverpool University, 
6L Mr Nigel Tranter, novelist 3nd his- 
torian, 86; Lt-Col George West, an 
Extra Equerry to the Queen, 58. 

Anniversaries 
Births Otto the Great, Holy Roman 
emperor, 912; Thomas Artwood, or- 
ganist and composer, 1765; William 
H. Bonney (Billy the Kid), outlaw, 
1859; Boris Karloff (Wiliam Henry 
Pratt), actor, 1887. Deaths: Ladislas 
V, King of Hungary, 1457; Thomas 
T hills, organist and composer, 1585; 
LlAbbd Antoine-Fran^cris Prdvosl 
D’ExDes, author, 1763; Dr Hanky 
Harvey Crippen, murderer, execut- 
ed 1910; Sir Ernest Alfred Thomp- 
son Willis Budge, Orientalist and 
museum curator, 1934; AndnS- 
Georges Malraux, novelist, 1976; 
Merle Oberon, actress, 1979. On this 
day: Molifere’s Le Bourgeois Gentil- 

homme was Erct performed in Paris, 
1670; the first pillar box was erect- 
ed (at St Helier, Jersey). 1852; the 
first meeting of the General Medical 
Council was held in London, 1858; 
Or Who was first shown by tbe BBC, 
1963; Britain’s Gist commercial ra- 
dio station was opened on the Isle of 
Man, 1964. Today is the Feast Day 
Of St Alexander Nevsky, prince, St 
Amphflochins, Si Clement I. pope* 
St CoUnnbanus, St Felidtas, St Gre- 
gory of Girgenti and St Undo or 
Trend. 

Receptions 

Prime Minister 

The Prime Minister, Mr John Major 
MP, was best at a reception held yes- 
terday at 10 Downing Street, London 

SWL in honour of the National 
Asthma Campaign. 


Luncheons 

Musicians Benevolent Fond 
Princess Margaret was the guest of 
honour at a luncheon held yesterday 
by tbe Musicians Benevolent Fund 
at Banqueting House, London SW1, 
(o celebrate the Festival of St Cecil- 
ia. Sir Ian Hunter, Chairman, was in 
the chair. Mr Andrew Davis, Chief 
Conductor. BBC Symphony Or- 
chestra, was the principal speaker. 

Dinners 

Inner Temple 

Lord Justice Hirst, Treasurer, Inner 
Temple, and Masters of the Bench, 
held a dinner yesterday evening at the 
Honourable Society of Inner Ihxnple, 
London EC4, to mark the Grand Day 
of Michaelmas Term. 

English-Speaking Union 
Baroness Brigstocke, Chairman, 
English-Speaking Union, presided at 
the 1995 Churchill Lecture yesterday 
at Guildhall, London EC2. Lord 
Dahrendorf, Warden, St Antony's 
College, Oxford, gave the lecture. 
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Abta contracts with travel agent’s customer 


Bowerman and another v 
Association of British Hwd 
Agents Ltd; Court of Appeal 
(Lord Justice Hirst, Lord Justice 
Waite and Lord Justice 
Hobboose); 21 November 1995 

The notice displayed by tour 
operators who were members 
of Abta describing Abta’s 
scheme of protection against 
the financial failure of its mem- 
bers would be understood by 
tbe ordinary member of the 
public as importing an inten- 
tion by Abta to create legal re- 
lations with customers of Abta 
members. 

The Court of Appeal (Lord 
Justice Hirst dissenting) al- 
lowed an appeal by the plain- 
tiffs, Emma Bowerman and 
Stephen 'Wallace, from Mr Jus- 
tice Mitchell's decision that 
the defendant, Abta, was not li- 
able to reimburse the plaintiffs 
the costs of insurance cover 
paid for a lost holiday. 

The first plaintiff, a school 
girl and the second plaintiff, a 
teacher, were booked on a 
school skiing holiday with a tour 
operator who was an Abta 
member. Abta, a trade associ- 
ation of travel agents and tour 
operators, promoted its mem- 
bers by publishing how It pro- 
tected the public from the risk 
of the agent's or operator's in- 
solvency. The Abta notice dis- 
played in the operator's office 
describing Abta’s scheme of 
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failure of its members, includ- 
ed words such as “Abta seeks 
to arrange for you to continue 
with the booked arrangement 
as far as possible and ensures 
that if you are abroad you 
will be able to return to the 
United Kingdom.” 

The operator became insol- 
vent but the skiing holiday was 
arranged with another opera- 
tor who received the Abta 
refund. However Abta's reim- 
bursement did not include tbe 
holiday insurance premium 
paid by each party on the tour. 
The plaintiffs claimed from 
Abta a refund of the sum 
attributable to the insurance. 

The judge decided that the 
Abta notice displayed at the 
tour operator could not be 
construed as a contractual of- 
fer to all customers of failed 
Abta tour operators to protect 
them financially and dismissed 
the plaintiffs’ claim. 

Edward Bailey (Mason Bond, Leeds) 
for the plaintiffs; Catharine Otton - 
Goutder ( BignaHsJ far Abta. 

Lord Justice Hirst, dissenting 

that the notice was^MCTiptive 
rather than contractual in 
character. 

Lord Justice Waite, allowing 


the appeal said that a reader 
of the notice would be aware 
of the vulnerability of agents 
and operators in a highly com- 
petitive market where failures 
were not uncommon. The read- 
er would know that those who 
wished to discl aim legal liabil- 
ity for public representations 
frequently said so. 

The most striking feature of 
the notice was its remarkable 
variety of tone and language. 
In the end the case depended 
on impression. The notice, 
notwithstanding the bewilder- 
ing miscellany it contained of 
information, promise, dis- 
claimer and reassurance, would 
be understood by the ordinary 
member of the public as im- 
porting an intention to create 
legal relations with customers 
of Abta members. 

Whenever a customer was 
induced to deal with one of its 
members by Abta's promises of 
protection, there was gain to 
the commercial purposes for 
which it was founded, provid- 
ing dear consideration for 
those promises. 

Lord Justice Hobboose said 
that the Abta protection 
scheme was a scheme in rela- 
tion to its members but it was 
a scheme of protection of tbe 
customers of Abta members. 


Abta was offering to protect the 
reader of the notice, the 
prospective customer. It was an 
inevitable inference that what 
Abta was saying was that it 
would do something for the 
customer if the member should 
fail financially. 

It was a scheme whereby 
Abta was going to step in if the 
member failed and deal directly 
with the customer. The mem- 
ber of the public reading the 
notice would understand that 
Abta was undertaking to use its 
best endeavours, free of further 
expense to the customer, to 
procure that the customer was 
able to enjoy the holiday 
booked, or to see that the trav- 
eller abroad was brought back 
here. It was clearly an under- 
taking with a financial content 

A member of the public 
would understand that the 
notice would only apply to Hhn 
if be chose to do business with 
an Abta member. It satisfied 
the criteria of a unilateral 
contract and contained promis- 
es which were sufficiently 
dear to be capable of legal 

enforcement 

If Abta wished to say that it 
was not making any promises, 
nothing could have been, sim- 
pler than for it to have said so 
m the notice. For obvious com- 
mercial reasons, Abta did not 
choose that course. 

Ying Hui Tan, Banister 
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Esther 
Salaman 

Knowing no English, but snmed 

with a recommendation to Sir 

Ernest Rutherford from Albert 
Einstein, Esther Pbtianowski 
arrived in Cambridge m 1925. 

Though she was only 25, she 
had already had an adventurous 
Bfe fo three very different coun- 
tries. At 19 she bad left Russia 

to escape frtnn dvfl war and per- 
secution of Jewish people, and 
joined a group of pioneer set- 
tlers in Palestine. Retimnngto 
the Russian border two years lat- 
er, she succeeded in first locat- 
ing and then bringing out her 
widowed mother and four sib- 
lings to Palestine. She later left 
for Berlin, where she gained ad- 
mission to tbe Physics Faculty of 
the university. Einstein, one of 
her professors there, advised her 
to leave Germany afta- gradu- 
ating and go to Cambridge. 

She was helped to teke up a 
research studentship at the 
Cavendish Laboratory by a Jew- 
ish philanthropist, Kedcliffe 
Salaman FRS. Thr ough faimshe 
met his son Myer, who was to 
be her husband for 68 years. 

When they married shelve up 

her studentship, not wishing to 
make a career in sciences but tc 
devote herself to literature 

She was fluent in Russian and 
spoke Hebrew and G erman 
well, but she had now commit- 
ted herself to life in England. 
That she actually succeeded in 
writing and publishing her first 
novel. Two Silver Roubles (1932) 
in Enriish within ax years might 
seem tncredible to anyone who 
did not know her husband. 
Myer Salaman was a scientist, 
but also a cultured man with 
great literary skill and with an 
uncanny insight into his wife's 
thoughts and feelings. Even 
Esther’s second noveL The Fer- 
tile Plain (1956), though written 
much later, owed a great deal 
to their literary collaboration. 
Another source of encourage- 
ment was the poet Frances 
Cornford. She was a close 
friend and published a collec- 
tion of Poems from the Russian 
with Esther Salaman in 1943. 

The Fertile Plain is a fasci- 
nating reminiscence of Esther's 
childhood in a Ukrainian Jew- 
ish timber-merchant’s family, 
and it set her off on an exten- 
sive study of the way in which 
other writers tap their earliest 
memories and recreate them in 
fiction and autobiography. Her 
knowledge of 19th-century 
Russian and English literature 
was profound, and she now 
also immersed herself for many 
years in the works of Proust. 

It was characteristic of her in- 
dependent cast of mind that she 
alwrtys preferred to draw on the 
original writings of her chosen 
subjects rather than those of 
critics and academics. Two very 
individual books resulted A 
Collection of Moments (1970) 
deals specifically with involun- 
tary memories - her own, and 
those of other writers who 
wrote about their early child- 
hood The Great Confession 
(1973) explores in greater depth 
the use of memory by four of 
these: Aksakov, De Quincey, 
Tolstoy and Proust 

Though she was no doubt 
saddened by the fact that none 
of her books was a popular suc- 
cess, she never regretted aban- 
doning physics and becoming a 
writer. It was to her an absolute 
necessity. 

Dotf Polak 
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Quietly, the unions flex their muscles 


Ct T t s like hanging vour head "nice, hut not necessary”, ac- Conservative union law reforms Blair's speech to the CBI Independent-. “1 am looking why it is so significant that ihc Blair and Brown have con- between government, eraploy- 
1. against a brick wall. It cording to one union leader. - and few union leaders warn earlier this month was curious toward to a constructive rela- council workers’ claim will sistently tried to lower expec- ers and unions, 

feels good when you stop. We Behind the careful words about him to. But there would be u in (his respect. He insisted a tiooshrp with a Labour gov- probably include an attempt to tarions - in private meetings The only move in this direc- 
haven l stopped yet. but it's being "accepted as a legitimate new law requiring employers to Labour government would not emment in which we can work set a "minimum wage” for with union leaders as well as in tion the Labour leadership 

beginning^ to feel better part of British public life", one recognise unions where the accept each and even 1 proposal as partners in tackling the prob- council workers. The claim public. Buithey have said little have made is the plan to set up 

already.’ So says a trade union senses a tingling of anticipation majority of the workforce want from Brussels. But the point lems facing the British coon- could well mention a figure of about how they would deal a Low Pay Commission, in 

policymaker, sensing the advent at die thought of once again it. That means that companies about opting into the Social omy, in particular cutting un- £4.15 an hour, which was - with upward pressures on which those same three parties 

. of a Labour government in IS being powers in the land. such as Marks & Spencer - Chapter Ls that it would remove employment and launching an coincidental^ -what the unions wages. Apart from the weight will set the level of the mini- 

; - months' time. Union member- So what do union leaders along with less beneficent Britain’s veto over proposed assault on poverty.” ~ wanted Labour's national of expectations in the public mum wage. Could this be the 

!. .7 ship has halved since the peak expect of a Labour govern- organisations -would be forced Euro-law. This says nothing, of course, minimum wage to be. It would sector, the private sector will first institution of a New Cor- 

•n the Seventies, but union ment, and how would Prime to recognise a union. This It was an example of Blair about the issuesthai could lead mean a rise of 1 2 per cent for see stronger unions, a mini- porate State? 

leaders feel that they have sur- means a great deal to the failing to "say what we mean to conflict. Blair has already the lowest-paid council workers. I We do not know, because 

vived Thatcherism and arc - in unions' ability to recruit and to and "mean what we say", been warned privately by union currently on £3.71 an hour. * -ryi . •» j only the free-thinking and out- 

private - more upbeat about UIU0I1 03X011 S gain leverage. because to union and Labour leaders that his first problem The unions' claim links two A. .dISJT-IGu. spoken Labour frontbencher 

the future than at any time • i •» In addition, workers have Party audiences the unequivo- might occur in the public see- issues on which a Labour guv- , Jeff Rooker has urged a debate 

- • since the 197S/79 Winter of 3X6 DX111S6Q. Dy been promised the right not to caJ commitment to the Social tor and in particular from the emment would face a tidal wave gOV6XIlII16nL about incomes policy. He 

Discontent. +'Ua, , i. AvnlunJrvTi be sacked for going on strike. Chapter is a big crowd-pleaser. 1.6 million workers in local of high expectations - workers pointed out that a minimum 

We are not, of course, head- Lflcll 6XC1US10I1 This has been denounced by TUC sources politely say they government. in the public sector will expect WOUlU I3.C6 3. wage, by pushing up the earn- 
ing back to an age when union j* . -t t i the Tories as a “striker’s char- were "puzzled”. But this is only Senior officials of the Unison to “catch up” after 16 years of + * 1 1 _ ings of the lowest paid, would 

barons ruled at the court of 10 1X0111 U16 Li3,D0UX ter”, although in practice it the latest incident in the edgy public service union recently sat Tory austerity, and activists in UCl3i W3.V6 put pressure on differentials 

Downing Street. And there is , -i i . » amounts onfy to the right to relationship between the down to a meal with the Labour the unions and in the Labour U further up the scale, 

little prospect of a sudden 16RQ6X Suip S compensation for unfair dis- unions and the Labour leader- leader to warn him about pos- Party will expect Morris’s dra- 01 Hlgll It is not at all clear how much 

upsurge of union militancy - as . % missal. But both measures will ship. Union barons are bruised sible difficulties over pay. “They raatic “assault on poverty”. , ,■ either side has thought about 

the receding of the threat of 1IH16X C0U11S61S tilt the balance of power in and smarting from their exclu- don’t seem to have a policy The pressures on a Labour 6Xp6 C ultlOn S these questions. Blair and 

strike action at Ford and Vaux- _ __ industrial relations modestly sion from the Labour leader- towards public sector pay. 1 government were illustrated Brown want to avoid any sug- 

hall proved yesterday. Union back in favour of unions against ship's inner counsels since Blair think they ought to start think- by John Monks, the TUC gestion of a return to the dis- 

leaders do not doubt that it Minister Blair and Chancellor employers. became leader. ing about one," a Unison offi- leader, commenting on Gordon mum wage and - possibly - credited norms and contracts 

: would be different next time. Brown treat them? There are More important, perhaps. Bill Morris, of the once- rial said. Brown's tax-cutting plans last lower unemployment. of the Seventies. And union 

- The leaders of Lhe three largest several routes back to influence would be Britain's signing up to mighty Transport and General The scene has already been weekend. “Our emphasis is This raises the Issue That leaders will not express their 

unions, Rodney Bickersiaffe. For the unions that do not lead the European Soda) Chapter. Workers' Union, for example, set. Local council unions will rather different than Gordon's. Dare Not Speak Its Name - an cautious optimism in public, 

John Edmonds and Bill Morris, directly through the door of This would give unions a role in has not forgiven Blair for the submit a claim next month that Rather than tax cuts, the incomes policy. This is the because they know anything 

do not expect - as the Scanlons, Number 10. If there is a Labour framing European legislation, unidentified “aide" who de- would add more than 3 per cent emphasis should be on increasr lesson of the Australian expe- that looks like flexing muscles 

Basnetts and Joneses of the government, there will be some The parental leave directive, for scribed him as “confused, mud- to the total pay bill. ing spending on the areas that rience. which is highly influen- would hurt Labour's chances. 

Seventies did - to be deciding apparently low-key but highly example, which will give new died and pusillanimous” on the Assuming the claim is need it most - the long-term tial with Blair. The Australian But Blair cannot insulate a 

a Labour government's eco- significant changes in the legal parents in other EU countries question of Gause IV and pub- brushed aside, the same aspi- unemployed, those who need Labor Party has now won five Labour government from the 

nomic policy. But they do feci framework under which unions the right lo 12 weeks’ unpaid lie ownership -or for the chal- rations would emerge 12 homes and also the transport elections in a row, and one of conflicts of the labour market, 

‘ \ that they are coming" in from operate. Tony Blair has made leave, was agreed by European lenge for his job from Jack months later at a time when a system,” he said in a television the key elements of its sue- which means that his unwill- 

the cold. Beer and sandwiches absolutely dear that there will employers and unions without Dromey. Blair's closest ally in Labour government could be interview. And Monks is an cessful economic management ingness to discuss the tensions 

at Downing Street would be be no going back on the main directly involving gov ernments, ibe union. Yesterday he told the about to take power. Which is unrepentant moderniser. has been the Social Contract ahead could spell trouble. 



Diary 


JOHN WALSH 



The fevered speculation is over at last. I can reveal, exclusively, that the 
winner of this year's Bad Sex Prize - the Literary Review's annual award for the 
most allegedly risible piece of descriptive writing about sex - goes lo ray chum 
Philip Kerr, for a spectacular effort in the middle of his new novel. Gridiron, 
soon to be filmed by Working Title. How rude is it? Mr Kerr, formerly an 
enthusiastic ladies’ mac, now happily married, kindly reads me the offending 
J passage. After some foreplay involving a lady’s knickers (described as “a little 
^ ‘ ■' Stealth bomber of black silk”, which I think is awfully good), Kerr continues: 

"Quickly he threw off his own clothes and rolled on top of her. Detaching mind 
from over-eager gnomon and its exquisitely appointed shadowy task, he began 
to make love to her....” „ 

What could anyone object lo about that? “I think it's the word gnomon, 
says Kerr suspiciously. "It means the bit that sticks up from a sundial and casts 
a shadow. Perhaps Bron [Waugh] and Co object to someone using words they 
don’t understand.” 

The evermg after the Princess of 
Wales’s spectacular (if over-rehearsed) 
confession, ! found myself in Downing 
Street. Not, you'll be surprised to 
learn, briefing the Cabinet on the 
constitutional position vis-d-vis the 
royal succession, but at No 11, at a 
party for the Arvon Foundation, of 
which the Chancellor's wife is just one 
of numerous starry mates. Lords 
Jenkins and Gowrie, Jung Chang and 
Doris Lessing, Maurice Saatchi and 
Josephine Hart processed up the 
Exchequer-minder’s staircase under 
the stem gaze of Pitt Palmerston, 
Disraeli and Stanley Baldwin, arrayed 
on the pink silk wallpaper. Tfed Hughes 
complained about the deadening effect 
of universities on the creative 
temperament and Patricia Hodge read 
a poem. It was, of course, a money- 
raising venture; they’re looking for 
£lm to subsidise courses for teachers, 
to invigorate them with a passion for 
leaching the craft of writing. 

I myself had a modest success in 
Arvon circles a few years ago, when I 
tutored a throng of 16 mutinous 
students in “Creative Journalism" 
down mTotieigb Barton, a 

Hardy esq ue bothy in the middle of 
hayseed Devon, where you were 
thought lucky if you haa the Second 
Pigsty to sleep in and the students 
took turns in cooking cataclysmic 

Hughes: Downing Street complaint I lentil dishes for ail lo share. At the 



The sun has got his gnomon 



time, it cost £100 for five days' board, 
lodging and creative peace and quiet. 

Now it’s £260. a farcically small 
price for such a treat. My only regret 
is that they don’t do Creative 
Journalism any more. Sounds a bit 
too dose lo "Lies", I suppose. 

What do you call a gathering of 
cartoonists? A strip? A punch line? A 
friend spotted a convention of 
gagsters on the Eurostar as it 
thundered home from Paris on 
Monday afternoon. Arrayed on the 
table before the artists were several 
rapidly emptying bottles of French 
"frappist been a uniquely sticky brew 
that plays bell with your clothes. As 
the train thundered across the 
absinthe-flavoured meadows, the 
genial band drank and joked and 
everything mu right with the world. 
Then they hit the tunnel and a minute 
la ten without warning or ceremony, 
the train screeched to an emergency 
halt Lights flickered out, bottles flew 
and a tidal wave of Trappist beer 
landed all over Nick Newman (Sunday 
Times . Private Eye). When the lights 
came on again he was a sodden mess, 
wailing “Tin completely drenched!” 
The neurotic French tourists and 
stoic Brits in the carriage laughed 
nervously. (Why had the bloody thing 
stopped?) That was when David 
Austin (Guardian, Private Eye) 
decided to capitalise on the lightness 
of atmosphere. “Not half as drenched 
as you’re about to be,” he bantered, 
indica ting the ceiling, above which 
lurked 150 feet of seawatet 
A score of heads swivelled upwards. 
Hearts missed beats. Pulse rates 
soared. Embolisms raced hither and 
thither The carriage fell as silent as 
Davy Jones's Locker. 

Marvellous chap for cheering you 
up, the professional b amorist 

Call for Miss Marple! Agatha 
Christie's homely solver of provincial 
whodunnits would, I’ve always 
thought, have had a fine time in 
Hampstead, where white-collar crime 
and poison-pen letters are a familiar 
part of the diurnal round. But what 
would she make of the news that Fay 
Weldon, the superstar novelist, was 
burgled the other day? And that the 


only thing the miscreants seemed to 
take was a file containing all her 
correspondence with her former 
agent. Giles Gordon, discussing 
contractual arrangements for books 
recent and forthcoming? 

“Wc updated the filing system only 
recently, so there’s no question about 
it,” says Ms Weldon, wno called in the 
police. “It’s very peculiar". Mr 
Gordon, who until recently 
represented such classy scribes as 
Peter Ackroyd, Sue Townsend and the 
Prince of Whies but has now moved 
up to Scotland, was not around to 
comment on his new status as sought- 
after letter-writer. Can it be possible 
that Ms Weldon’s records of her 
agent's endeavours on her behalf 
have touched the heart of a devoted, 
if misguided, reader, and that he has 
decided to purloin these worthless 
documents for his own (and 
posterity’s) use? It's the only 
explanation I can think of. 

“We didn’t set out to discredit the 
Duke of Windsor," explained the 
producer of Edward VIII: The Traitor 
King on Greater London Radio 
yesterday morning. “Why would we 
want to do a thing like that?" A hard 
question to answer, although the 
words “Because it would make a good 
telly programme" occur to me. 

What, though, did it remind me of? 
Ah yes, the Princess of Wiles, when 
answering the biggest question of all 
on Monday. “Once or twice I've heard 
people say to me, you know, ‘Diana's 
out lo destroy the monarchy', which 
has bewildered me, because why 
would I want to destroy something 
that is ray children's future?" Another 
good question, to which there are at 
least a dozen incendiary replies. 

And that, in turn, reminded me of 
someone else: Michael Jackson, who, 
when interviewed by Oprah Winfrey 
two years ago, answered every 
difficult question the same way. “Did 
1 buy the bones of the Elephant Man? 
No! Why would I want to do that?” 
“Do I sleep in a coffin? Naow! Why 
would I ... ?” 

You get the idea. The rhetorical 
question - a sure sign that its user is 
hiding something - is well and truly 
flourishing. 
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The lessons of 
Cromwell Street 


O ver a period of nearly 30 years Fred 
West was killing women and children. 
For most of that time his wife. Rosemary, 
aided and abetted him. Most of us cannot 
come to terms with how terrible the last 
minutes of Rosemary West's 10 victims 
must have been, how appalling is the suf- 
fering of their families. So die personali- 
ties and tragedies - even the names - of 
these victims will recede from public con- 
sciousness, to be replaced by Lhc legend. 

But in the here and now. there are some 
serious questions to be asked. How could 
so many murders have taken place over 
such a long period of time without anyone 
blowing the whistle? How is it possible that 
the police and social services could have 
seen Frederick West on. it is believed, no 
fewer than 60 separate occasions, without 
intervening more decisively? 

Some will argue that these were differ- 
ent times. The attitudes that prevailed 
when most of the killings took place made 
the discovery of the terrible crimes of Mid- 
land Road and Cromwell Street less likely. 
The extraordinary failure to prosecute the 
Wests for the rape of Caroline Owens in 
1973 - and their subsequent £50 fine for 
sexual assault - was partially a product of 
(he police fear of how rape cases were then 
deal! with. They felt ihai Ms Owens would 
be seen as somehow asking for it. An 
opportunity to take decisive action against 
the Wests was thereby squandered. 

As the Bridge Case Consulting Service 
report into the deaths of Charmaine and 
Heather West makes dear, there were 
appalling failures of co-ordination and 
watchfulness by social services, police, 
schools and hospitals. Neither the police 
nor the courts informed social services 
about the Owens case. The schools were 
slow in noticing signs of abuse and desul- 
toiy in following them up. The health ser- 
vice treated a~ 15-year-old girl for an 
ectopic pregnancy' and gonorrhoea, with- 
out informing social services. Meanwhile 
the bodv count rose. As late as 1989 the 


NSPCC failed to act on the case of one of 
the West beys who bad been hit with a mal- 
lei. Subsequently the file “went missing*'. 

Since the period when most of the West 
murders took place, other cases haw 
forced a change of attitude and policy on 
the authorities. The Maria ColweD case 
in 1973 led to a much more proactive 
approach on the part of social workers 
towards cases of child abuse; the Butler- 
Sloss report into the Cleveland cases in 
1988 established the need for far better 
inter-service co-ordination. In all there 
have been more than 20 inquiries into the 
handling of child abuse cases in the past 
two decades. In addition the attitudes of 
the courts towards sexual assault and rape 
have hardened considerably since the 
early Seventies. Police and public have 
become sensitised to the issue of how chil- 
dren ace treated, and far more aware of 
their own responsibilities. 

These changes, however, do not mean 
that all is now well. Far from it Each time 
a case has been investigated we have learnt 
something - especially when that investi- 
gation has been independent and public. So 
in the West case we now need just such an 
inquiry, which - unlike the Bridge report- 
will cover the failure of the police force and 
be completely independent 

Of course we must remember just how 
unique the Wests were. Ill-educated and 
inarticulate they may have been, but 
when it came to spotting and exploiting 
vulnerability they were geniuses. The 
absconder from the children’s home, the 
troubled foster-child, the lesbian teenager 
- all were grist to the Wests’ mill . Oper- 
ating their conscienceless double act, 
they were also adept at convincing those 
around them that what appeared abnor- 
mal was, in fact, perfectly normal. 

But their uniqueness does not absolve us 
from the responsibility of discovering every- 
thing that we possibly can, in order to 
ensure that no one eke dies simply because 
we failed to put two and two together. 


From Di-vorce 
to Di-plomacy 


W ith a flash of those lashes, she was 
off. Dynamic Diana has flown to 
Buenos Aires, leaving the country breath- 
less behind her. still gossiping, speculat- 
ing and arguing about that interview. With 
- of course - impeccable timing, her dis- 
cussion of the ambassadorial role she 
hopes to play in future set the scene nicely 
for her first solo international mission: a 
trip to Argentina. 

We have come a long way from 
“Gotcha" - the Sun's headline on the day 
British troops sank the Argentine ship 
Belgmno. Thirteen years after Britain 
and Argentina went to war over the Falk- 
iands, relations between the two countries 
have gradually been restored through 
careful diplomacy. Prime Minister John 
Major and President Carlos Menem met 
in New York last month. And in Sep- 
tember, the two countries signed a joint 
agreement on oil exploration in the Falk- 
land waters. 

The oil agreement exemplifies the 
realpolitik both countries arc now pursu- 
ing. Neither government has shifted its 
official position over the Falklands. 
Menem has, on several occasions, vowed 
to recover the islands for Argentina 
before the year 2000. Rows could have 
broken out as each country claimed sov- 
ereignty over the Falkland waters and the 
right to levy oil royalties. Instead, the two 
countries have made an agreement under 
which both can cash in without abandon- 
ing their principles. Britain will continue 
to hold the Falklands. but Argentina will 


be essential to the islands* long-term 
prosperity - not least for the siting of 
mainland oil installations to make explor- 
ation and extraction viable. 

The long-term status of the Falklands 
remains in dispute. Even if military action 
by Argentina is no longer an option, 
Menem is bound to use every diplomatic 
trick available. He is playing a much 
longer game now to persuade and pres- 
surise the British or the Falkland Islanders 
that sovereignty should change. The visit 
of the Princess of Wiles will provide him 
with an opportunity to enhance his cred- 
ibility in the eyes of the Argentines, Falk- 
landers and British. 

It is perfectly legitimate for the Argen- 
tine government to pursue its sovereignty 
claims through legal and diplomatic 
means. But a member of the British 
Royal Family must not allow herself to be 
used and manipulated in the Argentine 
cause. Being a goodwill ambassador to a 
country with whom we were at war only 
13 years ago requires diplomatic knowl- 
edge, skill, tact and political nous - as well 
as smiles and style. 

The visit will be a severe test for 
Diana's political skills. She has next to no 
experience of the subtleties of the diplo- 
matic world. On the other hand, she has 
proved herself to be a consummate oper- 
ator in her battle with the Royal Family. 
This could be our chance to find out 
whether the skills she uses so effectively 
to promote and position herself can be 
employed on behalf of her country. 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Sir Patrick Cormack 


Grand designs for Greenwich 


T he old order changes and buildings 
cannot remain immune, however hal- 
lowed they may be. All over the country 
there are churches that have been 
declared redundant and converted into 
concert halls and libraries and even 
homes. But when a public building of 
national importance can no longer be 
used for its intended purpose there is a 
national responsibility, vested in the Gov- 
ernment, to ensure that any new use is 
entirely seemly. 

This" is a responsibility that has not been 
effectively discharged in the case of 
County Hall. As I look across from the 
House of Commons, 1 see one of the most 
notable buildings of the 20th century 
empty and forlorn. I would have kept it 
as the headquarters of a directly elected 
London local government, for all that I 
was no great enthusiast for many of the 
activities of the old Greater London 
Council. But when Margaret Thatcher’s 
view prevailed, how many thought it 
would lie desolate for so many yea re 
awaiting its fate as a Japanese hotel — and 
aquarium? Further down the Thames 
there is a much greater building - indeed, 
a series of buildings forming one of the 
few World Heritage Sites In this country 
- that of Greenwich. 

I never thought 1 would see the day, 
peace dividend or no, when a magisterial 
building designed by Christopher Wren, 


and where Nelson lay in stale before his 
burial, would be advertised in the pages 
of a glossy magazine - albeit that it was 
Country Life and the description rightly 
made it sound like an extremely special 
riverside property. For government min- 
isters to be so bereft of ideas about its fut- 
ure as to resort to such a strategy sad- 
dened me considerably. I hope the cries 
of anguish and protest that have rever- 
berated over the past couple of months 
will have convinced those with a respons- 
ibility for Greenwich that we cannot 
allow another County Hail situation here. 

It is not change, as such, that I oppose. 
Greenwich was used as a palace and a 
hospital before it became a college, and 
there is no reason why it should not 
engender as much public pride in a new 
incarnation. Some have talked of another 
great art gallery, or an expanded maritime 
museum, and others of a campus for a 
university. What is crucial is that the 
Chapel and the Painted Hall and the rest 
of Wren's grand design should have a truly 
national purpose and that the building 
should be a living one. 

What about a public service college? 
That would be a splendid millennium pro- 
ject. Maybe we could even have classes for 
Members of Parliament! 

The writer is Conservative MB for Stafford- 
shire South. 





Intruder being led away from Buckingham Palace 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


The right price to pay to visit the Y&A 


Ecstasy and Prozac: the facts 


From Lord Armstrong of 
flmmsttr 

Sir There is clearly some con- 
fusion about where the V&A 
stands on admission charges, 
following your report of 16 
November r* V&A director wants 
£10 admission fee"). 

That report quoted, out of 
context, remarks made by Dr 
Alan Borg, the director of the 
V&A, in an interview for the 
.Antique Collector given last July. 
In that interview he made dear 
his preference for either free 
entry or admission charges rather 
than voluntary donations, and 
expressed the view that many vis- 
itors could afford to pay £10 for 
entry to the V&A. But he also 
made it clear that, if the Board 
of Trustees was to decide to 
introduce admission charges, he 
would not recommend a charge 
of £10. 

It would be for the Board of 
Trustees, when reviewing the 
V&A’s financial situation and 
prospects, to take a decision as to 
whether to introduce admission 
charges at the V&A and, if so, at 
what level. It has no present 
plans to introduce admission 
charges. 

Yours faithfully. 

Armstrong of Ilminster 
Chairman. Board of Trustees 
Victoria & Albert Museum 
London, SW7 
21 November 

From Mr David Harris 
Sir The director of the Victoria & 
Albert Museum, Dr Alan Borg, 
informs us that “affordability" is 
not an issue in deciding whether, 
and at what level, to introduce 


Windsors with 
winning ways 

From Mr Donald Cape 
Sir For once. I believe, you have 
got it wrong in your leader today 
(“The Windsors cannot win", 2*1 
November). Around here, at 
least, there is pity for the ex- 
SJoanc Ranger with a persecu- 
tion mania and we are glad that 
she has found a role visiting the 
sick and fund-raising. But to 
suggest she is more in touch 
with, and has more support 
from, ordinary people than the 
Queen, or the Queen Mother, or 
the Prince of Wales with his fans 
among the inner-city young he 
meets through the Prince’s Trust, 
or Princess Anne with the Save 
the Children, suggests to us that 
you are out of touch. 

Yours, 

Donald Cape 
Guildford, 

Surrey 

21 November 

Broth? It’s not 
so simple ... 

From Mrs Margaret Thompson 
Sir. Christine Smith is right to 
point out the virtues of broth to 
people on benefit (letter, 16 
November). However, as well as 
basic ingredients, there are other 
requirements: for instance, the 
know-how to make it, now that 
cookery is not taught in schools; 
access to a safe means of pro- 
longed cooking, which is not 
available in bed and breakfast 
hostels; and the ability to dis - 
crimin ate between seductive food 
advertising and dietaiy advice. 

A huge change in dietary 
knowledge and habits has occur- 


compulsory charges for admission 
(“V&A director attacks ‘silly’ 
donations", 17 November). 

This extraordinary remark 
does not bode well for the future 
of the V&A. I am afraid I must 
inform Dr Botg that affordability 
is a judgement that most of us 
ordinary mortals on ordinary 
incomes have to make every day 
of our fives, let alone when decid- 
ing whether we can afford to visit 
the V&A. 

A further pronouncement by 
Dr Borg, in the. Antique Collector, 
to the effect that a majority of vis- 
itors to the V&A could afford a 
£10 entrance fee reveals an ignor- 
ance almost amounting to con- 
tempt for what average earners 
can afford. 

Over the past few years, the 
V&A has attracted a loyal and 
growing constituency of regular 
visitors, due in no small measure 
to the attraction of a voluntary pay- 
ment system. Dr Borg has dis- 
missed the system as “silly" and 
“uncomfortable” for visitois. From 
my personal experience, quite the 
opposite is the case. Affordable 
entry leads to satisfied customers 
and consistent cash flows that Dr 
Borg will ignore at his peril 
Youis faithfully, 

David Harris 
London, W14 

From Mr W. J. Rosengrave 
Sir. I am almost 80 years old now. 
When I was a young boy, I lived 
in Bow. in the East End of Lon- 
don. On some Saturdays, or dur- 
ing the school holidays, I could 
sometimes coax 2d or 3d from my 
mother and with h take a return 
lickeL on the train from Bow to 


From MrAlastair Meeks 
Sir The Treason Act 1351 (which 
is still in force) provides that: 

If a man do violate the King’s 
companion, or the King's eldest 
daughter unmarried or the wife 
[of] the King's eldest son and heir 
... il is to be judged understood, 
that in the cases above rehearsed, 
that ought to be judged treason. 

Niall Ferguson wrote on 20 
November (“Off with her talking 
bead!") that in the old days Diana 
would face execution for her con- 
duct. Why not today? 

Yours faithfully, 

Alastajr Meeks 
London, SE13 

From Mr Alex Henney 
Sin Surely we have had enough 
of Ms Windsor and her relatives. 
Time was when the Independent 
eschewed the regal soap opera - 
please return to your former 
policy. 

Yours for a republic, 

Alex Henney 
London, N6 


red, both in and out of the 
kitchen. The rise of pre-packed 
and prepared foods, emphasis on 
ease of preparation, and the 
death of small shops such as 
butchers have all contributed. 

Perhaps a coherent food strat- 
egy, taking ail these influences 
into account and sympathetic to 
the practical needs and culture of 
young mothers, would be of 
benefit to them and their chil- 
dren. Despite my efforts, my own 
small children have very definite 
food preferences that do not 
include broth! 

Yours sincerely, 

Margaret Thompson 
Chessington, 

Surrey 

17 November 


Fenchurch Street and, with a 
friend, discover London, using 
our feeL Sometimes we even got 
as far as South Kensington, and 
that invariably meant a visit to the 
museums to which, in those days, 
entry was free. It was our heritage 
and our trip into another world 
I hate to think that nowadays 
children are denied these plea- 
sures unless they pay, and mum 
and dad taking their ample of kids 
must make a bit of a bole in dad's 
pocket Now it is being suggested 
that perhaps the entrance foe for 
the V&A may be even as much as 
£10! It will certainly be out of the 
scope of poorer families to find 
that sort of money. Doesn’t any- 
thing belong to the people any 
more? 

Yours faithfully, 

W. J. Rosengrave 
Dagenham, Essex 

From Mr Ivor Ughtman 
Sin The answer to the wish of 
Peter Forster (letter, 18 Novem- 
ber) to be able to make frequent 
but short visits to museums in the 
face of high admission charges is 
surely quite simple - that is, a sea- 
son lickeL I have one for the 
National Museum of Whies in 
Cardiff and its outstations 
throughout the principality. As a 
resulL I am able to pop in to any 
one of them for half an hour on 
any day as the spirit moves me and 
am now able to spend more lime 
on the pottery, the archaeology 
department and so on than when 
a visit had to be an “occasion". 
Youis faithfully, 

Ivor Ljgktman 
Lisvane, South Glamorgan 
21 November 


Drugs and crime 

From Mr John Alderson 
Sin I am grateful to the press 
secretary of the Ministry of 
Defence (letter, 20 November) 
for pointing out that in his recent 
speech to the leaders of the 
armed forces, Michael Portillo 
did not refer to “inner-city 
crime" specifically, for I would 
not wish to misrepresent him. 

I would only like to point out 
that, in the policeman’s world, 
drug trafficking and inner-city 
crime are inexorably linked, ana 
involvement in one is likely to 
lead to involvement in the other, 
as the Army would know from its 
experience in Northern Ireland. 
Yours faithfully. 

John Alderson 
Ottcry St Mary, 

Devon 

21 November 

The writer was Chief Constable of 
Devon and Cornwall J973-SZ 


Monstrous slur 

From Ms Julie BurchiR 
Sin 1 have never smoked a cigar 
in my life, let alone been asked 
to become a founder member of 
the Havana Club (David Lister's 
Diaiy. 21 November). Neither do 
I wear a monodc. drink from pint 
glasses or harass waitresses. Not 
all lesbians do, you know. 

Sexist and stereotypical slurs 
on my sexual persona I can take. 
But if you once more suggest that 
I would enter a room, let alone 
join a club, which houses (hose 
twin monstrosities Michael Caine 
and Bryan Adams, I will sue you 
severely. 

Yours, 

Julie Burchill 
Brighton, Sussex 
21 November 


From Miss Magdalene Andrews 
Sin As a young person of 17, I 
feel I must reply to Nanette 
Bramwell (letter, 15 November) 
who states that it is not parents 
who need to be informed about 
drugs, but teenagers such as 
myself. She writes that the emo- 
tive appeal of Mr and Mrs Betts 
was lost on us because we do not, 
as a group, watch the news. But 
everybody I talked to in school 
bad heard of their daughter 
Leah's tragedy and knew why it 
had happened. This kind of thing 
does not deter young people 


when millions take Ecstasy every 
week. It is less dangerous them 
crossing the road. 

My peers know more about 
these drugs than the older gen- 
eration could teach us. What 
parents do not realise is the 
extent to which drugs are taken. 
A teacher at my school (he was 
also a parent) gave an assembly 
on how, at university, people 
may offer us “strange sub- 
stances”. He obviously did not 
realise that at least half the peo- 
ple he was addressing were habit- 
ual drug users and had been 
since they were 16. 

We know all the names of dif- 
ferent drugs, what they do. which 
ones you should not mix alcohol 
with.’how much they cost and 
who to get them from, even if you 
don’t take advantage of the infor- 
mation. Parents and other adults 
can have no authority over some- 
thing they know nothing abouL 
Youis sincerely, 

Magdalene Andrews 
London, W7 
19 November 

From Professor Hugh Freeman 
Sir: In his letter yesterday (21 
November), Robin Prior cl aims 


that “Prozac is the recreational 
drug of choice for many peo- 
ple”. There is not a shred of evi- 
dence for this statement and if 
anyone did take it for that rea- 
son, they would be greatly dis- 
appointed. Prozac is an anti- 
depressant which is effective in 
people suffering from major 
depression and certain other 
psychiatric disorders, but only 
after an interval of about two 
weeks. Anyone who took it for 
recreational purposes would 
only experience some mildly 
unpleasant side-effects. 

Peter Breggin is quoted by Mr 
Prior as alleging that the scientific 
testing of Prozac lasted only five 
or six weeks. In facL the devel- 
opment of this drag for clinical 
use was among the most lengthy 
and scrupulous of any. 

There have been many 
attempts in the US to blame 
Prozac for people's aggressive 
behaviour, but not one of these 
allegations has been accepted by 
a court. Similarly, overall analy- 
sis of thousands of cases has 
revealed no evidence that Prozac 
has been responsible for “a num- 
ber of suicides". 

Any drug will produce 
unusual effects in a very small 
minority of people: Prozac is no 
different in this respect, but is 
generally efficacious and well 
tolerated. The comparison of 
Prozac with Ecstasy is mislead- 
ing and irresponsible. since the 
community contains large num- 
bers of depressed people who 
have not received appropriate 
treatment, but could very well 
benefit from it 
Yours faithfully, 

Hugh Freeman 
Emeritus Editor 
British Journal of Psychiatry 
London, W1 
21 November 


Not in our league I Holy vegetables! 


From Sirs Caroline Beamish 
Sir: I scan the school league 
tables, published today (21 
November), with scepticism and 
irritation. I work as a teacher in 
the London borough of South- 
wark, albeil in the College of Fur- 
ther Education. I also run Eng- 
lish classes for recently arrived 
refugees and asylum-seekers, 
aged 14-16, from Southwark sec- 
ondary schools. 

The independent schools in 
the borough that achieve the top 
places in the league tables are 
under no obligation io educate 
these pupils, nor, as selective 
schools, do they have any oblig- 
ation towards pupils with any 
lands of special needs. The state 
schools take in all of them, and 
in Southwark they constitute 
quite a high proportion of all 
schoolchildren. 

How can the performance and 
outcomes of the two types of 
school be compared? 

Yours sincerely, 

Caroline Beamish 
London, SW9 


Letters should be addressed to 
Letters to the Editor. The 
independent. One Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, London E145DL 
and include a daytime telephone 
number, (flue 0171-293 2056; 
e-maikletters@lodepeiidenLco.uk) 

Letters may be edited for leugtb 

and clarity. We regret that mare 
tumble to acknowledge 
unpublished letters. Back issues of 
the Independent art available from 
Historic Newspapers, 0800 90660. 


From Mr Jack Hale 
Sir: God may have been an 
enthusiast for animal rights in the 
beginning, as Sister Millicent 
Olga suggests (Letters, 21 
November), but He seems to 
have changed His mind fairly 
quickly. He is reported (Genesis 
9, 3) to have told Noah that he 
could eat meat. Possibly He con- 
sidered fruit and veg good 
enough for Adam, a gardener, 
but not substantial enough for 
Noah, a rough, tough sailor. 
Yours faithfully. 

Jack Hale 
Gateshead, 

Tyne & Wear 
22 November 

From Mr Bob Frost 
Sir While God may, indeed, be 
avegetarian in the early part of 
Genesis, it would appear to be 
merely a phase, as with so many 
other youngsters, lhat He was 
going through. 

By Chapter 15, He is encour- 
aging Abram to cut various ani- 
mals in half, and by the time we 
get to Chapter 22, He has con- 
vinced Abram that he should tie 
up his son and place.him on an 
alter for sacrifice. 

C ertainly if such behaviour was 
repeated today, one would look to 
prosecution of Abram by the 
both God and Abraham 
to be investigated for possible rit- 
ual abuse, and Isaac to be taken 
mto care and to receive coun- 
seflmg after his horrific experience. 
Yours sincerely. 

Bob Frost 
Deal, Kent 
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Small Budget here, great debate elsewhere b e tt^& (with 

Clarke’s plans do matter, of course, but what happens in America and East Asia will affect us far more 5^ ^ 


T I^Budg, 1 time, if you wcre 
J. to believe the standard rhetoric of 
British politics it is also crunch time 
for this government: Kenneth Clarke 
nas this one shot - only one because 
they cannot be sure they will make it 
to next November - to win the elec- 
tion. He needs to make, so the con- 
ventional wisdom runs, the appro- 
priate judgement between the overall 
tax take and the Government’s 
spending; he needs to deploy any lax 
oats that he might be able to scratch 
together to best political advantage 
and cut spending to least political dis- 
advantage; and he needs to frame a 
which is favourably greeted by 
the financial markets, for that way he 
can also engineer an early cut in inter- 
est rates. 

There is nothing wrong with this 
sort of analysis. Indeed, in the short- 
term it is the sensible way to see the 
exercise: as a series of political judge- 
ments, with the person making them 
having to balance conflictin g objec- 
tives. The most obvious such balance 
is between taxation and public spend- 
ing. But there is also the balance 
between different types of taxation 
(whom do you hit? whom do you 
help?) and between different types of 
public spending (in particular, cash 
benefits or public services?). And 
there is the less obvious balance 
between the level of public borrow- 
ing, the Public Sector Borrowing 
Requirement, and the likely profile of 
interest rates over the following year. 
The more Lhe Government borrows 
the easier the lax/spending equation 
but, other things being equal, the 
higher the level of interest rales. 
Practical question: do voters want tax 


cuts or would they prefer lower inter- 
est rates? 

WeH, we shall see the Tory percep- 
tion of what voters want and, in so far 
as economics affect voting patterns, be 
able to see the Ibry pitch for the next 
election. In the “new Labour” 
response to the Budget we will catch 
a glimpse of the alternative pitch, in 
particular how different this might be 
from the old Labour perception of the 
role of a government 

But this is all a bit unsatisfying, is it 
not? The differences are quite finely 
balanced: a few billions of extra spend- 
ing and taxation; a bit more taken 
from one group of people and given 
to another - or maybe even given back 
to the same people in a different way; 
and a few billion more of borrowing 
and plus or min us half a percentage 
point on base rates. 

It is unsatisfying because, as must 
be dear to anyone who travels about 
the world a bit or even reads the for- 
eign pages of a newspaper, there are 
seismic changes (along place in the rest 
of the world which will affect our 
future prosperity far more than the 
odd penny off income tax. There is a 
grand debate taking place elsewhere 
about the very nature of government 
itself, against which our annual Bud- 
get is a side-show. What Mr Clarke 
does or does not do matters on an 18- 
raonth view, of course, but on a 5- or 
10-year time horizon the tax and 
spending plans of our government will 
be much more affected by two other 
big forces now evident elsewhere. For 
one we look to America; for the other 
to East Asia. 

The issue in America is the balanced 
budget. We regard it as normal that the 
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government should have the right to 
borrow money: to spend money that it 
does not have in order, for example, 
to improve services ahead of an elec- 
tion, or simply to cut taxation. People 
huff and puff at this, and the financial 
markets exact a penally in the form of 
higher interest rates on government 
debt. But nowhere is it seen as beyond 
the legitimate role of a government. 

Nowhere yet It is hard to judge at 
this stage quite how the meat debate 
in the US on the budget wQl eventually 
unfold, but the fact remains that both 
parties there are committed to a bal- 
anced budget, and pressure from the 
Republicans was strong enough to 
force the US to the brink of default. 
The US in any case has a much smaller 
budget deficit (as a percentage of 
GDP) than any other large developed 
country and, looking ahead, has the fur- 
ther advantage of a population which 
is ageing more slowly too. This demo- 
graphic point is important, for a deficit 
represents deferred taxation: a liabil- 
ity imposed by the present generation 
on its children. So quite aside from the 
practical issue of the need to finance a 
deficit, there is an ethical issue: what 
right does any one generation have to 
impose obligations on a future one? 

This sort of moral argument is 


starting to be heard is the US, and is 
one of the big forces driving the case; 
for some kind of binding commitment 
to a balanced budget. If the markets 
don't force the issue, so to speak, the 
moralists will. 

The import of all this is obvious; if 
the US really does commit itself to a 
balanced budget the rest of the world 

will be driven to follow. A new standard 

for government behaviourwQJ be estab- 
lish^ -or rad^ re-established, fori W 

years ago il would be perfectly normal 

for governments to regard this as a 
tenet of wise financial management. 

The second big idea comes from 
East Asia. Here the issue is not the 
right of governments to borrow, but 
rather the appropriate size of gov- 
ernment itself 

Until a few years ago rich countries 
tended to have a high proportion of 
GDP allocated by government and 
considerable regulation of their eco- 
nomic activities. The models varied 
from country to country: the US and 
Japan had 30-35 per cent of GDP 
p assing through the state but coupled 
this with strict regulations; Western 
European nations had up to 50, maybe 
a touch more, of the GDP pasting 
though the tax mechanism, though in 
some ways at least they had fewer reg- 
ulations than the US or Japan. There 
were no examples of rich countries 
where the state played only a mini- 
malist role. 

That has changed. New models 
are emerging in East Asia. For exam- 
ple, in Hong Kong the state plays a 
small role in economic life. Yet Hong 
Kong is rich (on some measures 
richer than Britain) and growing with 
astonishing rapidity. The wealth 


shows. People are well fed and. well 
educated, health care is good, and 
while housing remains very cramped 
by European and particularly North 
American standards, the general 
lifestyle of most people is in other 
respects similar to that of the other 
rich parts of the worid. 

Or take Singapore. There Lhe model 
is rather different, with a very high 
degree of regulation of both personal 
behaviour and in some respects eco- 
nomic life. But in other respects the 
government stays out of economic 
activity: taxation and public spending 
are low. 

As the East Asian region develops 
so that it rivals, and probably sur- 
passes, North America and Europe in 
economic might its values, its way of 
doing things, is bound to have greater 
global impact. One of the central dif- 
ferences is the balance of responsi- 
bility between on the one hand an indi- 
vidual and his or her family, and on the 
other the state. One measure of this 
is personal savings. As far as there is 
a common thread in East Asia, it is 
that it is a low-tax, hig h personal sav- 
ings society, lb say all this is not to 
assert that we have to adopt this pat- 
tern wholesale, for we do not But 
expect to be influenced. 

So, as the hubbub from our Budget 
fades next week, look for signs that 
politicians understand these great 
changes. Look for signals such as com- 
ment about the intergenerational 
impact of still-large deficits, or the 
need for greater personal savings. 
Some politicians know all this: (rank 
Field does; Chris Patten does; I suspect 
both John Major and Tbny Blair do. 
Not too sure about Kenneth Clarke. 


Five years on, the spirit of Margaret Thatcher can be detected in the conformism of the Major era 

The ghost in the Tory machine 


T7ive years on and what of her 
Jl spirit remains? On this day in 
1990, Britain was waking up to 
read (he text of Margaret 
Thatcher’s resignation statement. 
The political worid was digesting 
her extraordinary last perfor- 
mance in the Commons. Rival 
candidates were looking in Lhe 
mirror and asking themselves in 
the cold morning light: am I man 
enough to succeed her? 

Five yeans on, there is no 
monument to Baroness 
Thatcher. She herself lives on in 
London and in aeroplanes, an 
unquiet ghost, a presence 
rumoured, not seen or heard. 
She doesn't speak freely to her 
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nation, but privately and for cash 
to conclaves of rich Americans. 

The woman who was once a 
political iconoclast, a radical 
force of world class, is reduced 
to the level of an exiled Stuart, 
restlessly travelling and remem- 
bering past glories. The mem- 
oirs and memorial television 
programmes have been made 
and sold. She gave up the Com- 
mons, barely functions in the 
House of Lords, has produced 
no works of polemic or political 
thought and gives hardly any 
interviews. Of other ex-prime 
minis ters in modern times. 
Heath and Macmillan have had 
livelier retirements. But as a 
political player. Lady Thatcher 
herself, once the liveliest of all, 
is as dead, as long-gone, as Peel 
or Gladstone. 

In one sense, tins is 
admirable. The occasional out- 
burst aside, she has left the 
field clear for her successor. In 
return, he has not repudiated 
her openly, as it once seemed 
that he might- When she went, 
some of the younger cabinet 
ministers rejoiced and com- 
pared themselves to the prison- 
ers from FtdeOo, marching mto 

the light. , , 

Yet no new dawn broke, it 
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was, to adapt Norman Lament's 
phrase about the economy, a 
false dusk. On most of the key 
questions, the Major adminis- 
tration has turned out to be the 
post-Thatcher administration. 
She would have signed at Maas- 
tricht, too. In that odd little bor- 
der town, with its Christmas 
lights and cobbles, she would 
have argued up to the line, then 
done the deal, as she always had. 
Since then. Major has adopted 
a “Europe of nations” rhetoric 
which is remarkably similar to 
Thatcher in her Bruges speech. 

On the economy, it has been 
the same story. Taxes and spend- 
ing rose during the recession; as 
a pragmatist, Thatcher would 
have let them rise too. She 
would have been in the ERM, 
expelled, and similarly cross. 
She would have spoken in sim- 
ilar terms at the Mansion 
House, talking of reducing the 
stale’s share of spending. She 
would have fought inflation, 
though perhaps less fiercely 
than John Major. 

The last-generation privati- 
sation attempts, whether 
abortive like the Post Office or 
rumbling on like rail, might or 
might not have been too far for 
her. She was wary of privatising 
all those little Queen’s heads. 
Bui they are the sort or thing a 
Thatcher administration in 1995 
might have been up to. Would 
she have lived up to her hot, 
morally impeccable, out-of- 
office words on Bosnia had sbe 
still been in Downing Street? An 
intriguing question, but an 
unanswerable one. 

Had she stayed, it is not 
impossible that she would have 
won again in 1992. Most Tories 
assume that she would have 
lost, clinging to the poll tax as 
she sank. Many of her former 
lieutenants disagree. She would 
have tempered her style. There 
would have been no Christian 
Democrat breakaway over 
Europe, no CDP adventure to 
match the SDP in the Eighties. 

A Thatcher government now 
would have been different, 
above aiL in its people. Norman 
Lament us Chancellor? Michael 
Howard as Foreign Secretary? 
Michael Heseliinc, surely, 
restricted to a happy retirement 
with secateurs in his arboretum, 
making speeches about Asia. 

Bui in fact, had she gone on 



and stayed in office, she proba- 
bly wouldn't have been Prime 
Minister by now. Wewould have 
had a smoother succession - to, 
well John Major. Five years on, 
had the Cabinet rallied to her on 
that dark winter evening, we 
might well have been living 
under a Major government car- 
rying out Thatcher policies. 

Which, of course, we are. 
There would have been more of 
a sense of forward movement, 
probably, and continuity, cer- 
tainly, but the broad thrust of 
government policy would have 
been similar. The point about 
1990 is not that the party fool- 
ishly changed course, but that it 
failed to seize its opportunity to 
do so. 

For Thatcher radicalism was 
a strictly limited project. It was 
about hacking bade some famil- 
iar rivals to Westminster and 
Downing Street - the trade 
unions, the federalist bureau- 
cracy of the European Union, 
local government, and a few of 
the more irritating instances of 
the liberal establishment, such 
as the BBC Financial deregu- 
lation and lower taxes were to 
unharness the energies of the 
middle classes and the South. 
The zest was inessential 

The release of national 
energy that she accomplished, at 
considerable cost, between 1979 
and, say, 1988, was not repeat- 
able. Her rhetoric about the 
small state was matched by 
extreme political caution about 
preserving public services, par- 
ticularly for the middle classes. 
There was no second wave of 
Thatcherite revolution avail- 
able, because the next obvious 
areas for reform included the 
political establishment itself. 
She had done for Britain all that 
a centralist, politically conserv- 
ative free-marketeer could. Had 
she gone on, she would have 
become, increasingly, the Prime 
Minister for the status quo. 

It may seem, in retrospect, 
too fantastic to imagine a post- 
Thatcher Tbry party that was 
prepared to think bard about 
the quango state, about the 
need to rebuild some stable sys- 
tem of local democracy, about 
Scotland (though we await 
Major's proposals later this 
month) about the House of 
Lords and about a positive 
agenda for European politics. 


This is not what conservative 
parties are generally for. Yet it 
would have taken such a Tory 
conversion for the party to have 
changed the country in the 
Nineties as dramatically as it tad 
in the Eighties. 

Instead, we have been mark- 
ing time as a country since she 
went. 

1 don’t mean that nothing 


worthy of comment has hap- 
pened. There have been useful 
bureaucratic reforms, holding 
operations, both at home and 
abroad, and difficult exercises in 
parliamentary parly manage- 
ment There has been a notice- 
able slowing of the federalist 

Had she gone on, 
she would have 
become the Prime 
Minister for the 
status quo 


movement Perhaps most sig- 
nificant of an. Labour, beaten 
yet again, has moved further to 
the centre and to pro-market 
positions than anyone would 
have dreamt possible a few years 
earlier. So things have changed 

But none ofit has given us a 
stronger sense of our own 
future, or made us more self- 
confident and better prepared 
We have grown older as a coun- 
try, not younger. Because Mar- 
garet Thatcher was responsible 
for the last great era of change, 
it is easy to look back and thmk 
that her passing marked the 
passing of energy from politics. 

I bdieve the opposite is true, 
that the Conservatives as rulers 
and the rest of us as ruled have 
suffered from her late legacy of 
political centralism and her 
unimaginative confanmsn about 
power and the British state. After 
her early years, she became ever 
more the political establishment 
and ever less the rebel. Her 
spirit has been influential, but 
instead of pointing to new chal- 
lenges, provoking and exciting, it 
has been a dour, minatory, gov- 
erness/ presence. And she has 
said little to the country since she 
left, because she has had nothing 
striking to say. 


by Tony Reeve and Steve Way 
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firm Arthur Trenudn 
Sir: In all the fuss surrounding 
the 1 re-emergence of Beatle- 
mania, I am airprised no one 
has mentioned the fanatical- 
interest that the late John Len- 
non had in cricket. 

It is little realised that he was 
an obsessive Lancashire sup- _ 
porter, -and baled to tour dur- 
ing the summer for fear of mis- 
sing a Lancashire game or a 
Tfesr match. During c o ncert s , he 
would often watch videos of the 
latest Lancashire game on what 
fans thought were loudspeakers 
but were in fact TV monitor 
screens. If you watch videos of 
his later concerts, you can 
somet [messes him jump in the 
air at moments apparently 
unconnected with the music. 
Usually this was because some- 
one had just been called out 

During his later years with 
Yoke Ono, who showed a sad 
lack of interest in the game, he 
would sneak off to play cricket 
with the Manhattan Minstrels, 
a New York team of expatriate 
cricketers drawn partly from 
British showbiz exiles and 
partly from West Indian immi- 
grants. I remember standing 
beside him in the slips one day 
and wa tching him put down, a 
difficult left-hand chance. “No 
one would have got that,” I 
said, to comfort him, “except 
maybe Paul McCartney." 

“Why him?" said John. 

“Well, he’s left-handed" 

“Yes, but Linda McCartney 
would have got in the way," said 
John. How we all laughed 

However, the team abruptly 
lost John Lennon's services 
when Yoko Ono persuaded 
him to play naked one day as a 
protest for peace. He was never 
picked again. 

Yours sincerely ... 

From Mr Gory Bunyip 
Sir. . In all the fuss about the 
anniversaiy of the Sun Page 
Three girls, I am surprised no 
one has mentioned the cricket 
team which these gallant girls 
ran for many years. United by 
a common love of the game - 
and a generous subsidy from 
Mr Murdoch! - these fun-lov- 
ing fillies often turned out of a 
Saturday to delight crowds ail 
over the coun try with their skill 
as well as their stunning looks. 
Ignorant commentators have 
often supposed this buxom 
bunch played cricket topless, 
which shows a lamentable 
depth of ignorance and a 
degree of sexism on their part. 
In fact these leggy lovelies pre- 
ferred to play in French cham- 
bermaids’ outfits with short 
black skirts and lacy cleavage. 

Some of them were far from 
un talented. We bad a fast 
bowler called Leslie Lindquist 
who could work up a fair head 
of steam, even though she was 
amply endowed in the chest 
region with a bust of more 
than 4Qin (or should that be in 
milligrams these days?). 


On one occasion an oppos- 
ing batsman asked her if she did 
not find it difficult to get her 
arm over with such a bountiful 
-bosom. “Look, love ” she snap- 
ped, “I don’t ask if you have 
trouble walking or running, do 
I?” How we all laughed! 

Yours faithfully ... 

From Major-General Sir Nor- 
man Fishbolt 

Sir May I put in a word in sup- 
port of my good friend Nicholas 
Soames MP? In all this Prince 
of Wales controversy he has 
come in for a good deal of flak, 
with many people unable to 
decide if he is genuinely para- 
noid or merely shamelessly try- 
ing to play for people's sympa- 
thy. Well let me tell you. there 
is no one straighter and liner 
than Nicholas Soames, not least 
when it comes to cricket, in 
which game be is one of the 
stoutest fielders known to man 
- no pun intended! 

I remember when he was a 
spectator at a cricket match at 
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Windsor Castle, the annual fix- 
ture between Old Equerries 
and the Prince of Wales’s Valets 
Past and Present XL One of the 
equerries had to leave and 
Nicholas was pressed into being 
a substitute. “Blimey!" quipped 
one of the valets, as Nicholas 
strode on to the field. "They’ve 
sent on their 12lh and 13th 
man!" How we all laughed. 
Yours sincerely ... 

From Professor Norman Curvw 
Sir It would be a shame if Pur- 
cell’s tercentenary were allowed 
to pass without some mention 
being made of the great com- 
poser’s fondness for cricket. 

I do not know if Purcell 
played cricket, but the musical 
worid was stunned two years 
ago at the discovery of his crick- 
eting cantata (“Blest Pair of 
Stumps") and a collection of 
cricketing rounds to be sung at 
sporting parties. Purcell bad a 
weakness for writing rounds 
with rather risque words, and 
these cricketing ditties are no 
exception! I surprised a Wig- 
more Hall audience recently 
when, as an encore at a choral 
concert, I produced 1 1 men in 
white flannels who sang: 

There war a very county Imvr, 

Who quoth, “/ need no extra cover 
When with my mistress I do lay 
And with her fine legs f do play ...” 

And so on through all the field- 
ing positions. How we all laughed! 
Yours faithfully ... 
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DTI clears TSB takeover 


Lloyds Bank’s shares rose 21 .5p to S71p after its agreed bid for 
TSB was cleared on competition grounds. TSB also gained 7p 
to 414.5p. While the proposed deal stiD needs clearance by other 
regulators such as the Bank of England, the President of the 
Board of Trade. Ian Lang, “has decided on the information at 
present before him. and in accordance with the recommenda- 
tion of the Director General of Fair Trading, not to refer the 
... merger to the Monopolies and Mergers Commission under 
the provisions of the Fair Trading Act 1973”. Bifu, the banking 
union, fears 10.000 job cuts will result from the merger and con- 
demned the DTI's decision. 


Eggar warns of higher gas bills 


Tim Eg gar, the Industry Minister, warned that consumers may 
suffer through highergas bills than would otherwise be the case 
because of British Gas’s problems with costly North Sea con- 
tracts that force it to take more gas than it can sell. Mr Eggar 
also sharply criticised the company and offshore producers for 
tailing to renegotiate the contracts, singling out US firms for 
the sharpest attack. 


Guinness appeal decision on Monday 


The decision on the Guinness appeal will be announced next 
Monday. Central to the appeal made by the four men who re- 
ceived jail sentences or fines for their port in operating an ille- 
gal share support scheme, during Guinness’s £2.7bn takeover 
of Distillers in 19S6, has been their assertion that the police were 
deliberately excluded from investigations to allow DTI inspec- 
tors with stronger inquisitorial powers to remain unimpeded. 
In 1990, Ernest Saunders, the former chairman of Guinness, prop- 
erty tycoon Gerald Ronson, and stockbroker Anthony Pames 
all received jail sentences for their behind-the-scenes activities 
in the Guinness takeover. A fourth man. Jack Lyons, was fined 
£3ra and stripped of his knighthood. 


1,300 jobs motor into N Ireland 


More than 1.300 jobs are being created by French car compo- 
nents company Montupet, which has announced a £142m ex- 
pansion of its factory in Northern Ireland the largest investment 
in the province since the ceasefire. 


US trade gap shrinks 


America’s trade gap shrank in September, thanks partly to the 
sixth reduction in a row in its deficit with Japan. The Commerce 
Department said the US deficit in trade in goods and services 
was on an improving trend. Even so, it is likely to be a record 
approaching a mammoth S200bn this year. The’ shortfall in Sep- 
tember was'S8J5bn. down from a monthly average of SlObn so 
far this year. The dollar strengthened a little. 


Accounting shake-up planned 


Companies will only be able to make provisions against profit 
' their accou nls when they have an obi igation rather than j ust 
ui. intention to make expenditure to cover reorganisation or en- 
vironmental costs if proposals published by the Accounting Stan- 
dards Board today. The board, which sees the plans as integral 
its recent draft statement of principles, also calls for an end 
— provisions for future operating losses and more detailed dis- 
closure of the amounts being provtded. 

Conunent, page 25 
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opening shot in takeover battle 
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A vicious and ac rim onious 
takeover battle was sparked 
last night as Granada's auda- 
cious £3.1bn hostile bid for 
Forte was given short shrift by 
the board, which said that it “to- 
tally foils to recognise the val- 
ue of the company”. 

That view was echoed in the 
City, where analysts said the of- 
fer was only an opening shot. 
“This is not a knock-out offer,” 
said one leading leisure analyst. 
“The company is worth con- 
siderably more.” Analysts said 
the chances of a counter offer 
to Granada's bid were remote. 

The battle ty two of the coun- 
try’s largest leisure companies 
promises to be drawn-out and ac- 
rimonious. At stake is control of 
Forte’s 900 hotels - including 
Grosvenor House in London, the 
George V in Paris and the Ritz 
in Madrid - and its restaurants 
and motorway service stations. 

Shares in Granada dropped 
48p to 649p, while those in Forte 
rose to 347.5p yesterday, as 
the market weighed the details. 
The mixed shares and cash of- 
fervalued Forte at £3.4bn at the 


start of trading yesterday, but 
that bad dropped by £30 Om to 
£3.1bn by close of dealings. 

If successful the bid will 
push Granada's gearing to 130 


per cent, and the credit agency 
IBCA put the company’s long- 
term rating of A on watch. 
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Sir Rocco Forte: ‘company 
is worth considerably more ’ 


“with negative implications”. 

Granada, which runs two 
independent television compa- 
nies, a rentals division for tele- 
visions, computers and other 
household equipment, and 
catering services, is offering 
four Granada shares plus 
£23.25 for every 15 Forte shares. 
There is also a full cash alter- 
native of 321.7p a share. 

Geny Robinson, Granada’s 
chairman-designate, said yes- 
terday that Rule had been 
undermanaged and had re- 
turned poor value to share- 
holders. He vowed to restructure 
the company's sprawling hotels 
and catering operations, selling 
off £500m worth of assets ana 
improving profit mar gins . 
“We’ve tracked this opportuni- 
ty for several years.” Mr Robin- 
son said. “We believe we are 
financially and m an age ri ally 
ready for iL” 

However, Sir Rocco Forte 
said he was “very confident” of 
beating off the bid. “He [Ger- 
ry] is two years too late in mak- 
ing a bid. And he is two years 
too late in making the remarks 
he made about the company.” 

Mr Robinson said his com- 
pany intended to sell off bits of 
the Forte empire if the bid 
succeeds. The 68 per cent, but 
restricted, voting stake in the 
luxury Savoy hotels group 
would be put up for sale. Also 
earmarked for disposal are the 
Lilywhites sporting wear retail 
operation and a few of Forte's 
“trophy” hotels. 

It intends to rebrand the re- 
maining hotels, concentrating 
on bunding the Meridien chain, 
which Forte bought last year, 
into its main international op- 
eration. probably by folding in 
the Forte Grand chain. 



Bidding for glory: Granada executives Geny Robinson (left) and Charles Allen 


Photograph: Kevin Lamarque/Reuter 


Ultimately, Granada hopes to 
create two distinct hotel prod- 
ucts at the higher and lower 
ends of the mid-market. Forte 
is the market leader in the Cast- 
expanding budget hotel market 
through its Travelodge chain. 

Also lined up for disposal are 
Forte’s 22 motorway service 
sites, which Mr Robinson con- 
ceded would pose insurmount- 
able competition hurdles. 
Granada operates 27 roadside 
service sites in the UK. 

Granada has grown sharply in 
the past four years, with oper- 
ating profits rising from £88m 
in 1991 to £388m this year. In 
the same period. Forte has 
seen profits tread water, drift- 
ing from £289m in 1991 to 
£258m this year and has had to 
cut dividend payments. 


Full-year results released yes- 
terday by Granada showed that 
pre-tax profits climbed 32 per 
cent to £35l2nu on turnover up 
14 per cent at £L4bn. The div- 
idend total was lifted from lOp 
to I1.75p per share. 

Mr Robinson rejected sug- 
gestions that the bid bad been 
pitched too low. “The City al- 
ways wants more.” he said. 
“That’s par for the course. 
We've put a good bid forward, 
and we will have to wait for three 
or four days to see whether we 
have a convincing case.” 
Analysts said yesterday that 
the offer might have to be 
raised to 400p a share, or near- 
ly £3.9bn, to secure victory. 

Mr Robinson also rejected 
criticism that there was no 
strategic fit between the two 


companies. “People like to 
make these businesses compli- 
cated. which they are not. 
Hotels, like catering and tele- 
vision and any other business, 
are about unit management.” he 
said. “We have proved that we 
can manage welL” 

There were suggestions yes- 
terday that Granada did not 
necessarily have the manage- 
ment depth to run an interna- 
tional hotels company. One 
leisure analyst said: “This busi- 
ness requires not just an un- 
derstanding of pricing and 
fining rooms but also a good un- 
derstanding of the internation- 
al market.” 

A spokesman for Forte said: 
“The logic of a fit between us 
[Granada and Forte] does not 
seem to stack up loo well.” 


However, others accepted 
that Mr Robinson, along with 
his chief operating officer 
Charles Allen, bad the relevant 
experience, citing the improv- 
ing fortunes at both Sutcliffe, 
the catering business bought two 
years ago, and at Pavilion, the 
motorway services company 
purchased in April. 

At its current level, the offer 
would be worth £25 Om to the 
Forte family, which owns just 
under 8 per cent of the com- 
pany. The family has a share- 
holding of around 75 million 
shares - between 7 and 8 per % 
cent in the company - which are jg - 
owned directly by Sir Rocco 
Forte, his aster Olga Pdlizzi, and 
their father. Lord Forte, and in- 
directly through a number of 
mists. 


Cost-cutting ‘caterer’ 
challenges ex-playboy 


Temperance trust could hold key . 


JOHN SHEPHERD 


NIGEL COPE 


Granada’s hostile bid for Forte 
pitches two sharply contrasting 
businessmen into battle. In the 
Granada corner is Gerry Rob- 
inson. He is 47. the ninth of a 
Donegal carpenter’s 10 chil- 
dren, who was once described 
by the comedian John Geese as 
an “ignorant upstart caterer”. 

In the Forte comer is Sir Roc- 
co Forte, the smooth, polished 
scion of the Forte dynasty, who 
speaks like Prince Charles and 
dresses in the best Savile Row 
suits. Known as a former play- 
boy, he once squired glam- 
orous women such as Bianca 
Jagger. Now 50. be married the 
equally glamorous Aliai Ricci in 
1986. 

Their management styles are 
very different. Mr Robinson is 
a fervent believer in delegating 
and describes most work is a 
“waste of time”. He works a 
strict nine-hour day and even 
takes Fridays off. 

Sir Rocco regularly puts in a 
12-hour stint in the office - in 
addition to business dinners. 


“It’s hard to be a playboy when 
you work as hard as I do,” he 
said recently. 

Mr Robinson has developed 
the reputation of a ruthless 
cost-cutter which has made him 
popular with City analysts. He 
frowns upon unnecessary ex- 
pense and runs Granada from 
a unimpressive office block in 
London's Soho. The manage- 
ment structure is pruned to 
speed up decisions. Managers 
are given responsibility and 
made accountable. 

By contrast. Forte has a more 
remote style of management. At 
the London head office Sir 
Rocco only recently moved his 
office down from the penthouse 
suite to the same floor as the rest 
of the board. Decisions are said 
to be slow and the directors of 
the two main divisions - hotels 
and restaurants - do not even 
sit on the main board. 

The HQ has four lifts and it 
is said that when a Forte fami- 
ly member is present one is 
reserved for their private use. In 
the City Sir Rocco has been crit- 
icised for combining the roles of 


chairman and chief executive 
and running the company like 
a private family concern. “It is 
not seen as a dynamic business.” 
one observer said. 

Socially the two are poles 
apart. While Mr Robinson is a 
quiet family man. Sir Rocco ’s is 
a member of the upper crust so- 
cial whirl. When he was knight- 
ed, congratulations poured in 
from royalty, Baroness Thatch- 
er and half’the current cabinet. 
Even his chauffeur has an MBE 

The background of both is 
fairly humble. Mr Robinson's 
family left Ireland when he was 
11 and be initially studied to be 
a priest But he left the seminary 
at 16 for a career in industry. 
In 1987 he led the management 
buy-out of Grand Metropoli- 
tan’s catering division to form 
Compass. He was appointed 
head of Granada in 1991 when 
John Geese made his “upstart 
caterer” remark. 

Sir Rocco bad a swifter as- 
cent. After leaving Oxford he 
joined Trusthouse Rjrte in 1970, 
becoming deputy chief execu- 
tive eight years later. 


In theory, the outcome of the 
bid could be influenced by a 
small number of shares con- 
trolled by the Council of Forte, 
a trust set up in 1904 to “further 
temperance”, and inherited by 
the Forte company when it 
merged with Trust Houses in 
1970 to form Trusthouse Forte. 

The trust owns only 780,000 
shares, less than 0. 1 per cent of 
the total 943 million Forte 
shares in issue, but has the 
right to the same number of 
votes as all the other share- 
holders put together. 

However, it is by no means 
certain that the Panel for 
Takeovers and Mergers will al- 
low the counedi to use its 50 per 
cent share of the votes in the 
takeover fight. 

Granada is relying on the 
panel taking the same stance as 
it did in 1971 when the council’s 
right to vole was neutralised 
during the failed bid by Allied 
Breweries for Forte. Judith 
Shepherd, a member of the pan- 
el executive, said yesterday that 
no decision had been reached 
yet. “We need to hear the views 
of Forte and the council.” 

The delicate power issue will, 
no doubt, be debated at length 
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Controlling interest: Trust members (clockwise from top 
left) Lord Boyd-Carpenter; the Duke of Marlborough; Lord 
Callaghan; Hugh Astor; Sir Paul Wright and Lord Peyton 


by the council, which is head- 
ed by Hugh Astor, and is com- 
prised of three lords, an earl, a 
duke and two knights of the 
realm. 

If the council’s vole is again 
declared null and void under 
Rule 10 of the Takeover Code, 
Granada's strategy will boil 
down to gaining control of 
more than 50 per cent of the 
shares held by other investors. 
In effect, ordinary shareholders 
would have a lull vote per share 
rather than half a vote. 

The council is free to declare 


itself neutral ahead of any bind- 
ing decision by the panel. One 
of the issues the council will 
have to take account of is the 
basic requirement for trustees 
to look after the best interests 
of the trust’s beneficiaries. 

The aim of the trust is to dis- 
tribute income for charitable 
purposes. However, the amount 
of available, distributable divi- 
dend income from shares in 
Forte has dwindled in recent 
years and will be another main 
point to be considered when the 
council debates the bid. 


Reed’s newspaper 
arm sold for £205m 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 


The US buyout specialists 
Kohl berg Kravis Roberts and 
Co have bought the regional 
newspaper division of Reed 
Elsevier, the Anglo-Dutch pub- 
lishing giant, for £205m. 

The announcement capped 
two weeks of frantic negotia- 
tions involving as many as five 
bidders, and brought to £685 m, 
after tax, the amount Reed has 
raised from selling-off the bulk 
of its consumer businesses. 

KKR is expected to find buy- 
ers for some of the group's 
newspapers, and will be work- 
ing with the current manage- 
ment, led by Reed Regional’s 
chief executive, Jim Browix. 

Clifton Robbins, a KKR ex- 
ecutive. who has spent the past 
10 days negotiating the deal said 
yesterday that current man- 
agement would get a meaning- 
ful chunk of equity. “The 
regional papers are doing quite 
well, and last year made record 
irofits. Management is very 
uilish about the situation." 

Last year, Reed Regional 


had operating profits of £18m 
on turnover of £142m. KKR will 
pay £140m in cash, and issue an 
interest-bearing note for £65m, 
repayable by January 1997. 

Pni Ventures, the venture 
capital arm of Prudential in- 
surance, had been considered a 
frontrunner, but ruled itself 
out when the sellers decided to 
hold a “contract race”, offering 
a deal to the first bidder able to 
complete negotations. 

The company also announced 
three transactions in the 
Netherlands and one in the 
US, and said that the divestment 
process, aimed at raising up to 
£lbn, “was nearly complete”. 
Dagbladunie, the group’s Dutch 


newspaper publishers, will be 


sold to PCM Uitgevers NV for 
£346m, while two smaller Dutch 
deals, along with last week's sale 
of the US consumer magazines 
to the media affiliate of KKR, 
will raise an additional £189m. 

_ The sell-off. Is aimed at repo- 
sitioning the company as a pub- 
lisher principally of business 
information. However, Reed 
Elsevier is keeping its PIC con- 
sumer magazine division. 


Speculation 
boosts C&W 


DAVID H ELDER 


Almost £8Q0m was added to the 
value of Cable & Wireless yes- 
terday as the shares jumped 37p 
to 466p on takeover speculation. 
AL yesterday’s dosing price, 
the company is valued at slightly 
more than &10bn. 

The speculation came in spite 
of a denial by Craig McCaw. the 
American billionaire, that he 
was gearing up to mount a bid. 
The City forked Mr McCaw with 
C&W before Tuesday’s late 
news of the shock departure of 
both the company's chairman. 
Lord Young, and James Ross, 
chief executive. 

Their departures followed 
two days of talks that failed to 
resolve the bitter power strug- 
gle between the two men. Yes- 
terday, traders took the view 
that the resignations left the 

company vulnerable to a bid. 

‘The speculation is entirely 
predictable,” Laurence Hcy- 
worth, telecoms analyst at 
Flemings, said. “However the 
speculation is rather more 


predictable than the actual 
chance of a bid.” 

Analysts said that if the com- 
pany wished to remain inde- 
pendent it would need to 
appoint a chief executive quick- 
ly who would provide a more 
defined strategy and thereby 
prevent a break-up. 

On TUesday. the group ap- 
pointed Brian Smith non-exec- 
utive chairman and said that a 
board committee under his 
chairmanship would be formed 
to select a new chief executive 
“as soon as possible”. 

“The Cable & Wireless board 
does not want the oimpany to 
be carved up. They’ll want a 
chief executive to sec the good 
points of the so-called ■federa- 
tion’ and possibly express it a bit 
better,” John Clarke, of Daiwa 
Institute, said. 

Analysts said the departures 
of Lord Young and James Ross 
yesterday were welcomed by the 
market but that Cable & wire- 
less remained vulnerable and 
open to a possible bid or a 
break-up. 
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Robinson may bite off more than he can chew 





‘Rocco may or may 
°ot be up to the fight 
but the old man, 
Charlie, is still alive 
and he is not going to 
see his life’s work 
disappear without 
serious bloodshed’ 


O n the face of it, what we are about to 
witness with Granada's £ 3 . 1 bn bid for 
Forte is a fight so unequal that it seems al- 
most crueL In the right ha nd comer is Ger- 
ry Robinson, an Irishman whose truculent 
laid back manner disguises an executive style 
as demanding as they come and a track 
record that amounts to one of the finest in 
British corporate life today. In the left hand 
comer is Sir Rocco Forte, second generation 
former playboy, there only because he is his 
father’s son, and a track record, if Grana- 
da’s devastating attack is to be believed, that 
is little short ofdisastrous. When the bid hit 
first thing yesterday morning, he was out 
pheasant shooting. Poor Rocco. 

Not everything is always as it seems, 
however, and as the Gty recovered from the 
excitement of the first punch, doubts began 
to creep in. Is this not mere empire bund- 
ing by Granada? A conglomerate that 
already combines broadcast TV with equip- 
ment rental and motorway service stations 
might seem illogical enough as it is, without 

Form’s property assets. CertaMythCTe^is a 
suspicion in the Gty that Mr Robinson may 
be biting off more than he can chew. Fur- 
thermore, say Rocco ’s supporters, paid and 
otherwise, he is indeed his father's son and 
will surprise us all with a street fighter’s 
defence. Forte has famously fought off hos- 
tile boarders before and wul do so again 
In the spirit of backing one side or the 
otber, however, here is the case in favour of 


Granada, which though it wiD dearly have 
to raise its offer a little, must remain odds- 
on favourite to win. The confusion in the 
Gty over strategy mainly results from the 
confusion at the heart of Fbtte itself which 
likes to project itself as a topof-the-range 
hotels group. Think Fbrte and you think the 
George V in Paris, the Cipriani in Venice 
and nowadays even the Savoy. In truth these 
businesses are about as relevant to Forte's 
core earners of roadside catering and mid 
market provincial hotels as a ten bob note, 
— tiring almost totally different marketing 
management 


and you end up with a business which is 
highly relevant to Granada. Mr Robinson 
has been tracking Forte for three years or 
more and believes the fit as neat as that of 
hand and glove-The timing of this bid might 
be open to question, occurring apparently 
at the wrong point in the cyde with Forte 
recovering strongly. Even so, the opportu- 
nity for improvement still looks consider- 
able. These are businesses the Gty has long 
suspected were badly run and controlled. 

Gearing of 130 per cent, even after the 
planned disposals, seems high, but it is pur- 
sued as deliberate policy, for these are cash 
generative businesses being bid for. Mr 
Robinson has achieved the trick before of 
gearing up the company to unwind it later 
and delhrcr the value through to share- 
holders. Furthermore, the gearing sinks 
substantially when account is taken of 


Granada’s BSkyB stake, in the books at just 
£70m but worth £65 Qm on the stock market 
Long, long term, you have to wonder 
whether conglomerates such as Granada 
make a great deal of corporate sense. Cer- 
tainly the media interests, if this takeover 
goes through, will begin to look distinctly out 
of place. Demerger and breakup, however, 
is along way in the future. Forte is just the 
sort of business Mr Robinson ought to be 
able to work miracles with. Even so, a bit- 
ter figfat can be confidently predicted Rocco 
may or may not be up to the fight but the 
old man, Charlie, is still alive and he is not 
going to see his life’s work disappear with- 
out serious bloodshed. 

A difficult fit for 
Labour’s new clothes 

F or much of this year, new Labour has 
been trying on the clothes of fiscal and 
monetary orthodoxy. The fit always looked 
tight, but now the corset appears to have burst 
as Gordoa Brown tries to outdo Kenneth 
Garke in the tax-cutting stakes. 

The Shadow Chancellor didn’t have much 
difficulty in exposing the Conservatives’ 
sorry record in yesterday’s debate on the 
economy. As he pointed out, even if Mr 
Garke were to bring down income tax by 4p 
in the pound - costing some £7bn - that 
would still leave him a long way off the 7p 
in tbe pound by which taxes have been raised 


this Parliament Cutaon such a scale are mit 
of the question in next week’s budget given 
government borrowing which is expected to. 
run at about £30bn this year. Whatever tax 
rabbits Kenneth Clarice puHs out of the red 
box, he wfllhave to justify them with spend- 
ing cuts. And .whatever he claims about 
slashing expenditure, the City will be seep- j 
tical - and rightly so. . - 

'Hie new Tory mantra intoned by Mr 


Clarke is that St 

public spending to 


icy alone can bring down 
> below 40 per cent of GDE 
What minsters omit to tell the public is that 


although now. in their 17th year of office, 
they have only succeeded in that objective 
in fust two years — and those were at the 
height of the giddily unsustainable boom of 

the late 1980s. How much easier to redefine 
public expenditure - as the Treasury did in 
June - with the effect of bring down spend- 
ing as a proportion oF GDP by almost a full 
percentage point 

But if the Conservatives* difficulty in 
grappling with tbe hydra of public spending 
arouses legitimate scepticism, so mo does 
New Labour's new penebent for cross- 
dressing in tax-cutting clothes. Gordoa 
Brown bad plenty to say earlier in the week 
about his desire to cut the starting rate of 
tax to 15 or even 10 per cent He had noth- 
ing to say about the cost of doing so - a 
handy £7bn - and how that money would 
become available. 

One danger for investors in this compe- 
tition to cut taxes is that Labour wiD come 


to pdwer havmg sloked up unrealistic expec- 
tations and will end up being fiscally impru- 
dent Another is that Labour simply inher- 
its the fiscal imprudence of an ultimately 
political budget If nothing else, the fashion 
parade of political supenoodels dressing in 
little other than tax-cutting pledges high- 
lights tife looming political uncertainties that 
seem set to overshadow markets in the 
months ahead. 


Expect the "smoothies’ 
to come out fighting 


lavid Tweedie has -repeatedly made 

clear that if he stands for anything it is trans- 
parency in accounts. FewASB proposals bet- 
ter fit in with that idea than todays attack 
cm the “big bath", or lumping together of an- 
ticipated costs, and other techniques much 
loved by the likes of British Gas and Gtend- 
Met. 

Hie plan is to allow companies to provide 
agains t profits only whenthey axe commited 
to expenditure on reorganisation or to meet 
environmental liabilities rather than, as 
now, once the board has formed tbe inten- 
tion. Hus looks logical enough. However, it 
represents such a radical change that Sir 
David folly expects the smoothers - or pro- 
ponents of managing earnings by giving com- 
panies scope to manipulate the amounts and 
timing of provisions - to come out fighting. 


Power flotation: Prospectus shows controversial payments to four grid directors to be supplemented by extra £91,000 


£408,000 dividend bonanza 
for National Grid directors 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

Executive directors of Nation- 
al Grid wifi receive a total of 
three extra dividends worth 
£408,000, it emerged yester- 
day in the prospectus for the 
flotation next month. 

On top of a controversial spe- 
cial dividend of more than 
£300.000 that the Government 
tried unsuccessfully to persuade 
them to give up, four directors 
will receive a forth er £91,000. 

These payments come from 
a £63,000 dividend on a bonus 
share issue and £28,000 dividend 
as part of a rights issue, and are 
in addition to normal dividends 
of £26,000 on shares that they 
hold in the grid company. 

The four directors, led by 
chairman David Jefferies, are 
sitting on shares worth £134m 
and potential option profits 


wrath at least another £400,000. 
This is on the basis of the 228p 
dosing price yesterday on the 
Stock Exchange's “grey market” 
ahead of tbe flotation. 

The company defended the 
additional dividends partly on 
the grounds that the directors 
are obliged to subscribe £63,000 
of their own money to the 
rights issue if they are to main- 
tain their holdings. 

The prospectus also disd OS- 
es that a fifth executive direc- 
tor, Roger Urwin, who has just 
joined as managing director 
for transmission from London 
Electridty, could earn just over 
£250,000 with pension and max- 
imum bonus. 

Mr Urwin has not been giv- 
en any National Grid Group 
shares or options in his new 
post, although as a sharehold- 
er in London Electridty he 
was entitled to receive more 


than £200, (MX) of grid shares as 
a result of the flotation. His to- 
tal London and NGG packages 
this year are well over £lm, and 
be is to join a new perfor- 
mance-related bonus scheme to 
be set up by the grid. 

Mr Urwm and another new 
director, Wab Gerretsen, are on 
two-year fixed contracts, which 
will become one-year rolling 
contracts when they expire. 
NGG rejected Labour criti- 
cisms that this broke the new 
Green bury rules. 

Furthermore, the directors 
will be given £156,000 worth of 
shares in the pumped storage 
business that has just been spun 
off from National Grid as a pre- 
lude to a trade sale. The com- 
pany valued the pumped 
storage business at £450m. A 
spokesman said the shares for 
directors were to compensate 
for a fall in the value of then- 


holdings in National Grid as a 
result of the demerger. 

Tbe shadow Chancellor, 
Gordon Brown, called their to- 
tal package “the biggest pri- 
vatisation scandal sofiar” and 
accused the Government of 
lover the pro- 
; of the Greenbuiy Com- 
mittee on executive pay. 

National Grid announced 
profits 7 per cent higher at 
£330.7m on turnover 11 per cent 
higher at £706m, but disap- 
pointed the Gty with higher- 
tban-expected start-up lasses of 
£40m at Energis, the new tele- 
coms subsidiary. 

Yesterday, seven electricity 
company shareholders in NGG, 
with stakes of just over 50 per 
cent, announced the terms on 
which they would pass on then- 
shares to their own sharehold- 
ers. All holdings must be sold 
within a year. 



Grid gainers: David Jefferies (left), additional £91,000 dividend, and Roger (Irwin, package worth £250,000 


Clerical ‘in bid 
talk’ with GE 


JOHN E1SEN HAMMER 

Financial Editor 

Gerical Medical, the UK mu- 
tual life insurer, is believed to 
be in discussions with a poten- 
tial bidder, possibly GE Capi- 
tal of the United States. 
Analysts put a price of about 
£lbn on Gerical Medical, the 
eleventh largest life company in 
Britain in terms of worldwide 
premiums. 

Gerical is one of many mu- 
tuals busily reviewing their fu- 
ture in the light of much 
tougher business conditions in 
the life market, and the re- 
sources needed to keep up with 
technological change. Last 
month, Norwich Union, one of 
the country's biggest mutual in- 
surers, decided to convert to a 
public limited company, adding 
urgency to the argument amo ng 
insurers and building societies 
about the importance of size 
and diversification. 

Speculation about the suitor 
also centered on NatWest 
Group. Clerical Medical took a 
15 per cent stake in NatWest 

Life when it was set up. and runs 

its adminis trative as weD as 
some of its fund mana gement 
operations. NatWest has met 
with only modest success m 
building up its life business, and 
the market believes it is inter- 
ested in acquiring the expertise, 
systems and client list a mutu- 
al would provide. 


Eric Hodson, finance direc- 
tor at Gerical Medical, said yes- 
terday: “We are not in serious 
discussions at the present time 
with a third party.” 

GE Capital, the powerful fi- 
nancial services arm of Gener- 
al Electric, the American 
conglomerate, has publicly stat- 
ed its intention of building up 
business in the UK. It has been 
linked to bid speculation sur- 
rounding Mercury Asset Man- 
agement, Baring Asset 
Management and Gartinore. 

Last week GE Capital an- 
nounced that it is buying for 
£270m one of the US life in- 
surance businesses put up for 
sale by Aon, a Chicago finan- 
cial services group. Gerical 
would bring products, market 
experience ana a fund on which 
GE Capital could build. 

Gerical Medical traditional- 
ly sold life insurance through in- 
dependent financial advisors, 
but recently built its own 
salaried sales force, with mixed 
results. A planned merger with 
NPI, another life company, col- 
lapsed three years ago. 

Its free asset ratio, used by an- 
alysis as a rough guide to tbe 
strength of a life fund, is low 
compared to its larger rivals. 
Tbe percentage of free assets to 
total assets at Gerical is esti- 
mated to be 4.7, compared with 
13.7 at Standard Life, 123 at the 
Prudential and 7.6 at Norwich 
Union. 


Virgin TV challenge 
gets court go-ahead 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

In a landmark decision that sent 
shock waves through the broad- 
casting industry, tbe High Court 
yesterday gave Virgin TVTeave 
to seek judicial review of the 
controversial Channel 5 award. 

The ruling wiD be acutely em- 
barassing to the Independent 
Television Commission, which 
last month awarded the 10- 
year licence to a consortium 
backed by the media companies 
Pearson and MAI. 

Depending on how quickly 
tbe foil hearing is completed, 
the legal challenge could delay 
introduction of the Gunnel 5 
service, scheduled for 1997. 

The High Court ruled that 
Virgin TV backed by Richard 
Branson's Virgin Group, had an 
“arguable case” that the deci- 
sion was flawed by illegality, ir- 
rationality and procedural 
impropriety. 

The Virgin consortium 
claimed tbe ITCs decision had 
been irrational and wrong on 
several specific counts, includ- 
ing criticisms of the group’s 
news service, the number of in- 
dependent programme suppli- 
ers it bad lined up and its 
management structure. It also 
complained that the winning 
consortium, Peaison/MAJ, had 
been allowed to change the 
terms of its bid after the appli- 
cations were sent in. 

Pearson had no comment 
last night. In the past, the com- 


pany has said it had been asked 
to clarify its bid, and that there 
had been no alteration of its 
terms. 

The ITC said last night it was 
“confident that it awarded the 
Channel 5 licence is a fair and 
proper manner.’' 

Richard Branson has bat- 
tiedjxihlidy in the past with ITC 
chairman George Russell, who 
is also chairman of CamekH, the 
national lottery operator. Mr 
Branson’s not-for-profit bid for 
the lottery was rejected in 
favour of Camelot’s offer. 

Commenting on the High 
Court decision, Mr Branson 
said: “Perhaps the ITC chair- 
man should now conoentrate his 
efforts on his other role in life, 
that of chairman of CameloL” 

Virgin TV’s partners indude 
Associated Newspapers and 
Paramount Television. Tiro oth- 
er members, HTV - the Welsh 
rrv company -and Philips, the 
Dutch electronics giant, said 
yesterday they would sell their 
shares in the group to the re- 
maining partners, raising spec- 
ulation that they did not want 
to continue the legal challenge. 

Virgin TV bid £22m for the 
licence, but both it and UKTV, 
the Canadian-backed consor- 
tium that offered the highest bid 
ai£36m, were rejected on qual- 
ity gronnds.The winner, Chan- 
nel 5 Broadcasting, bid exactly 
the same as Virgin TV. The ITC 
awarded the licence to the high- 
est bidder it said passed the 
quality threshold. 


Accused ‘didn’t care about pensioners’ 


JOHN W1LLCOCK 

Financial Correspondent 

The three accused in the 
Maxwell trial “didn’t care fop; 
pence about the pensioners 
interests" when they pledged 
£22m worth of shares as secu- 
rity for a loan. 


claimed on the s«»ml dayothB 
final speech in the trod of Kevm 
Maxwell his brother, Ian, nd 
former Maxwell financial ad- 
viser LartyTxach^ 0 ^, 

Mr Suckling described as 
“laughable" Kevin’s evidence 
that he thought the shares m the 

Israeli company, Teva, belong 

to the Robert Maxwell Group. 


the Maxwell Trial 



Mr Suckling alleged Kevin 
knew quite well the shares re- 
ally belonged to the pension 
fund and that he had put them 
at dishonest risk by pledging 
them as seeing fix a knn in the 
days after his father’s death. 

By that time he knew the 
group was in a perilous finan- 
cial state and "that there was at 
leart the prospect of default and 
the shares being swallowed up 

and never coming back again 
must have been obvious". 

Mr S»rfding reminded the 
jury that, according to Kerin 
when he gave evidence, 14 wit- 
nesses from the Maxwell Group 

and from banks had not been 

opsgate Investment Manage- telling the truth. 
meat, which administered the “There is a story of a proud 
' ■ mother watching her son at a 

Scout troop meeting and tum- 


Day 107 


Kerin told the court thnt 7 in 
his last meeting with his fath er 
before his mystery death at 
sea, the tycoon told him that the 
ownership of the shares had 
been transferred from Bish- 


pension funds, to Robert 
Maxwell Group. 


ing to her neighbour and say- 
ing, Took at that, my son is the 
only one in step'” 

Mr Suckling asked tbe jury: 
“Is that the position here, or is 
the position you have not been 
tola the truth by Kevin Max- 
well? Vfe suggest he has not told 
you the truth and that he knew, 
knew quite well, what be was do- 
ing and that it was dishonest" 
The three accused deny con- 
spiracy to defraud the pension 
funds by misusing the Teva 
shares and dishonestly putting 
them at risk. 

Kerin alone denies a simil ar 
charge of conspiring with his 
late father to defraud the pen- 
sion funds tty mfcugifig £i00m 
worth of Scitex shares. 

The trial was adjourned un- 
til Friday. 


our Index Linked Account 
you'll stay ahead of inflation. 


Trying to beat inflation on your own will 
leave you and your savings exhausted. With 
the Britannia Index Linked Account you 
get a head start We pay 25% gross* over 
and above the headline Retail Price 
Index. Which means no matter what 
happens to inflation your savings look 
healthy. The minimum investment 
is £1,000. 

Call us now on our free phone number or 
hotfoot it down to your nearest Britannia 
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Courtaulds defies roller-coaster 


Courtaulds’ half-year figures were the 
ultimate curate's egg. with two divisions 
much better than analysis' forecasts and 
one considerably worse. Profit forecasts 
were spot on as*a result, but for all the 
wrong reasons, and changed expecta- 
tions wvre reflected in a 10 pur cent rise 


in the share price to 399p, reversing a 
dramatic slide ahead of the figures. 

The market had been expecting 3 
sharp fall from last year s pre-tax 
profits of £8Im. thanks' to the soaring 
cost of raw materials in the acrylics and 
viscose businesses, and the £b8m re- 
ported was at the low end of expecta- 
tions. Earnings per share slipped from 
15p to 1 Up and the well-covered div- 
idend rose only 3.6 per cent to 4_3p. 

TTie extent of the downturn in the 
problem businesses reflected a massive 
rise in the price of acrylonitrile and 
wood pulp and resulted in a slump in 
profits from £42m to £26m. 

But the City was pleasantly surprised 
by improved performances from coal- 
ings, sealants and polymers, where 
combined profits grew from £50m in 
the half to £6flm. 

It really is a wonder that Courtaulds 
made any profit at all from its fibres 
and chemicals division in the face of 
a jump in acrylonitrile prices from $700 
a tonne to S 1,800 and all the way back 
again within a year. Running any busi- 
ness in such volatile conditions is next 
to impossible, and BP Chemicals and 
other suppliers have done the indus- 
try no favours at all in pushing through 
such destabilising ©rations. 

But the good news is that acryloni- 
trile is bade at a sensible level and wood 
pulp has plainly peaked. It can take as 
much as six months for price changes 
to work their way through the manu- 
facturing system, but certainly by Lhe 
first half of next year thin© will be look- 
ing at lot easier. 

Other good news included buoyant 
sales of Courtaulds' new wonder-fibre. 
TeneeL a hit in Australia and Japan and 
set to make a mountain of profits for 
the company in the long term. 

The jump in Courtaulds’ share price 
yesterday underlined the difficulty 
the market has in valuing a company 
whose profits are so dependent on the 
vagaries of commodity markets, the 
fate of which is increasingly being de- 
termined in the boom cities of south- 
ern China. Such is the buying power 
of the Chinese that ov erdoing it even 
slightly in Shenzhen can send world 
prices soaring. 

Courtaulds is still a highly cyclical 
business, operating in relatively mature 


industries and should be rated ac- 
cordingly at a discount to the markcL 
On the basis of forecast profits of 
£lS0m in the year to March 1997. the 
shares stand on a prospective 
price/earnings ratio of 14. High 
enough. 


FKI victim of 
its own success 


New management brought in from 
BTR and GEC in 1992 to sort out the 
sprawling FKJ engineering group has 
been as good as its word. Three years 
down the line, the business has been 
focused on a few commanding niches 
and the promised near-doubling of 
margins to over 10 per cent is on track 
for this year. 

But FKI has become a victim of its 
own success. After more than quintu- 
pling in three years, the shares have 
fallen steadily from a high of 248p in 
March last year on doubts the recent 
spectacular record can be maintained. 

The strength of the group is con- 
firmed by yesterday's half-time re- 
sults. showing underlying profits 27 per 


cent ahead at £39.4m in the six months 
to September, ignoring the £12.4m loss 
on disposals last year. An interim div- 
idend raised 10 per cent to 22p reflects 
a similar rise in earnings. 

With little help from volumes, the 
margin story has continued in three of 
FKl’s four divisions, pushing the group 
return on sales from 9 to 103 per cent. 
The only dud in the half-year was the 
hardware division, whose Truth sub- 
sidiary dominates the US market for 
window stays and the like. The collapse 
in North American housing sales, no- 
tably in Canada, cut turnover and mar- 
gins, leaving operating profits down 
from £20 .8m to £ 18.5m. 

The company is cautiously pointing 
to the start of an upturn, but it is early 
days yet and analysts were shaving fore- 
casts for the group yesterday. Group 
profits of £85m would put the shares 
at 1593p, up 43p, on a forward rat- 
ing of 15. 

More important to sentiment will be 
whether FKJ can pull off another ac- 
quisition after raising expectations 
following its £137m cash call in June. 
The potential is enormous: Amdura, 
the US lifting tackle group picked up 
in March, has seen margins more than 
double to nearly 1 1 per cent in just five 


months of ownership. FKI was point- 
ing the market towards action in the 


An expensive day 
at the ball game 


Ear East yesterday, but nothing is ex- 
pected this year. The shares are likely 


to remain in the doldrums until a deal 
emerges. Hold. 


Salvation lies in 
Meyer’s hands 


Courtaulds : at a glance 
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Meyer International seems to have run 
into every catastrophe imaginable this 
year. Its leading position in UK tim- 
ber importing Iras failed to protect it 
from price falls of up to 20 per cent in 
softwoods since January, while the Jew- 
sons chain of wood and builders mer- 
chants has heen cruelly exposed to the 
moribund housing market. 

On top of all this, FonlMeyer, the 
group's mirror-image operation in 
Holland, has been hit by a 35 per cent 
drop in wood prices and a five-week 
builders' strike. 

However, Meyer has been warning 
of the problems for the past year and 
Lhe group has done well to hold the fall 
in halfway pre-tax profits to £73m. leav- 
ing £20. Ira for the six months to Sep- 
tember. With news that the interim 
dividend is being pegged at 43p, the 
shares responded with a 15p rise to 
378p yesterday. 

Meyer confirmed its September 
profits warning. Analysts are looking 
for something over £40m before ex- 
ceptional of £31m. putting the shares 
on a hefty forward p/e of 18. 

But there are sig ns that management 
is at last realising that salvation lies in 
its own hands. Action at Jewsons has 
already improved margins from a low 
of 4.6 per cent in the second half of last 
year to 5.9 per cent Now around £20m 
Is to be spent over the next nine 
months to improve the branches, fol- 
lowing on from the recent acquisition 
of 21 Builder’s Mate outlets from 
Wfckes. Meanwhile, stocks in the tim- 
ber importing operation have been re- 
duced to a 13-year low and Meyer's 
position strengthened with the acqui- 
sition of a similar business from Har- 
risons & Crosfield. 

The problem is these investments are 
being made against an unpromising 
background. There is little sign of any 
upturn in UK housing, and expecta- 
tions of a recovery in timber prices early 
next year are more of a hope than a 
forecast. The shares look high enough 
for now. 


Tom Clancy follows the exam- 
ple of our own Sting. He 
shows he has more money 
than he can keep his bands 
on by losing a fortune to a 
con man. The American au- 
thor of The Hum for Fed Oc- 
tober has been relieved of 
$1.6m by an alleged fraudster 
he met at a baseball game. 

US prosecutors claim that 
Richard Scott told the author 
that he could make his money 
earn 30 to 40 per cent by in- 
vesting it in equities. So im- 
pressed was Mr Clancy that 
he took his new financial ad- 
viser straight home and wrote 
him a cheque for 5400,000 (as 
you do). The rest came later. 

Mr Scott, the story goes, 
did not to simply vanish with 
the money. No, be apparently 
invested it in some specula- 
tive funds with Paine Webber, 
with much the same effect 

The experience is bound to 
prompt yet another novel on 
Wall Street and global finan- 
cial meltdown. Not that Mr 
Clancy is on his uppers. He 
has earned 528m in the last 
two years. 



Shark-infested waters; Sean Connery in 77ie Hunt for Red 
October, by baseball enthusiast Tom Clancy .. . 


Problems of a typically Ugan- 
dan nature appear to have 
blighted parts of the Forte 
empire. The hotelier has been 
forced to read the riot act to 
the management of 
Travelodge, the cheap and 
cheerful roadside inn opera- 
tion, after a startling jump in 
the room occupancy rates. 
When they hit 150 per cent it 
finall y dawned on the Forte 
people that the beds were be- 
ing used for something other 


pheasants. Thanks to the 
Granada bid he didn’t get a 
shot off. But Granada’s boss, 
Geny Robinson, got a shot in 
of his own. “I get Invited on 
pheasant shoots all the time.” 
he says. “I just can’t stand the 
idea of doing it.” 


than a good night's sleep. 

Such hanky-panky will 
probably remain beneath the 
dignity of Sir Rocco Forte, 
the group’s chairman, who 
started the day yesterday with 
the intention of shooting 


Cold comfort for John Major 
in the viewing figures for the 
party conference season, 
which have just landed on 
BBC desks. Tragically for the 
Conservatives, the Prime 
Minister did not top the rat- 
in©. Come to that he did not 
even come second, or third, 
or fourth. No. Mr Major’s 
keynote address in Blackpool 
on 13 October attracted only 
the fifth-Iargest audience. 

Tony Blair's speech to the 
Labour party conference on 


second-highest figure was 
achieved by Michael Hesel- 
tine on n breakfast phone-in 
the next day (discussing the 
Blair speech). The bronze 
medal also went to Mr Hesel- 
tine for his one-legged-man 
impersonation at the Tory 
conference and fourth place 
went to Brian Mawhiimey 
That left Mr Major trailing 
in fifth with 700.000 viewers. 


3 October topped the ratings 
with one million viewers. The 


Pulses race at marathon Maxwell trial as OJ Simpson's 
lawyer is spotted in the public gallery: Johnnie Cochran was 
invited to see how large-scale trials are handled over here by 
Smith Purnell, the company that provides a simultaneous 
compater transcript of the trial to the judge and barristers. 

During his flying visit Mr Cochran managed to squeeze in a 
quick cop of coffee with the Maxwell judge. Lord Justice 
Phillips, during one of the morning breaks. In camera, alas. 


A display of cowardice worthy 
of the firing squad from the 
directors of the National 
Grid. In the process of brief- 
ing the City on lhe nuts and 
bolts of their business, the 
richly remunerated bright 
sparks have suddenly devel- 
oped a yellow streak, on the 
question of their salaries. 

David Jones, group chief 
executive, and John Uttlcy, fi- 
nance director, are happy to 
talk personally about electric- 
ity. But at the first mention of 
pay packets an interrogator is 
whipped off to another room 
and locked in with a PR man 
- all of which is a bit odd giv- 
en that Mr Uttlev at leasfis 
giving his £60,000 windfall to 
chari tv. 
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A hammer to crack the work incentive nut 
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vJ intention of reducing the 
starting rate of tax to 15 or even 
10 per cent has generally been 
regarded in the City as an as- 
tute piece of political theatre 
designed to trump the lax card 
Kenneth Clarke is about to 
play. But the proposal could 
give Labour the perfect excuse 
to finance half the cost by a 
swipe at the corporate sector. 

New Labours fetching new 
pose as a low income lax party 
was intended to be provocative 
- and so it has turned out. An 
acrimonious war of words im- 
mediately broke out between 
Labour and the independent 
think-tank, the Institute for 
Fiscal Studies, over the relative 
merits of low tax bands and rais- 
ing allowances. 

Gordon Brown’s contention 
was that a lower starting rate of 
income tax would be fairer 
than raising allowances. If com- 
bined with benefit changes, it 
would also be more effective in 
helping low earners and the un- 
employed off welfare. 

If Labour were really serious 
about tiie fairness of the lax sys- 
tem, it would be pinning its 
colours to a cut in VAT which 
is a much more effective way of 


helping poorer households. It 
is a sign of the times that Gor- 
don Brown feels compelled to 
fight the Tories on their own 
chosen ground of income tax. 
But is his proposal the fairest 
way to cut income tax? 

The charts below compare 
two ways of spending £7bn on 
income tax reductions. The 
first pays for a cut in the start- 
ing rate from 20 to 10 per cent. 
The second pays for an in- 
crease in the tax-free allowance 
of £1,500, while adjusting the 
higher rate threshold of taxable 
income to ensure higher rate 
payers do not benefit dispro- 
portionately. 

The charts show that there is 
little in iL Both are certainly 
much fairer than using the 
same pot of cash to make a cut 
of almost 4p in the basic rate. 
But if you had to choose the two 
in terms of equity, you would 
plump for culling allowances, 
since every decile in the poor- 
est 50 per cent of the popula- 
tion does somewhat belter. 

Labour's case is no stronger 
when it comes to the question 
of work incentives. Here. Gor- 
don Brawn’s argument is that 
a 10 or 15 per cent starting band 
of tax would be more effective 



ECONOMIC VIEW 


PAUL WALLACE 


than lower allowances in mov- 
ing people off welfare into 
work, if combined with cuts in 
the rates at which means-test- 
ed benefits are withdrawn as 
welfare recipients earn money. 

At pnsent, for example, fam- 
ily credit is withdrawn at 70p in 
the pound and housing benefit 
at 65p in the pound. Since 
these withdrawal rates, called 
tapers, are applied to post-tax 
income, they can have the ef- 
fect of creating extraordinarily 
high marginal tax rates, leaving 
welfare recipients only 3p bet- 
ter off for every extra pound 
they earn. 

So what would happen if 
these withdrawal rates were 
reduced by 10 percentage 
points, taking the taper for 
family credit down to 60 per 
cent and that for housing ben- 
efit down to 55 per cent? 

A further analysis by the IFS 
showed that more unemployed 
households would find it more 


worthwhile to work if this were 
combined with increased al- 
lowances rather than with a 10 
per cent lower rate band. 

For low earners, it is benefit 
withdrawal rates rather than in- 
come tax rates that matter. A 
similar reduction in the tapers 
under the present tax system 


would leave welfare recipients 
with 7p in the pocket for an ex- 
tra pound of earned income. If 
the cut in the tapers were com- 
bined with a new 10 per cent 
starting rate of income tax, 
they would end up all of lp bet- 
ter off, with 8p in the pocket. 

According to the Depart- 
ment of Social Security such re- 
ductions in the tapers would 
cost £500m. That's a lot of 
money, but only a fraction of the 
estimated £7bn it would cost to 
replace the 20 per cent tax 
band with a 10 per cent lower 
rate. 


Distribution of gains from tai reductions 
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On any cost-benefit analysis, 
cutting the lower tax rate band 
is taking a hammer to crack the 
nut of work incentives. 

Even so, there is one way in 
which Labour could find about 
half the money for such a 
change - by exploiting the new 
rates to clobber the corporate 
sector. 

Consider the following se- 
quence of events. In the 1992 
Budget just before the election, 
Norman Lamont outsmarts the 
late John Smith by introducing 
the new 20 per cent band. A 
year later, tax-exempt pension 
funds get a very unwelcome 
Easter present - the reduction 
in their tax credit on advance 
corporation tax rate from 25 to 
20 per cent. 

A similar reduction in ACT 
from 20 to 10 per cent would 
raise almost £3bn. paying for al- 
most half the new lower rale of 
income tax. 

According to Paul Walton, 
equity analyst at Goldman 
Sachs, the effect of such a 
change on the market would be 
to slash share prices by 7 per 
cent Now there's a political un- 
certainty for the market to 
brood on in a week in which it 
hit a new all-time high. 
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for MAID volatility 


Long-term carer in 
£45m housing deal 
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The roller-coaster ride in 
MAJD’s shares continued yes- 
terday after the business infor- 
mation group raised $38. 4m in 
a US share issue. 

After opening at 269p. the 
shares jumped to 290p in early 
trading but closed 40p lower at 
25flp. Dealers blamed slagging 
by American investors, who 
picked up their shares at the 
equivalent of 242Jtp. 

Only a week ago. the shares 
touched 330p as investors piled 
into the stock on the bade of a 
potentially lucrative tie-up with 
Microsoft and the prospect of 
a Nasdaq listing that would 
bring the company a stock mar- 
ket quotation in its biggest mar- 
ket and where high-tech stocks 
are enjoying a massive bull run. 

Dan Wagner, chief execu- 
tive, said: “We have been great- 
ly encouraged by the strong 
share price performance since 
announcing our intended US 
public offenng. This has enabled 
lhe financing to be secured at 
a higher price than initially an- 
ticipated while still satisfying our 
goal of greater share liquidity 
and resulting in lower dilution 


for existing shareholders.” 
Shareholders who drove the 
price to its recent peak were 
badly wrong-footed by a Stock 
Exchange ruling that forbids a 
placing of shares at a discount 
of more than 10 per ceni to the 
prevailing market price. Having 
announced that it would raise 
US funds at the equivalent of 
240p. the placing could only go 
ahead if the shares fell to 265p. 
which they duly did. 

MAID said it would continue 
with the US offer despite this 
because it thought the potential 
investor interest in America 
would mean it could raise more 
money that way. even at a big 
discount, than by a rights issue 
to existing shareholders. 

The gyrations in MAID’s 
shares in the past week are the 
|atest chapter in a volatile ex- 
istence on the market since 
flotation in March 1994. when 
an attempt to value a company 
making just £600,000 profits at 
£130m was greeted with scep- 
ticism. In the end talk of float- 
ing at 150p a share was resolved 
with a placing at 1 1 Op. valuing 
the conipany at £S9m. The City 
was still not convinced and the 
shares drifted to a low of 43p in 
June 1994. 


NIC CtCUTTl 


Westminster Health Care, one 
of the largest providers of long- 
term care facilities in the UK. 
announced yesterday that it is 
jointly buying Ftaverel, a private 
sheltered housing manager, for 
£45. Sm. 

The deal, with Holiday Re- 
tirement Corporation, a US 
firm offering similar se (vices, in- 
volves both organisations pay- 
ing £6-5ra each in cash. The 
balance will he met by a £32J5m 
loan from Bank of Scotland, 

Westminster's new joint ven- 
ture comes as the insurance in- 
dustry positions itself for a 
massive £5bn a year boom in 
sales of long-term care insur- 
ance in the wake of new gov- 
ernment initiatives. 

The Chancellor, Kenneth 
Clarke, is believed to be ready 
to announce in the Budget next 
week that he is to scrap means 
tests for elderly people who 
need long-term care but still 
have assets of more than £8,000. 

In return, elderly people 
would be expected to take out 
insurance cover to fund the first 
three years of their care, 
whether residential or in their 
own homes. 


Industry estimates suggest 
the market for policies could 
grow from 15,000 sold each year 
to more than 500.000 by the end 
of the decade. 

Earlier proposals to give tax 
breaks for taking out cover are 
thought to have been aban- 
doned by ministers after warn- 
ings that such a measure might 
be seen as helping only the 
already well-off. 

Companies such as Peverel, 
which manages almost 500 shel- 
tered housing developments 
with 21.000 flats, arc also ex- 
pected to gain from the antici- 
pated growth in the numbers of 
elderly people in Britain. It 
owns the freehold of about 
15.000 flats. 

Peverel also operates a lead- 
ing “round the clock" emer- 
gency call response system 
known as Carcline. The system 
is already installed in 300 of Lhe 
managed developments, and 
Westminster Health Care hopes 
to expand iL within other sectors 
of the market. 

Pit Carter, chief executive of 
WHC, said: “We are delighted 
lo be able to acquire a 50 per 
cent share of the leading re- 


British Coal has sold its British Fuels businesses to a manage- 
in a deal worth around £60m. The management, bead- 
ed by David Port, hopes to take advantage of the deregulation 
of the gas market. Turnover was around £400m last year and the 
business employs more than 1,600. 


Miners sell out at Monktonhafl 


^wrley Minmg ts to buy the remaining shares of Monktonhali, 
[he Edinburgh colliery taken over by its miners in 1992. Wfcver- 
lcy took a 49 per cent stake last year and is now is buying out the 
158 miners who own the remainder. The deal values each min- 
er s holding at £10.000. the amount each invested in the buy-out. 


Proudfoot trading better in second half 1 


Proudfoot, the management consultancy group, issued a trading 
^l e ^ n ye f lerdayi " rcs P?i LSC to sharp falls in ils share price 
P 10 19p ’ to 24p by the close. 

Proudfoot said it knew no reason for the fall. Trading in the sec- 
ond half was better than in the first half, the company said. 


Wagon profits soar to £12.8m 


Profit at Wagon Industrial, the storage products and retail sys- 

terns prnim imTpncHrl hv n >„ ^ - ; « 


, , TT & Kiviuuwa uiiu icuiu >ya- 

mp. incased by 33 per cent lo £j 2.Sm in the six months 
to September. Borrowings were down from £ 13.5m lo £3.7m. Two 


business have been sold since the year for £6m. 

FDA warning dents Ferraris 


tircment management company 
in the UK". 


A warning^ from the US Food and Drugs Administration dented 
proms at Perrans group, the international products and services 
company last year. The warning to the group’s medical products 
division resulted in a four month ban on a]] exports of respira- 
tory products to the USA Profits fell from Elm to £648.000 in 
the year lo August. The group reported strong order books and 
confirmed its commitment to medical hardware. 
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SHftRE SPOTLIGHT 


Investors line up L&G as next takeover candidate 
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A 900p-a-share offer for the 
Legal & General Insurance sl- 
ant was the hot tip after (be 
stock market had absorbed 
lhe£3.1bn blockbuster Grana- 
da bid. 

Not surprisingly, the strike 
for Forte produced an array of 
rumours about likely bid can- 
didates with many bewhiskered 
old faithfuls forced back into 
the limelight. 

For a long while Forte was 
regarded as a prime bid target. 
But in the past few years the 
catering and hotel group 
seemed to lose its takeover ap- 
peal as it trimmed down to cut 
its debt mountain. 

Still, in a year that has seen 
a succession of mega-bids with 
some old favourites falling, 
the market anticipates much 
more corporate action. 

Rumours of a big insurance 
strike have strengthened in 
recent weeks with L&G and 
Royal Insurance the names pul 
forward. 


The L&G buzz was the 
dominant influence in late 
trading. The shares, up 13p a l 
695 p, are at a high and many 
believe, without a bid, are ex- 
pensive. L&G has £36bn of 
funds under management. Na- 
tional Westminster Bank has 
made no secret of its desire to 
build its investment manage- 
ment side and is regarded as 
a possible bidder. 

A continental strike is also 
rumoured. Allianz, the Ger- 
man insurer that bid unsuc- 
cessfully for Eagle Star a 
decade ago, could be interest- 
ed and there is even talk of a 
German bank, perhaps 
Deutsche Bank; moving in. 

Royal rose 12p to 386p and 
Commercial Unioa 9p to 635p. 
Prudential gained 6.5p to 
430p. Banks, helped along by 
the Whitehall clearance of 
Lloyds Bank's offer for TSB, 
were again in demand, with 
talk of bids and deals captur- 
ing the imagination. 
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Lloyds jumped 21J5p to 
871p and TSB 7p to 415p. 
NatWest, negotiating the sale 
of its US banking arm, put on 
5-5p to 692p. 

Standard Chartered, the 
sector’s Current takeover 
favourite, gained 20p to 572p 
and Bank of Scotland 6 p to 
272p. Abbey National ad- 
vanced 19.5p to 62 lp and Bar- 
clays 17p to 810p. 

The day’s star performer 
was, not surprisingly, Forte 
which surged 72J5p to 3475p. 
Its satellite companies. Alpha 
Airports and Savoy Hotel, 
joined in the fun. Alpha rose 
13p to 114p and Savoy came to 
life with the ‘A* shares up 142p 
to l,025p on the possibility of 


independence. The high-voting 
‘B’ shares were unchanged at 
l,80Qp. 

Most leisure groups drew 
strength from the bid. Brewers 
with hotel interests firmed; 
Bass was up 4p to 686 p and 
Vanx7p to2S9p: Ladbroke, at 
one time thought to be Grana- 
da's target, ended Up higher 
at 1385p after touching 148p. 

Pearson and 'torkshire-Tpiie 
Tfees Ifelerisiou, two companies 
thought to have been in 
Granada's sights, fell with 
Pearson off lip at 648p and 
Yorkshire 16pto 612p. Grana- 
da fell 48p to 649p. 

The takeover excitement 
gave the FT-SE 100 index an- 
other record-breaking day. It 


jumped 2SJ points to 3,632.4 
with another trading peak in 
New York also helping. senti- 
ment 

Vodafone, the mobile tele-, 
phone group, had a torrid 
time with American investors, 
wtrahadmorethan40percem 
of the group at the last count, 
said to be keen sellers. With 
Seaq putting volume at 56-5 
million shares the price col- 
lapsed 23p to 2l6p. 

It seems many of. Voda- 
fone’s hitherto loyal US fol- 
lowers were unsettled by the 
cautious tra ding statement, 
pointing to tighter margins. 
MAD), with its US offering 
completed at 242L5p, touched 
290p, closing at 250p. 

Cable & Wireless, seen as 
the most vulnerable bine chip 
to a hostile takeover strike fol- 
lowing the boardroom depar- 
tures, gained 37p to a year’s 
high of 466p. 

National Grid, in its when- 
issued form, traded up to 237p 


with volumeput at 22.1 million 
shares. . Hie price dosed at 

Gnhmess remained under 
the weather; although LVMH 
denied it intended to cut its 20 
per cent- shareholding. The 
shares lost 9p to 458p. 

Courts olds, the chemical 


^tefe^an^pected 
figures, but Incbeape tumbled 
another 12j5p -tO 255.50, a 
year’s low. Fears it will be 
forced to cut its dividend are 
growing «nd sentiment was 
also ruffled by the latest down- 
grading, with NatWest Securi- 
ties lowering £10m to £140m. 
BUODsdown Holdings, the food 
group, slipped 2 p to Zftipas the 

market became aware of a 

possible downgrading from 
Barclays de Zoete Wedd. 

OpeC’s decision to roll over 
the 24.52 million barrels a day 
production ceiling sent Shell to 
SOlp, up 8 p, and British Pe- 
troleum to 506 -5p, also up 8 p- 


0 Developments are thought 

to be under way at Jarvis, the 
^nee-ailing budding and con- 
struction group where new 
management, led by Paris 
Moayidi, has moved in. The 
shares rose lp to 222 Sp, 
valuing the group at £9ro. 

The price has moved between 
9p and 29p this yean 
After three years of losses 
Jarvis turned a near-£3m 
deficit into a £ 1<$,000 profit 
in the first six months of this 
year and stronger progress is 
fibejy In the second six 
months. 

The group is thought to be 
about to appoint new stock- 
brokers and expansion moves 
frill follow 

□ Telecom Credit Europe, 
one of the earlier arrivals on 
the Alternative Investment 
Market, is rumoured to be set 
for corporate action. The 
shares rose 3p to 46p; they 
have been as high as 53p. 
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THE INDEPENDENT INDEX 
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For assistance, call oar betpUnc 071 873 4375 (9.30am - 5 JOpm). 
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Start Vann 

Sort VrtOM 

Start Vann 

Start Vortm 

VOdZtaa 56000 

Fcito ' 47000 

Crttoiwk* 'ss.ib® 

Uh 3BJM0 

Ganra ' 18000 

TSB 15000 

BT T30OO 

88018' 12000 

H00tn - «.w 

OmlBBGl 9.JTO 

hjoVHrim Bjno 

BP 8000 

BIB 5700 

lartnto asm 

BATM6 7000 

toetopa 7.700 

Tara 7000 

BrtrtGn 7000 

CaataHi 6009 

Rotinna 5500 


FT-SE 100 INDEX HOUR BY HOUR 


Opm 3828.0 up 23L0 

09.00 3828.5 up 24.4 

10.00 3621 j 6 up 17.5 


11 JN 3818.0 Up i3M 
12JI0 3623.9 Up 19.8 
13.00 3625^ up 21.1 


14JD0 3624^3 up 2fL2 
1SM)382S3iJp212 
16-00 3630.4 ip 26.3 
Close 3632.4 up 28.3 


37 SBtaBin 1 

to soashra ns 
40 tfifera 6* 
a n - 96 

1» TcnEtaW 137 
85 TotaCoea 03 
79 TWadPk 07 


« 


u-opara* ^ 

203 

_ 205 

lOy 88% 


ntatta wpccta 

*2 .70 . , - 

IS M0 4S46 
43 70 4081 
04 49.1 3291 
41 360 09* 
40 142 4204 
43 4E8B 
• 64 2704 
5S 108 4S4B 
70 1 72 4433 
*8 180 *494 
• 4441 


♦1 


RETAILERS, FOOD 

S3? 

Boto Bra 
MOM 


«• 24% 
111 84% 

TIB 495 
2 ZT 
18 11% 
Brt 49 
395 307 

a 2 

119 2 

200 109 

1283 1049 
70S -142 
10 7 

732 Ell 
is* no 
ift w 
in a 
<» is 

KB 83 
W5 HU 
*70% 32% 
330 22 
12 12 
919 399 


DtoFH 

Frank 


ass 


(tags* 

todotofz 

Mx* tWO 

KatfttaM 

HAW 

HaaxMFir 

MBtotaW 

NwtoABck 

RMFoeril 

(UrVhtmai 

SOMtof 

TOOCD 


393 *1 5.1 

96H - 20 

an ms, ia 

a -% 44 

16% -%40 

Brt .1% 70 
307 - 11 

W - 64 
un - 2.0 
117 to 07 
1M4 . 20 

40 


HtotaCP 


ta* *( 

7 -I 

906 -W 40 
08 -80 
1ft rt - 

143 . 1.1 

in -C 52 
00 • 40 

130 -a 29 
375 tol 40 
22 Ml 40 
138 to 40 
£06 - 18 


120 10*3 
152 1090 
302 1906 
31.1 1739 
210 2291 
70 
150 9010 
212 1431 
1*4 1425 
<U 2090 
160 2774, 
05 2BM 
21 *392 
HU 3112 
1SS 3207 
108 3512 
140 3422 
170 36*0 
159 
180 *12 
124 3B0* 
190 4197 
150 50*1 
170 4*45 


RETAILERS, GENERAL 


72% 21 
8*4 W7 




rt 8.1 104 1 
- 30 180 i 

130 tol 40 257 

tradlta 434% ♦% 51 200 ( 
438 * 3J 1*0 ; 


0 

33Q 


30 

151 

nno 

iQ 

m 


05 

453 

ttU 


IKS 



2U 

325? 

a* 

Kfl 

•1 

40 


2153 



- 



VC7 

■ 

■art 

J 

10 

- 


era 

253 

-9 

35 

84.7 

SN 


SUPPORT SERVICES 

w «a *ot 



Lav 

287% 130% 
201 238 

138 JO 
17% 11% 
S20 390 

B8B 233 
189 88 

1*9 03 

220 167 

53 35 

BB IH 
BO 170 
21 % 11 % 
235 348 

a 49 


MMAffB 


Mm Ota Vld HE I 

203 1 10 214 

25* • *1 130 

135 


amrar 


19 

520 

878 

179 

130 


Tin 




-40 


1.1 240 
10 396 
10 

1* HL7 

80 100 
60 


40 
710 
27? 

tlttort It 

WoB to llmd 247 * *2 11.7 

45 • 20 360 


2068 

5017 

•COB 

4033 

4100 

•878 

*157 

39M 

2523 

4432 

SOM 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


419% -369 BT 
479 360% C*M AN* 
139 raft HKTaiMBn 
3ft 2*tekTOEX 
TO 1475 Sacvfcor 
1130 m SaeakBA 
qs* 7a Saajny Son 
119 147 MM 
961 177% vatoboa 


904 <3% 62 120 IKS 

489 <07 29 197 2KB 
109 49 41 - *93 

£32te 4*%Z • *7m 

1GBB - 00 372 3970 
936 -S3 BS 209 3B00 
8 03 -17 09 213 MG 
161 5 

S3 . 2.1 JSL3 255 


2M 


TEXTILES & APPAREL 


m AMBtoBB 
119 A toto to iw 
213 AMTara 
187 BaHIMil 
a Beaman 4 
172 aritara 
111 Briqpori-Oi 
1% Brin 
65 ChotraiRfB 
281 QtoBiBX 
MS CosBVhnla 

ao couataTn 



216 rfcUTQP 
15 Hcriorr 
171 taraHW 
377 JaraSM 
iiB LnaeaiHMi 
219 UnMHipI 
3*1 LoodlOD 



90 

*5 3H« 46 

13 StongBFtrix 18 «e 
1# wtara 20 » 
114 Urito(Fta60 104 u-1 


327 2*4 YWtata 

TOBACCO 

SOB 405 BATH 

TRANSPORT 


79 

327 


4 A 14.7 190B 
40 180 1564 
19 T3J 1568 
57 149 1733 
53 1790 

85 108 1917 
£5 182 1990 
■ MU 
is* an «5 

39 144 2BB2 
62 It 7 317a 

40 12.1 5305 

14 - 2T0 

2.1 1U 0*3 
SB 70 23H 
30 80 2081 


2.7 110 ais 

60 141 2632 

16 80 2691 

30 3801 

20 450 2996 
MO 70 2866 

24 180 2694 
45 2806 

40 64 3019 
10 I5jB 3057 

63 105 312« 

85 90 313 
32 130 3147 
00 85 3ia 
05 - 3169 

- 127 3227 
3238 

12 130 3296 

64 - 3304 

39 70 39M 
95 194 1917 

13 - 3669 

85 170 3738 
94 ?0 ai; 
9.1 150 3820 

17 130 4783 
44 7B 4011 
7J 245 4030 
5J 60 4HB 
79 19.1 4128 

140 2«J 4SB2 
60 93 4300 
35 155 450 
20 110 4590 


SR **M 49 112 1717 



12 

277 1£9 

2*1 18* 

110 78 IN Tim 

713 410 TttraSB 


WATER 

803 4*3 M«tai GB1 mT 60 

1193 1020 BBBAWlr 11B - 16 


•2 32 


63 75 r tarty . ft £»% rt*2 

670 460 OtoBCBBrA 660 


803 W Cheoto-X 


- 4 <5 40 

B 548 V? 44 

0 44 

SOMV 473 to 45 

iso rut*# sas - ai 

29B taHCtaHtai 366 • 44 

467% MxtlWM 8CB 0414 SJ 

070 K u ra UN Mfl 30 

475 Snam Tm 667 *8 88 

loss &x« Sab 220S - ao 

•so souHwra as. <b a? 

731 517 Satan 891* »W 40 

499 TtaMB 870 X410 05 

M2V Vm TO »2 73 

art MM 3B3 *7 4.7 

877% *72 YWMta cCT +4 5.7 

as aa .ranunra jso - ns 

330 303 YBkWMBA 3» • 40 

RIGHTS ISSUES 

Me* a 

>10X1 


&0 5403 
130 1050 
B0 
04 

97 1848 
90 1661 
120 4171 

ao 

t&4 

87 43» 
64 602 
U 5*1? 
«1 5432 
112 JOBS 
*1 5452 
aa 64*2 
70 9462 
M 5472 
aa 5483 
97 5*93 
100 3319 
110 



NMiunVrtn , 
IIIWtWM 
MAM MM 
srAHPe 


n 




' r ~f •• • " 


'A bs 1 .->: 


I 


■ r- 


K' 


tir' 






is ml 










%SF maR 3S 

IKBriaffri^K J|5 «* <*£2 

tft *■«» p,*, Sk m£ «** 

(U^rtBfnWtPW 0 mm *S 0 •jg 

fcW* ^53 S 0 S 6 737 

.«KS8 *" 


JIjmiUko" -- 

gyp *87 *0“ 

^S£h!W ,<6 * ,,1 ( ^l «« 2* ; 

Army inaTW ^ «mJ 2W • I 

tran «am ?bS BU*« ■£“ . 


w"™ i_ ibffl bow 
«* **** 
isaas-w 

aimndTruiW — - 

UcW 

MMK 
KointiO 


lliiliwi ■ ■— - 

Mdocxi no* 1 ® 
Oitnkam 

w ww , ML 

Co»t5ew«B^ 

mwi ji iw^TWw* 

wmjm csaa^ 

turopaa^y* 

ra*™***’* 

Japan 

pactfc 

s«s d, *2S, 

Cnjrfrfinww 

CcrwOG* 

Omaapc*^ 

jn8sn«««cw 

flrwmr* _ 

Miantcei 

O^aaE*™^* 


aas <®£ 

JgS SB0*® 

ss s § 

i sss 

g£ 3W *» 

£3 8 

£J 35 3; 

?S tfwjtiSSuE 
* ® “ S^a 

«s zj 2 £ <n®l «*«!.— 


p^teOD 

Si fflfi ~iZ> ' GWrtiimeone 

SJ S3 mg; M»I»* ■ _ 

2 S. PflO t ww«wrf ►* 

S?, a£j (KOI • WCa pMI * W * 

g§£ $£7 m* | LBhAaman 


IS" jg H'hSI ®* M ffil 

^TT a *1 |«S~ £s: fe 

■ in ite-U s tel 

9fi ™ ^Is^SSgttlfSSSi 1 ** | Rwtof*n 

USSS" *» *s 


9 3 

|| 

“w** 

wfial 

ss *g - si 

1555 *£ S 
S3 *££ 

S as si 

a SS ml 

w£ W“ «: 
iiaujo «2“ J2, 

»gg 

SH 15®iW. 

*52J *£» -ax 1 *9GSLu, 

^ jg g lS5SSS5» T 

as n srsfa- 

S3I» 2*“ JSwifMMW* 

su® »« Jo! BS83L 
on i wdfc ? B ^tewc SSI SS 2Si 0ip 
83 g ISSliSSS: §g «g« 3 g« 

“" =1 sastss « Is s' ass” 


a***n<P»**l 

c££5*** 


asuX»Q 

awesP™^., iVEEOQ 

Haas wnapo^j DB«S> 

aptawV*) sraosaw 

sssu ^ 


22300 

— . flMOO 

sag? - s 
saa.^ . oS 

7«TO£»«j I 


-cm w« 

8B5.. JS ^ “' 

WMWM ttot g. Sso a*ao 

i «ye2s* M» W* “* 

s 3 Si “ 

•Moa mn 


&& 


B» PM <W» 

MB3 «“ S 
■lean *223 

m oaa efitti uRsiBiw 

® waiSMBf - si * j SSSr 

jbs^u>*£ »» *i B5-w— a ss*; ss™„ 

aSS^w: ^ MX W, w o . — S 3 2 »s 102 t-wcawag 

owl. . gS *« I K- S® 89 * ??1 1 IBM*.. 


aSSMtf 
iSS 

SSSwEq* 

■ W AWMltl 


ra£ ram <Bj& 
flffl «» 
rSS <JJ 5* *B3 

SS mj « 

*ff *5 5S 

«3 !K 2S 


■ 38?. 


83 zSS S 

flS <BS 

si «s @ 

*SSd SS <»89 
r, «za ood 

“ss^ 3 


wwHiMntwr 
■»«— 
iJraSffiMM 

H1PUK mS 


ns s ““Hi “am ™1*T«»*3SS 

® «* *1 ass- B ss^ s§»»sssr isssa 

■s , rs“"°‘ s ® »! s a las wr“TL“ “ Z waf 

sai^ssas*”'*® a i as. 

MA «» i MdtaW 'So *40»«tt«< airt>EO 

icvt affl v Htfity” j*jn am ■ I tatow^u 


we** ggn sza „ 

wrr 5^5 Tax 5 J' 

"*■" •° fl * 

WnOtw 

“ 3S S BfSSSSB 

SGEf 


Su ms DM 

SS5 S m 

“U* 1**H8 a* 

-OlM _ __, 

«sa «? 5S 


2 P 8 JC 2 EH) dj* HSPl»cao<rt> S» HW 3 

^SO 3«o 5^B»Sa *g Z » 

tAJD OS® « BM »“ HB 

— rn *'33 ,u, «a7i o* «gg5S ss «•«» 

^ SS « g -fesr 0 " « “ “ 

5 w 25 KSm 


KWwSrtCw 

0G Blill HOT 

PiSsr** 0 * 

W*W 30M 


am doi . | ton*® 

»» 583* <M MOMW* 

«0» «*» 1 *■» 

« MnAiiwtcai 


s« *£. wii>bo«*2 
Sffwilhaffl 7073 75 “ I WIMWS 

r’y or-"" 1 " 1 SwH& 

ifeg?Tnni ®Hs s 

«« « apSw »S 35 8S asss."“ 
S ffi SS JSSSSi as ™ ' 

sS «g» ^1 •*23‘£?* 

»s s? y*su 


OM 08 
m, PS3 rn 
ffll «* “ 

Sa B7S ^ 

fflB «3 SS 
«! aa S 
5* msa og 
^ a*M BTO 
MU 034 SS 

3 KL 

■JiTg *095 **5 
fltf OMS 2S 


iKbS-Co* ^ ttaaB 

UK NW>» BB 33 

wrt» TfiSfl 4BS0 

«* KUO ®» 

■SS512J w* 4 SS 

Exop *** 1 «32 0133 

« _ ^ Bi«8 

gg* ezsa nffl 

WMKMrcyM - d8« 

JcaMlC* 0893 

vcsnwro* »»“ non 

IMIW* 0*35 

I a w**- sua 5*s» 

*W** ffl» 1071 

EmpTW 0 S *9 

ife— IS® 

SSlUKom 


- — VS BJ3S 23“ 

fweS ot ® «£ 

tna tflflQ 1BD 

Syn X m 

Hrtfljd TOO »» 1K> 

sHi£ESi« S 3 

!52S553SS«e *“ S iS 

W'“ £g » 

~l** ioS ■'i n? H* 

•« ^5 ME 1“> 

^ dSBO 
?» SW W 
.1*1 


ffiseg 


HSesstb ^ gs 

2?sissr is ■ 


SEJSmc ® 

[ 8 SSS?S- , -‘ ,,,l SS 

jAccoff U**ft 


"S5 

MS3 Qb 

«? S - 
S? 0** 



*na 

SS3 5M* « 

^ s s 

“SS ss 
4805 

A2Z3 t®e 

Sa Su o® 

oS w* ; 

jg ts tg. 

rtT *»* 

«3 »“ 

?b 2S « 



KSTuntadPag U _ 

i Hfo Financial Futures 

w,i - rr^ZlZT wowuu 


js a S2S5« 2“ g * 

1 1 1 Sfer s s s 

|aa@ Si? ^ a 


[Certtra® 


(w “s, i 

5£ 3 

S3 £2 


«RK*e^^_ ^ S2J* 1*3 , W WMM, . ,y* | MnAiUrtai 

eGi^^cas ™ 67U2 —l r*flfc 

jw" ft mo ao7 U23i . oAtaU joooo nun tz> aw»* 

tbmOfU TS 1 OMlFilKl I taonil] 

bSSbmomwmum*^ 3 «gb o*i i BaojrwM; 

tSa a*! GB8FW* 

™ 2n7 09* i UBanfl. ._ 

wwMCmM 1 momSmu* 

EnatWl^ M - -02 (&S 2» . H^ 'noa? 

c^^OUngilOnBrti njtf, M5 WOOB^M 

^ «n «» M WEaj M 

.^rlRmilMaM . EuawW 


ss s a ss^ 
£s ffissr 1 

, VnauUM 

*»*» %£ M 

VM JE30 UJ* 

*w SS 


IH 881 1 11 San- 

g^S SO 083 I BMPMB 

:a55SeMU5,«« ,, ^ J mo » S2£°°“ 

rfe“M 8 «S m\ 


UmflCa 
Gaonon Bona 
J.&Bond 

MeW 

gMSMAiO 



EH*J 


KPV bfl 
tmpmnwtim 

O^lCcMfW 

lAMMrtiGKiVlt 



dflOB MU** (**»» gy 

270S 3*“ S?! 

SUP **0 1 avond SS 

*- I aMWiMW n&7B wo 

^ t»* « tMiwy *o* ™ 

«« S as -J5 


mqv fQ9 uu — 

MB U* I fa**.**”™ 9631 «33 ** 

-m J£E [ BJ 23 *** 

^ SI yygiP* m .u* 

SK ^iS I o*e ^SlScSS* wff uS o® 

JSs s Sssss?^ ffl *® ®“ 

Wi l Sffy kM,M ^«f 2133 *J» 

/WMbUT iJS «D7 «* 

faroeai 34 B ®68 

HtfiKon *5 3731 «« 

Bdn mm 1*488 253 

MW 0» 1 Sw OM*** 3 *B 4050 t»» 

S S» 1 NO*<WW MO W 9 * 5S 

S S SSSSi 88* »2«s 

£S? i« UCkcona . 


3 UBW* 

3 V Bromar* 


SS W tgl 
*83 5R5 Si cS SS a y . 


uS 4M ja 

OB) 4022 «® 


*S ^S2 M 1 

ewo 


S »* I 

^108 E*w BIOS O® 

PutneEwm ^ 0230 un 

“SS-WS 1 

- ' ™®2iS ^ *5® '2™ 

Qm Prone**** ZTm 5032 dl» 

SwuMg ** <°S 

a** 0 ®*?*. S5 2820 <D^ 

D*tjunon*« *"** mn 


Januarv 

Fefcnauy 

M8Rti 


Bffl |BMW -rr. 

tz&sxs** @ ®S S£ 


SOB 

400 

Spacaisa J^ 5 

aalW i-Wa 

SSS«-n« Jg 

AW** «6 

^gS5? S5 

SS^mS<“ 33 

tS~s&mWc “* 


aco wtow " 

U 756 t 5 «» *S 

wwiwK m» i*» 2fi 

*35 *m 8 iMo 

i*<aoy*y* cc ^ tasf “® 

fcS, 8880 UMO 

own^g 1 !"*” iSS ns* 7 2i* 

awfl »SU 22 

SSB1S£. H tsB 

asasss-g s s 
sssss gas 

WW*y. jS SB* *» 


japana^ 1 "*• 

S»fOWW 

JxBnStMeSo 

3»T»cnA« 
Ur*»T»cn** 
WnrtgU;. 


LEUKMMf « 

Scwni y™ 

fg?L 

CortWtU" 

Ecdsm 

BropiWOra** 

EjjmptStMa 
6**^ _ n 
GemWiay 
gaU Ban), 

OotelC***' 

jaan&artti 

XtanStnm 

SiTw* 

Pon** 1 . 

IW*** 

sdxaw raga 

2^. ss tf S 


no iso 

1*85 BM 
& 4 W W 3 ® 

8 <« 

§ S “ 

M8 «» 

EK» n * 

088 j«5 *2S 

w* 

UAJ B77 

JS «<a 

ao ■« 

29U 2729 

BK W6 - 
lS 9179 92 * 

»B (BS “ 


aw 

5B4H 3«» 0 _ 

DBS is* “5 
com wsa n* 

H ®s 

^ ^ a£ 

’SS w 

son 8W! w 
n« «® K 

"SS ^ ^ 
1 

^ ^5S n 
tun 5 

BMW 8 
FTM 0 

SS SS a 

^ 1 
8171 140 

in*" » 1240 dl® 

T^BSiUeW SS 0321 91® 

UWKM11 SS TUB 4» 

w lisjj y Sw »« a 

95*22 on w !? 


DoW»»} 
IKG»«W( 

Do(*OT*nl 

SoWmOw 

DolACOf*) 

S^Gmrti 
PatAC MM . 
moeSMKK 
DoiAooni 

n^a'naj 

S»i«: 

m 

IttlflKlW* 1 
OVI AfZ3jn4 


WW* 1 

oSS^ta. 

c ou*Sm!»«s aaa « g jg 

S?£* *S 33.$ 

J^^UndWygff^aMO 179 

cSSoC* 0 * % «£ 

DoQtnAW** n «7 -019 0 J 5 

OsWOMwDnl -«,o «&7 JK 

wM'ffiww ato 4* £0 ®£ 
OoQ«*J»*$y* a OTfl 308 2“ 
OsG^HW* ^rj) «U MO 

MBOM -*- 


S5S ss 


Eun yJKi 

£3!V£? 

f^xunn UnO) 

SnaiarW 

(AtxursUm 

SSSnl we _ 

Kan 8 CW* 



-99 


Hiah/LOW 
for day 

«un tOS 

TO* »g 

12287 

«y>na tJ 321 

«S 93rM 


SotMmwtt 
prt* 
war 

0772 
■0207 
«3*f7 
0347 
0370 
9926 
0800 
9662 
9850 
04* 

0801 
30440 
30700 
0951 

1^ — ~ 

Liffe FT-SE Ind^Oplion 

Series < 

December 


WD 2“ 

8832 ®» 

9439 U® 

9434 

oAQI 9789 

aSuD *090 


BSSZ 


8945 




i 




l. * r* ' '* 


_ 35 S? S?i So 

ttt/tr ™s° 

,30/38 t»55 ™ra 

S -» 

•176/84 W/W_ «22L 


"cSTStfl 

3700 Wa4/vott| 

22/83 
51/103 
77/IB 
84/133 


• A-r 


tr^ 

Co mmodities 

nMsusraw.at^- 1 "'*" 

Iswii* 

i No H® 

Mi 

Copp« A 


ymi&Sw 

Cttfc 3«*» 

«B ISS 

7atzr 

B5«W0 WMO 

B43X6 WW® 

«335-W345 1057-58 

^ H)n 


« 


IMS 


ISCS***« **® 

564335 1 5 G 0 

32540 + 

- S 

1773/5 

' 30 

■BJ5HJ - , 30 

1 681250 • 8 

W<®SS£M*« 

I — ■Tu— 4^**1 M.^nP» 


2SS Knifltaw» 
128 Son 
05 

30 MspMVari 



„_j_. pamon 

s* „ “ an™ ICE M«e /m «W 

■ ?? - s: St 

Cl® ** M6 “ 

a m 97 ** 

Bmt Com 

ICE CWW C 80 T# 

1705 » ®S n*. 

B 90 Jan OT® 
fc» 1 *» «® 

1728 VOL V 6 “*r 


QtetoiW 

HkB 8** 

Sswzaa 3!5M 

8322562335 
33375-39125 333M 

«*«i41saor" 


«55 


SS as « 

san IP 
b&oo w® J£ 

122M ew *2 

■ss s 

a a 3 

as \^r 

^ ^^1 8S5ST* 

©sea 2® I yto^uaa 

£T <5 SKS -WO I SShFindai 

S£ om» 252 
“si!. ml 


~ HW «2S »tar 

£ !£ *2, C& 

I * M* * ^ ^ 

MaSootf BmSS* **?* 

JX o«m a« 2* 

JS afl» ^ 

[5ff 1809 * " "" 

OBiwSoastfBriwBa^l 
no/ Mabt{*a** JWJJ 

sr Sb ^ M _ 

£ ** £3? S5 iw* 

< wmm ' ^ PTWh ““ 1 

* -s isrsE a 2- 


* 

,myn|irr4gi»ai> ^Wl 



P* SOpt *„ m 

noWDbc Gocomi* m 
F4WUM SudtawMe 

Dm Bnpw«iC« 

Nor4)«: GnanMO I 


FUBOha »“ 

«W* ®® 

Vtarra 6«0 

FUttta ^ 

Ertoma 


pradtuttl {BtawMJ 

(OB flpaCFNBrtittWBaW* 1 
«6 UB»wlSase#w * , '®1 

1760 ItafttB 

■0E& , 

050 IM»yPw<QI 87-69 ' 


COM 1 KMMTV INDICES 

♦SmSc** b««M4 


^ m\ \SSE?Sj« 

0671 mn wwwSGnwnn 

27B »S 1 l*C'S4* Urt0 * 

iS «“ *El Hawm 
«« *5S « 1 


wo-w 

flU-W 

1877-100 

10W-1O0 

era-« 


was 

27028 

0190 


Wfi| we* ^ 

«w 

45® 5S S 

ta«i 48® » 

*06 


■035 
442 
■037 

«* +0W 

18278 IS 

SSi.wu era-™ 49109 m 

wosawdwft ggjr 


4-SpA 00=31- ****** ^ 

Zl «« «vm +361 1®1 +£» 


•*i ' 


«0» 

31801 




2OT3 

«an 

*8331 


*enn +«« ■»— 

VGriOnmS** 1 * 0 * IQoMMdauai-^. 


mourn smet CP ■<«■» ■ — — 

100 L argest Insurance FUnds 

r — — ~ m m ote sw» 


w »** d.. 

Iiga IftwQid. Be— 

WGMwwrlWan! 



,SSsu 3 

iy i 

■SgSwSfa.^.^ 

|aAtja«iew>o« 1h ' a 


SS*«msw»» 


H @ m 
«®S M4 

^ aS 

a® J£S « 

g S I 

•sno IS 


602 

n^- i 



{ssas-nudB. 

saag» 

SSB5S£*k 4S 4W8 55Sa i Ag g ^' 

3 S qai (MBoeULttinwrlSs 

tey . -os g; gs53rS&*°“ 

U-Wfl— *17 a 

S^sasr 
jigger 


SSo SH 

3 SS a 


I^S*ss* 1 

laMgeg 1 §g 

iisss* 


a 

sa a 

S £ HI 

S?5nii» Em »*l JSSK-^ 

SJwaBSOMwW »* SBC «« i k»l*G«a*rf 

a 

9 ss g 
ggsas^ fe as 5 

6 ™**’' a© aw odo 

SS «S SS 

Q»«S^" Sae 5172 g® 

jswGra® box 308 

tSwwG** gg, MS 

Saan^i* S?, X® *g 

nM&n&aM* fgS »» g£ 

HAWBin. *2* 445? M* 

WM1*« 


Z» 

w 


SSSSs I 

“lffl&i 


S949 


i J SSSS? « 



-JKSSSBrsi 

SS&- 



sagMrig g 


^ sssage-r 

W ^S2S£a3 


so? 27TS 6222 w-Sriff an 

_ g-« C£& *S “ 

a»M* ss exirsui g ^ 


S5»s: 


38*6 aS 

SSs- 1 i 
srsV" S ss 

asaasS^ ” « J 




"X'V 

\« 


INDEPENDENT • THURSDAY 23 NOVEMBER 1D95 


•j>\ i* V'PjS I 




*• 1: c'j 




Harding in line for One Man show 


Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 


Richard Dunwoody will partner 
MenyGaleat Punehestown this 
weekend, ensuring there will be 
a merry jockey in Britain over 
the next few days. 

The champion jockey's dec- 
laration yesterday that he is to 
maintain links with Jim 
Dreaper’s gelding means the 
ride on One Man, the favourite 
for Saturday's Hennessy Gold 
Cup at Newbury, remains at the 
top of the situations vacant. 

Gordon Richards, One 


Man's trainer, yesterday peeled 
off a succession of riders he was 
considering for his grey fol- 
lowing the injury to his stable 
jockey, Tom- Dobbin. Graham 
McCourt, Lorcan Wyer. Peter 
Niven and Jamie Raihou were 
on the list, but it appears that 
one of the weighing room's 
youngbloods may be favourite. 

The Penrith trainer rather 
likes the idea of Brian Harding, 
his Cork-bora conditional jock- 
ey, taking the mount. Harding 
has a chance to put neon 
around his chances ihk after- 
noon when he partners three 
horses for Richards at Carlisle. 


The 23-year-old jockey, who 
has ridden 35 winners and who 
is just three months younger 
than Dobbin, popped One Man 
over three fences yesterday, a 
continuation of the impressive 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP; Reve En Rose 
(Taunton 3 jOO) 

NB: The Black Monk 
(Taunton 330) 

vaulting the seven-year-old has 
produced since returning to 
training. He has jumped 60 ob- 
stacles without blemish. “He's 


done everything right since we 
had him back and he’s jumped 
three fences again this morning, 
so there is nothing wrong with 
him." Richards said. 

One Man's fencing, howev- 
er, is a subject for some dis- 
cussion. For a horse who is 13-8 
for one of the season's most 
competitive chases, he has an 
ugly record, having unseated at 
Welherby last season before 
scrambling his senses with a 
crashing fall at Kempton. “He 
was unlucky with the first one, 
he just slipped on landing and 
nearly got away with it, and the 
second one we still can't un- 


derstand it" Richards said. “It 
must have been a one-off. 1 
don’t think his jumping will let 
him down on Saturday." 

The last lime that Richards 
rode as a pro fevannal jockey may 

law been before Prince Andrew 1 
was added to the Royal Family 
but he is still an enthusiastic fig- 
ure on the gallops, where he reg- 
ularly partners One Man. As the 
65-year-old bobbles around on 
the grey’s back he must dream 
of success in just about the one 
big chase to elude him as a train- 
er. the Gold Cup. -If# early days 
and he's got to go well in the 
Hennessy if we’re going to talk 


about that race,” Richards said. 
“He's classy enough all right and 
hopefully heU be the one for the 
Gold Cup. I'd like to knock that 
race off because it's every train- 
er's ambition." 

The parchment of the histo- 
ry book will certainly elevate 
One Man to great company if 
he becomes only the second 
horse to win consecutive Hen- 
nessys. The other was a rather 
useful animal called Arkle. 

Another tyro with a marvel- 
lous opportunity on Saturday is 
Jimmy McCarthy, the under- 
study to Jamie Osborne at Oliv- 
er Sherwood's yard. He is to 



Dunwoody: deserted Man 


partner the Charlie Egerton- 
trained Mysihr in the Fighting 

Fifth Hurdle at Newcastle, if he 

performs impressively, Mc- 
Carthy will come into consid- 
eration for the ride on the 
mare in the Champion Hurdle. 


Small hope of Grain following Brittain’s Japanese lead 


GREG WOOD 


Hundreds of thousands of horse 
races lake place around the 
world each year, but Clive Brit- 
tain believes he knows which is 
the most difficult of all to win. 
And. being Clive, you can be 
fairly sure that he is not saying 
so simply because he is the only 
British trainer to have won it. 

“I’d say that the Japan Cup 
is the hardest," he said yester- 


day. “The Japanese are getting 
stronger all the time and you're 
meeting them at full force, at the 
height of their season. The 
Australians are at the peak of 
their year too, and they send 
their best horses. 

“Our horses will be at the tail 
end unless they've had an en- 
forced rest like Jupiter Island 
(Brittain's winner in 1 986). He 
went out there a fresh horse but 
Japan's standard of racing since 
we won has come on 10-fold." 


Brittain, remember, is one of 
fife's great optimists, which 
only re-emphasises the scale uf 
the task facing Michael Stoutc’s 
Pure Grain in the 1995 Japan 
Cup on Saturday. Had Sloute 
leaned over his Newmarket 
neighbour’s fence for a little ad- 
vice before leaving for Japan on 
Tuesday, he might have can- 
celled ms reservation. Nonethe- 
less, Pure Grain has now arrived 
at Fuchu racecourse in Tokyo 
and, a spokesman for her yard 


reported yesterday, regained 
the weight she lost in transit. She 
will need it. 

“We made her exercise on 
grass so she can get used to the 
Japanese turf," the spokesman 
said. “She will have a fighter 
training programme here than 
in Britain to take into account 
the travelling. But she will have 
a hard work-out on Friday." 

Pure Grain has ran just Gve 
times this year, hut still cannot 
be said to have had a light sea- 


UTTOXETER 


HYPERION 

1230 Quiet Amusement 230 Smith's Band 
1-20 Captain Marmalade 320 ELFLAA (nap) 

130 Calfisoe Bay 330 Clafreswan 

230 Can Cat Charfie 

GOING: Ohms- Goad ( Good w FVm In places); Hurdle- Good In Firm (Good in pbccs). 

■ Lot-hand court#. Him-Jn of I70and. 

■ Course » SE of town nr BS0I7. Unoxeier swoon (Deriy-Crewe bne ) adjoins came. AD- 

MISSION:aubS15(OAftiS13j:nnieisalh»SIO[OAIVS7);Cmgg<?S-t pamc- r>w 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: M Pip* — 11 winners front 113 run- 
ners (!rv«i a mevens ratio or 30. J % and a profit to a JL 1 level *»»!«* or £12-&u; K 
Bailey — 2 i winners. H4 runners. 27. 1%, +£ 1 7..W: N Twlaton-Dartes — ] 7 win- 
ners, 87 runners, ia.fnb.-Si2.lt): O Sherwood — IS winners, 52 runners, 28.8%. 
+S 14.80. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: R Dunwoody - 38 winner*, 163 rides, 23,1%, -£47.75; J Oe- 
borae — 27 winner®. 84 rides, 32.1%, +£63.74; N WQHmaoa — 24 wtatnem, 148 tides, 
16.2%, -£22.51; A Maguire — 20 winners, 119 ndek, 1 & 8 %, -S2.34. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Smith's Band (250} non m Wituamon on'lhurt- 
day; SUvcrdale Fox 1 1201 won at Caumk on Monday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Bora To Be WHd(J£0j has been semi 76 ndks by M Pipe 
bum Nicholas hayne. Devon. 

I-IO Kil l MANNY BERNSTEIN MARES NOVKX CLAIMING HURDLE 
]JAOV| (CLASS F) £2,600 added 2m Penalty Value £2,026 

1 425-245 StNOPOLLADH (B) DFW Buchan) KBafey5111 „TJ Mtophy (3) 

2 PW3 HBMTO BOO BOO (X3)IR J Weews) fi WBMf510 12 PMdJWgMn 

3 4-U1S13 SCORCHED AH [14) (P) (HF) (Gary RoOertsl J O'Shea 5 ID 12_ lOtbenta 

4 - 2-OP ST KRIS (7) (T LtfUbmrw) W Turner 4 10 12 TMvpbyP) 

5 655GQU SMSS MOUNTHM (33) (N D Atsopl P Bevan 5 10 12 .TEJej 

6 GREBWCRES LADY 0 J J TattoO W C 6 * 5 10 9 Jtadte 

7 11-2414 QUE AUUSaWNT (USA) (13l(C0i [Ro^r Laigfy) T Oemeffi -i ID 9 SPtefcrtJaj 

8 UMIE LADT IE Bom) B LbreSjn 4 ID 3 MriLUamBp 

9 6 1WW.E p4) (Geage M Thomson) M Meager < ID 3 K&uep) 

-9 dadared- 

BEnttift 9-4 Scorched Air. M Stpc+NjOaWh. 9-2 Quit Aw»afflBnt,6aJ«4reMpantota. 8 - 1 A 
Kitts, 12-1 MwUa, 25-1 otters ' 

1994: no conesponding tjcfi 

FORM BUDE 

ST KITTS could surprise m this Bade after puffing up m a batter fcmgue at Chepsuwr. That 
followed a Rat run at FPOtesione and her previous showings at Taunton (second to Green- 
back last season) ffives her a (ferine chance m a bad race. White Lady makes her tareSes 
debut but she e a Rat wwier and a run on the level on Monday makes her an rteresung 
outsider. The money a lke<y to come (or Jam* Osborne's mount Scorched Ah- after twins 
gx Hexfrsm teaderj and Banff* (dafmer). TnetJ m bfoitets Isa One wnen third dbveioMiV 
O' The Ra^ m Towcester, sfte loohs a shade suspect today in the visor. Qidet Amusement 
won a bad race here m Auffiist and has arm run m a fun Flat-race a Huntingdon. She Is 
nothing much but has claims in a weak attar. Km Beley drops Stae4*aBaktti m class after 
her fifth In Tlroe Mtosopbers at Hereford last weeL- Heavily beaten at Wncaroon bewre- 
hand. her sm was a sprinter so me decision u> drop her m dstance looks tea ridx one. Mar - 
bte was *w on the Rat but Greenacres lady is weU enouffi bred and could easily surprise. 

S ele ct io n : ST WTTS 

11 on l east midlands chaa©er selling handicap hurdle 
I - L -^ u l (CLASS Q) £2,400 added 2m Penalty Value £1328 

1 /CWflO- KBI IWIIY fWE (447) mff4alEn««J Parties 9 120 R McCarthy (7) 

2 /40CP-1 SUHBMlERKP)B)JIAn0ion'W»te)KHDffi8117IBe(J SVfaa 

3 0535 BBSCHHHD RUB! (5) WF) (Ms M RnteKrt W Oay 4 11 2 I ladder 

£ e5-02 CAPIXM MMBIMADE ( 8 ) Ms Atom Thom) 0 Thom 6 11 0 S McNaffi 

5 00561 SWE SGCRQ 1 (14) 9 U Onon Baler tatneskpi R Bntnanon 4 10 12 lOttome 

6 0P-460P BAOtSWBBHt OT 9*0* Baled Mat S WMor 5 ID 10 AUrga(7] 

7 /300&F lAWS0N(U)PF)BanHMiJPBa*e810 5 

8 P/P0P6S- PBJNCOHOBFE(129)(D)® AFamdon)Btonb<l0f81D4 

9 (W022B SHARP GAZBIE (14 (M J Sanwd B Smart 5 ID tt MKofcyJT) 

10 2300-OP YBIRO(USAJ (9) IP D Ratty) K Bsnop 8 10 0 r 

u POlWro ASSCMBJ'nANCEHP) (MSS BW Pawed DWgamsBlOO M ?* I .. {T ? 

12 OOOP45 IAH 0 CARD (12) (S A FanCBnl R Woomoce *1 10 0 LONna 

- 12 dcdarad- 

Mnhun «tjhc IDs. Frue ItanAsp Stvrp Gaa* 130. Vero as 12S. Atsemay Danosr 

raTBteW Maratade, 7JI Sfcwddo Fta, B-l Safa Sml. 9-1 fcacWWd Hat, Step 

Qr—Bw, 19-1 Ba d atahha r. Xaro Cart, 204 dtnn 

1994; Star Mover 5 ID 13 T Muptiy B-l (W G M lUned ID nn 

FORM GUIDE 

Captain Mansaiade would seam sometfwtg of a datwrt ptrt in thrs sefler tfter 1a#ngl By 

aiSSt head agpina. Can Can Chortle at Hampton last wart. Ha was arter 

grade at Smntord when lit ton the Fla and » just feef something win brat mm. awniaie 

has a Bto pewdiy tor beating a pcxx W at C®erekonlMtoj^HBS»i« t^ w 
ns prabiams and is against modwt types but ^am^H^tetMonea^ 

pcs** findW Towcaster a M too Uugi last time when taraate- 

on^KfiSowed an encoura@ng mw » 

aid he deserves another chance, lamteon was a surprteing (avounta 

ter ids lay-off even aotaptteg the feet that ml raaed tom ^tomiOTbte. Heaw^d 

tailed behind Unto Bteckfaot_v4lh Tan, ^ 

on« waa auiaided a race at Taurton test M tlteflw itcw 

uig the wrong side of a hurdte. She looks bsatatte ^ M ^ agam ’ 

wMe Shatp Gazale looks another to bypass on her Bfflter and Ffcanpton deleats. 

mee9,mv Selection: ffiECHFlELD FLYER 


£ 22P-5U CAN CAN CHARLIE n (G H Tultsj J hoard 5 11 4 i.Aapok(7) 

5 433313- KAD4I1I (267) (H OedM W Cby 6 11 0 IlMdtf 

6 003401 MSS CASHIHL (HQ {14) (Mn A G Hooan] D than 4 10 7 SUcfMI 

7 0P5364 EU.TEE-CSS (13) (Q U Johnstonl R Wbovet 10 ID 3 PIMtseftfci 

S 3404&4 IIH£ MSKHT (14 (C) L A Untie) n' Mann 8 10 0 MOV toco 

-Sdadarad- 

Mnvuu m *£&* lust line Aendcap NMs hag* 9st fix 

BETIMG: B-4 Can Caa Charlie, 7-2 Mas Cashbd, 4-1 NacatcMa, 5-1 Gene By. 10-1 Kadari, 14-1 
EBtee-Eta, 18-1 others 
1994: no amrsponong bcg 

FORM GUIDE 

This is a weak handicap and Kadari wfli nearly win It if coping win me tost ground. 
The lack of a recent race may not be the problem m this doss end she eotdd not have 
won more impressively at Nottmgtum (good to soft) m February whan stormtng clear 
of Do Rightly and 20 others. Bui the fast surface is Hist a worry so MISS CASHTAL 
gets the vote after disposing od Philip Hobbs' Royal Ag Nag on merit ai Towcaster 12m). 
Beaten only (Hie lengths when third lo me useful Neat Feat in a bumper at Worcester. 
Miss Cashtai should do oven better for this stop up In distance and must have every 
chance at the weights, the longer trip is tee problem for winning Flat performer Can 
Can Charts after a narrow win horn Captain Marmalade I runs hi the 1.20 seller) at 
Kemplon (2m), while Gone By has already hod three runs this month and looks beat- 
able with the big weigiL Noeatchtan runs from (ha front and the longer trip may count 
against hen, while Equitrack specialist Janrwafa has nor run for a yew and a half. 
Selection: MISS CASHTAL 

BARRY DTRENTHAM CHALLENGE BOWL HANDICAP CHASE i 
(CLASS C) £6300 added 2m 7f Penalty Value £4,644 

1 FFQ212- HMEST WORD (1730(C) (Mn HJ CMC) S Bnoietaw 10 11 12 Ifeton 

2 212UP-1 SMmrS BAND PRQ (7) (Arthw finttii Me i Penan 7 11 10 (God WUaratm 

3 341U/-3 5naNGMBXaW{SRn>DBASidHBBtey8 119 JOrfm 

4 154-F25 SA2DR SM 119) (C) (R A H F^ims) P DNnn 8 10 3 CUBMffiyn 

5 P15426- M0tCHrDD{243)(C) DAGsSueWAon) WsSWamBlOO TEfay 

-Sdwtewf- 

Mnlmai Mt^- 10a. Tim landote we0« Afc Uif Da 9d 9b 

BETTING: m Sntt'» BMd, M Snog MaffidM, 10-1 UooMt (tad, 12-1 SakrJM, 1»-1 Mo 
kMDo 

1994: MshawaMg 8 12 0 A M^Srn 9-1 (D Mcndson) 10 ran 
FORM (MODE 

SMflTfS BAND Is the fancy (Mr Strong ModteiM. Both can be expected to string some 
urns together this season and there was something to IB® about tea My Smith’s Band 
bnfihad aside a layoff to win a shade cosiy from Clever Shepherd wim tanary Creek well 
back m tend atWncanwn a week agp. That wastes Bret start since the Cbehcnfom Fes- 
tival so he hea every hope of dsiymg the 6 U> penalty wfth the run sub to tmg him on and 
wsh stable betog m such fine (arm. Strong Madtdne missad aa of last season and reap- 
peared against a couple of In- form sons n General Rusty and Badasm here n Septem- 
ber. rts junping was a Ht hn-and-mss but to be beaten only s b lengths when conceong 
9tb lo the si^sequent Ctualfimo Gold Cup winner at Kempton was a decern effort consid- 
ering the layoff! Ha has a better winning record on tost ground than Smith's Band so his 
chance must be ffirafly respected. O 101491 1 stM tool Smite's Band is tne one to fMow. Hoe- 
ast Word was nuntei cnaslng last season after lootang decent as a nmice wnh Mardn Pipe. 
He e owned by the course trainnan and a botd shwdf)g is erpected wth Jarffie RaUton a 
good booking. SaBor JDm gets the waign and has twice won on this cause. 

S ele ct ion: SMITH'S BAND 

IO 901 RLHARWSON CONSTRUCTION HANDICAP HURDLE (QAS5 
2Z__J D) £3,500 added 2m Penalty Value £2324 

1 iinsn- AIBQWE (USA) (279) n EGmgB dtod) Mn J C«i 6 11 10 1 Rial 

2 40340-5 MnFY(19JP)(JCftaM«KMarpnBlia JtSSUHb 

3 UM3D-5 TEMI»«reH(10)(CD)(KJ0ul«n)WawBU7 IVofiMr 

4 4322-04 HASHARgHS) (7) p) (PWteSnam) PWbgrenr 7 115 Swylyaas 

5 331-F54 ZNIDONgSE) (11) p) (Bf) (Owtenham Racing Ud) D NUdson 4 u l Wltoretoa 


son. Success in the Musidora 
Slakes in May was followed by 
four successive outings in Group 
One company, most recently in 
the Prn dc I'Are de Triomphe, 
in which she finished fifth. The 
ground in Tokyo, which is rarely 
anything but firm, is also likely 
to be against her. 

Yet she is nothing if not a bat- 
tler, and Fuchu's brood bench 
and long home ran should suit 
her galloping style. “If you're 
there turning in. you've got 

CARLISLE 


HYPERION 

ULO Canaan Valley 1-40 Umsborough 2JJQ The 
Grey Monk 2 AO Abbot Of Furness (nb) 3-10 

Precipice Run 3-40 Moonshine Dancer 

GOING: Good 

■ RJflht-haridL undulating cuun*- Run-ui uf 
■Cuunu- ta on Durdar rood, -Im Worjimc -12 of MC. Bus sendee 
(ram Carbide suchm 'Jm. ADMISSION: dub, fclDt wnatabgia, £ ti 
CAR PARK: On ralM £3, remainder free. 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Nonr. 
LONGDISTANCE RUNNERS: Scotby C 1 .10, A FMddte Modi 
l-J.40lhwebtgnaatai nda Ip- N TVwgcnJtotolrom Nmmti. Qclia. 

ppr/TI MORTENSEN NOVICE HANDICAP HUR- 
■ l ~ lu I dlE (CLASS F) £2£00 added 2m If 

1 3-1 GBEKALCHADS (117) (D) J J ONeS 5 12 O—ARodm (3) 

2 40400-4 CANAAN WLLEY (13) D fiKHison 7 12 0 JBmte 

3 0BTO44- BAH90M (USA) (225J J Haynes 6 11 10 IIIMwy 

4 122 RECUBE(lR(C)MteLPteiraa4119 Tirnks 

5 000-12 SM»(19)MaMSUV4U9 AVSSwkn 

6 353TOU ORDOMUbRY (1AI T Dyer 6 11 9 PMwa 

7 0a35 REALT0NIC(19)GRchsiB51l8 P Cartxvry 

G OPD CUBBCSPEBM ( 12 ) M H Easteon 4 11 7 LWyer 

9 Q/Q3P- lOPSAWYBt (2 UQ Uks 5 Hd 7 11 4 JlBaallay 

1DQCF26& CmNCRAMBLBI (217) D Rooenson 6 11 4 JJMbn(7) 

11 005500 CHABUSI 10 NA (14) J Dodds 4 10 13 HdredGamt 

12 063/0P-5 ANOTKR IEAD0W PQ J Dan 7 10 9 O Storey 

13 QOM W sum (JO) J Gotie 5 10 8. GU»(3) 

14 700064 HBtBAUST (27) J HeUens 6 10 7 Stoytar[7) 

15 WFOJU- SFGCIRE BROWN (205) F Jestri 5 10 0 NUach 

IB POO- MSTER 1 RKK (217) L Ling) 5 10 0 F Foma <31 

17 /S0(M? ORCl£ BOY (573) W Stacy 8 10 0 I Supple (3 ) 

-ITdactared- 

MMnmr 10a. Trtientap iwighfe; Mster Dick 9a 2% Qte Bar 9st lUx. 
BEIIHfi 7-2 Ractosa, 94 Gcaarel Cbaos, 7-1 Saha, 10-1 CanaHi IM- 
lay. Another Meadow, Rod Ttadc, 12-1 nttHM 

-« Ajn'i EBF NH NOVICE HURDLE (QUALFIER) 
Li™lJ (CLASS Q£3j000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 02-4 BANGABWOIY (13) Ita S temal 5 11 0 ,_Mr R Whetao (5) 

2 0 BfUSHT DESTNlf ( 12 ) J Gods 4 11 0 FPmrettffl 

3 0PO32-O BUVBB DREAM (13) J Hetere 5 11 0 Sto|ler[7) 

4 13 FBaMCNSBROnBU48)mHEpe5U0 — SIMtf 

5 0 nnHEGAFFER(ia)DTa«uw4110 BQnrttty 

G KASRNHA M Hunmond 4 11 0 RBim(7) 

7 4P- KEBMt (217) Mb M Mflgm 5 11 0 RktedftMt 

B OP-2 LANSBOROUGH (13) G RctnQs 5 11 0 PCartwiy 

9 040- R0RAin(220)StaadbaBf5110 N Leach 

10 243-2 SCOIBV (BH) (9) N larekn-DaMS 5 11 0 WMBknM 

u o- aMUOTrmet ( 2 o^rcdbib 4 uo RSnppie 

12 0400 SUXMWR0CK{17)Mf MRMtoy5U0 N Smith 

13 520G0- 1 HE GAUOnrMAUR (197) Ms U DeMley S UOJPItoaa 

14 00 KUDOS FIWCESS (12)MnAlfa0nn51O9.._.TJMia 

-lAdactorad- 

BETlMft M Lamboroogb, 7-2 Scotty, 5-1 Bnagatauy, 10-lFanMdrs 
tbuttwr. Kaatrama, 12-1 Skaktow Hurt, 14-1 odHre 


plenty of straight and plenty of 
room." Brittain said. “It’s a bit 
uphill to the finish and a horse 
can really dig in." 

With John Reid holding Pure 
Grain's reins, there will be no 
shortage of encouragement or 
experience from above. Reid 
partnered Dr Devious, who fin- 
ished unplaced, in 1992- Now, 
ironically, Dr Devious is one of 
several stallions, imported from 
Europe and America at great 
cost, who arc slowly turning 


Japan into one of the world's 
great racing powers. 

Pure Grain could remind 
the Japanese that money does 
cot always guarantee success on 
the turf.'The betting, however, 
must be (hat on Sunday mom- 
ms. the British branch of the 
Japan Cup winner's dub will still 
have a membership of one. 

■ Plans by United Racecourses 
to develop Kempton as a flood- 
lit, all-weather venue have been 
shelved because of the expense. 


U En \ ALLSPORT BARRIER SYSTEMS NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
| J^OU | £ 5 jqoo added 2m Penalty Value £3y453 

1 U250-F CAUJSOEBArj^(lDO0F)[RWa£dO3«r«rtBUO 

2 055Q5- HAWKFELD (393) (The HedMKEJ C Boafl 6 11 0 ****»• 

3 OHM -4 HB3HDCH {27) 94b M R TaqAort A Tumel G 11 0 TSZ 

4 540P-F3 STOH»B«faH(IRai»«mAHP «^ PMD,,7U0 1Bv 

BETMIGb lnl2 CsMbm Bay, 14-1 StonnkM tat, 20-1 BareMoeb, 25-1 HaatfaM 
1 W 4 : iyM 7 11 0 B Dumoooy 4-9 (M Pipe) 7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

The fences have to be Jumpatf and CALUSOfi iRAY wwnot :e 

tenflng the leadore two out at CheHenham afterl looking » 2^ 

teewrty fences. He was in a dfflererc t eague to 

short odds about him Jumping a dear round so RtowWooh has to rate a 

Ptacepot nuntura aftw mrmlng baoer then teposMion 

Cans at Bangor on Ns reaptratraya. He nnaty 

uay and has promiaatl to Ho better owr fences. He wto ba UMj^iweouMDonm 

Bangsx and tootodtoone id capmBBe if Cafltoa 

wnn 5 Hpmtaro after a aptrttal trffort agtfnst larg Attton 

lengjlig behind him In that race, need furtfw ro nKwmwn 

Stontte since amring from katend ttut ladc^ ot recant^ 

\2~20 \ addad 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Vutoe £2445 

1 234233 IQlN WPBOTff(MtTlliCnt4i^3b d4MT1113-.m - 

2 44-SP13 MQCBOMIPN(REfiWlKMaiganB llll ibei^MITI 

3 jaMMIMH (828> W W* C &dOIBO f SPflBffilE ^ 11 7 — MW 


WINDSOR 

£15 ran. 3,‘v*. (R Airier. Stotdfcwl FonirtO. morrow. 


6 001-82 BHM 0 RQ (13) P) QtVtlMI ToMU N Hindnson 4 10 12 lOrfww 

7 5M31-4 StUt MARKET (S) (D) (M&P XMUl N TM3O>0a«& 5 10 12 Bl0)MS(7) 

8 4 0-1235 PHARAHE (BE) (28) (D) (C F R t'toJOwn*' 5 10 0 IOKii 

9 6390-25 HDNIHW HBWBI <US«) (23) (AJHMMonlJItMto 4 100 TEtoy 

10 00W21- SUDOBI SFM (327) (D) IB% Rafter) S Nam 5 10 0 ORmu 

11 9T35 DOMABI(U)(D)(RJ»aef)HWRa« 7100 P M eto ufl fc 

-Udedarad- 

MHmunw0a:ia>t 7mo ftarricap iwfgWs: HUWrs' Hkwwn, Su**w 9s( 13b. QjTWn fet 7&. 
BET1W6: 9-4 Dltoa, 11-4 Rsttfr, B-l HmtwV I h reww. B-l Zattocn. Star Mertuit. 12-1 Wwrere. 
U 1 iilkwa 

1994: Costo Chase 0 11 4 M Bremen lfi -1 (0 Bmnnan) 8 an 

FORM WIDE 

This Has a we* look about ft attft ZAITOON ftawng ewry chance on hto favoured tost eound. 

A toAar m a hot race at Cnapstoif on his reeppearanca, Zaitoon has been at Ascot and Chel - 
tenham tones, ha Presttaay m beftmo \Mnoward Aitom bemg on wrong ground «mn a 
tag weight. Batter judged an Ms back-end win last season at Haydock m the hands of to- 
day's partner Warren Maraon, Zaluxxi has o wkmlng chance at m«e «« 0 hq. Aa with Za- 
itoon, EHae contested the Ascot race won by Admiral's Wbi. His jumping lei Mm down at 
Huntington when a narrow second to Wamdfta atowmos bu this 20-1 novice wwner at 
Hummgpon test season has a chance of gaffing it right today with Jam» Osborne booked. 
Sudden Spin Is lit bom Item Ms att-weathar season and has a feather negro, when looks 
about rsJti when judged on Iris two saner vukui at Canenck last lomv Ratliy never won lea . 
season and teaks tamable at the weights despite a pleasing reappearance effort at Chep- 
stow, white soft grourto toote tiea tor Test Mateh. Atomelire has tt ® piwe after the lay- 
off. ttftrte Star Martot «s a Wgh wfn#Hr« platsr test seeson who Iropimed to an sightly 
b«xer races thoutfi this tup cei4d be a shade on the sharp side tor Nm. 

Sel eo M w u ZAITOON 

g/ T) ASTAIRE & PARTNERS STOCKBROKERS NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E)£3J)00 added 3VO 2m Penalty Value £2^84 

1 1 ClRACCSA(m£) (9) ( 0 ) (Tim Kdy J Macttll4 TBey 

2 510 HAY HWHt (U) TOStefl* NfchoW K Wngt** 11 4 JRpn 

3 3140U WCHT(U)ICRNu0art)CMannU4 — JRMtea 

A BA 1 USWWIOBI (bn HmdEnon) B Sum ID 12 CUmq* 

5 aABESWANBHEJffitomantlBeiiflM TomphnslDU DGMnpnr 

6 SIIEAA31CE(BDlteclngCMi)NT1rMerl012 JOMema 

7 0 HOT BRSZE (12) (Tfe Wrtiy Tn PatowSig)) Mfes K WtiKTOuse 10 12 _.W (krepbreys 

S USD HtEDSttCK (Dare Dutton) MBs SWAxi ID 12 Gtoyljare 

g LOW PAIMStSTOK [USA) U C Fvxwrt KUot^n 1012 ASSrtfa 

U) N 0 M 3 B BRffiS (MS) IMsktom B tones) A Batoy 10 12 TKort 

11 2 pROPHEIS HONOtB ( 12 ) (5 A B Dsemorej P Hetom 10 12 URtoter 

12 ROSCOMMON (AS (SE) AAto Saoft HoinslBaffi R ftainshsad 10 12 _JtH'Atorth(7) 

13 BORN 70 BE WLD IP»d Houte Ratatg) M Ppe 10 7 llwer 

it 0 MSSOUE 02) (Meswn Softens LM) N tampad 10 7 Ifr LBakarfT) 

15 pOHESTlMLlNwvSlPpfttinioMns&MattenngUtl) JSpeartngl07 — ■ — — ■ JUtotor 

is KAIY ROD W D Alsopi P fl*®n 107 L»»rey 

- lSdactorsd- 

B£ITW£ 3 J.at*eM, 4-1 Proptrets Hera*, B-lflmTo^ BeYW,^ 8*\ Lnrf Patwrateo, QMnBua, 
lAdYrebL IB-1 fibres 

um jw fia 4 io 12 A MS0M 10CF30 (D Wubn) 16 on 

FORM GUIDE 

Martin PMM'S Cftaprasffl won s bumper at Chepstow yesterday uAan returning bom a tong 
kartt are! BORN TO BE WED could be good enough on her hurtles debut Mttr being dafcned 

ou^MTUnwr’s etabte alter IlnffihWsacond to Mi Dancer tea 17-furnersrteritt lakes- 
nn^ Si September. qShwww, a three-times wwier tor Stuart VWBams on the lawai and 
<rew with Mak Tompkins, la Bnother interesting newcomer, along with Bte AoUn, tor 
whvn NUrf TlnMer has bo dwd Jatnfe Osboms. A petsti y m Qf flnfl out VMuitsy dobut Mn- 
tmi Pi iyf ta Honour, second lo Done Wteflm Ayr on hte huwfles and 

fest-^ouVJ Ftat wttiter (70 Nonflc Breeze can ®3lty be considerod. 

Selection: BORN TO BE WED 


TAUNTON 


HYPERION 

1 JOO Wayfarers Way JL 30 Yubralee ZOO An- 
drekrt 230 Up The Junction 3 jD 0 Reve En Rose 
3J30 The Btock Monk 

GOING: Good. 

■ Right-band coonc. Run-in or I.Wnh. 

■Courae b, S of lawn on B3 ITO. Tauion Btaiion im. ADMISSION: 
Members £ 1 1; Paddock j&50; Centre of Course £4. CAR PARK: 
Centre of creuse £3; remamrtcr free. 


WINNERS IN TOE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Liny's Lori (200) 
won m Warwick on Thunalay. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Glad She's Gone (1.00) has been 
sent 10- mDestyJ Pouhon (rton Lewes, E 5u»ex'. Kreef 1 1 JO) twa 
been «cm 155 mUcs by H Cnrda from Woodcoie. London. 

(TaaI ORCHARD FM NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
C) £5000 added 2m If 

1 3UF43 BUS CASTLE (12) (D) G Bafctng 4 11 10 BCHtort 

2 111-000 SYNBOL OF SUCCESS (11) DWBms 4 UID-jC Boffin p) 

3 03 AUOW (3) B Itowdjn -1 11 0 — D Utethen (5) 

4 MTIXnM Rltoraion 4 110 BMcCowt 

5 02 CaXHmSTGPn>E(16)MteHI<n0K511O IF TBey 

6 GLAD SHES CONE J tattn 4 11 0 A Thornton 

7 R MUWBt HUNIER (12) C 4 11 0 lAMcCStay 

B WSYFAHHtS WAY N Henderein 4 11 D IRKnngi 

9 DOUCE MUSON A tores 4 10 9 _. Jt Lradi (3) 

10 DUAUIY S Cole 4 109— RBrtrev 

11 «SSSP0ITTOtmtRHot^41O9__ 1 Kates (7) 

12 2F3 H0OMJGKrABmiSpeamg41O9 DRrttfentar 

13 0- PLUM WKr [Uq R FM 7 10 9 I Frost 

M PfUOE OF HAYUNfl P Kk®» 4 10 9 BPowel 

- 14 Sectored - 

BgTTWQ: 3-1 H—kar Hmter, 92 Htotr Cettf, S-l Iftytawre Wy, Art 
toteo, U Hoeaffipd Ah; ID-1 eonrea States, 14-1 otoere 

[rffoS] ORCHARD FM JUVEML£ NOVICE SBLMG 
HURDLE (CLASS G) £2^00 added 2m If 

I 361 VUMLEE (2E) M Pipe U 4 DBMgwetar 

3 324 AU(A MEIirMIIONAL (2G) J Wue 10 12 DBeofley 

3 6 CANIE QWO (22) T Ttunoxi tones 10 12 B McComt 

4 FORTUNES LEAP Us LUupt^ 10 12 IFDttey 

5 35 HNNDSON (33) B R Uren 10 12 D Stew (5) 

6 0 iACKKOtCX (30)MChanvil012 ATtwreten 

7 U XRB? (40) R Cuts 10 12 D Motes 

B 0 IEES PLEASE p3)hCawiflamBii»re 10 12 -POTite— 

9 ntMUfRBFDBrechM 1012 DJBrecbel 

10 0 SASIRUGi (33) A Carrol 10 12 BPewefl 

II R2 NOBLE BAUBWA (USA) ( 2 B*JbMS 10 7_Ateraaehra 

12 RACMa.AM)MBi3dqfl07 RFhrrant 

13 SHWPHDUY iSameitl07 WMcfMaad 

14 0 SUABBJ. (26) R Hoggs ID 7 Atoiy 


RtoaM, 7-1 Catet CMcs, 8-1 HO- 
,14-1 otters 


BETTING: B4YNM 

NeRNMtelO-1 


•y -tri ' l HEADS NOOK NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
D) £5J)00 added 2m 4f 110 yds 

1 L-1311 THE BKy MOW |13) G RcranK 7 11 13 — .R Herthg (3) 

2 31/123 KARRA'S ROSCOE (7G*I Ur, M Rewefey 9 11 7 PfGwa 

3 909-7 HtSBER FKST (13) Mis M Rweby 9 U 7 JRocd 

4 43-P122 ROCHARBASE B7] |RF) T Etnereom 6 11 7 —LWyer 

5 126306 SOLBA (UM) (13) C P3ftw 6 11 7 B Storey 

6 EFOP-03 SI80NG MEASURE ( 20 ) P Cneestwi^i 7117— R Sopple 

7 QPPP05- MYGONIW ( 2 U] J Dodds 6 II 2 RldanlGlieet 

-7dedared- 

BEnBtt 4-6 Die Qrey Honk, 7-2 Km's Raecoa. 8-1 Sates, 10-1 Strong 
Mown, 12-1 20-1 My Gooey. 25-1 Prater First 

9 An CALDBECK HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
^^1 D) £3,500 added 2m If 

1 F4242 -2 ARGOT OF FURtCSS (12) (BF) G Retards 11 11 12 

B Hating (3) 

2 U23-U NGLEKMUN (27) 9 vMokwi 6 11 6 NBenttey 

3 3&LL- SNARKASMM (579) W M H Etewlly 5 11 3 LWytr 

4 03232 -F FOOC SPARROW (168) NTeMer 5112-, EHtBbaad(3) 

5 16B4- ONCE HOIE FDR IU» (220) Mr MR ewSey 1 U L-PMmb 

6 043007-0 REVE OE VALSE (USA) ( 12 ) Denjs Sratr 8 10 13-0 Lee (3) 

7 1-U41 DZA(M)(tAWStmy4iD6 -lte«ite(3) 

8 00253-5 STASH THE CASH (13) T Dyer 4103 HteMGaot 

BEIITiG: 7-4 Abbot of RUMS*, 5-2 bra, 5-1 Foot Sparrow, B-l Starhadt- 
lo, 7-1 Once More For Luek, 10-1 State Tin Cash, 12-1 others 

o'iri l KIT PATTERSON BIRTHDAY HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS C) £8^00 added 2m 

1 0145103 REMMUS (266) (CO) J (Aren 10 11 11 M Dwyer 

2 121 - 1 P 0 MLS MU (14) |C 0 ) T Cuthlieil 10 11 9 PNhw> 

3 211-332 n&BnCE BJN (48) (C) P) G Achate 10 11 S-B Hankg (3) 

4 44045-1 STRONG APPROACH (17) (03)/ Ctiaton 10 114.. B Storey 

5 5EF111- SuPBI SMSW (20B) (D) FWeaenSU4 Tltoed 

-Sdedntf- 

BET 1 KC: 6-4 Strong Approach, 5-2 Predplee Run, 11-4 Soper ^mrS, '*■ 
1 Rejofeias, 10-1 Ms UQ 

O AH ASMIRIAAMAIEtXl RDBS 

(CLASS F) £2300 added 2m 4f3_. is 

1 2110-11 MOONSHHE DANCER (9) (OR Ate M Rereky 5 12 u 

- Mr M H Ncugrtm (7) 

2 303320- OOOHISISI^MsMMfinAim-ltesP^'aaetT) 

3 PF51P6 IByPLE GMIH (1G7) (CO) P Beamant 6 11 12 -Ms A Fannl 

4 5-21203 nEDDEMUW(12>mNT«B8irHtoas5119_ttVnmefln 

5 30133-P ROSCOMIOH JOE (14 J J (VNed 5 11 SAte L Corcoran (7) 

6 0CHA&-3 OUL MEASURE (22) (D) D Sanaetufl 9 11 5 

Mr D StesSaboRt (7) 

r <KJ0W Aqu«AS(22) M& SSrrWi 9114 ItePMunay (7) 

8 53040-2 GREAT MAX (17) (D| C Parler 6 11 4 It A Fitter (7) 

9 235/m- SHAHSHOH AL ARAB (2S3) B Etfeon 7 10 10 

MiaVHalA<7) 

10 P13W NO WORD (230) R Bastrean 8 10 7 Hte1Btero{7) 

11 6474003- COMBBUNOUBO) U Hammond 5 104 — Mr C Boonor (3) 

12 312513 YACHT C 11 S (9) ( 1 ^ J L Ejrv 13 10 1 JHrXWhetan (5) 

-12 dsdwed- 

BETTHG: M Uoanstaoe Dencer, 7-2 Ftedda Mack, B-l Bnrfl Man, 7-1 
Ite Momrn, B-l Dodmaster, 10-1 Treat ChA, 14-1 ntbare 


‘5’fl/Tl ORCHARD FM CLASSIC HANDICAP CHASE 
\ TT? 1J (CLASS D) £5,000 added 3m 

1 124302 ANMELiJI (7) P Boren 8120 GTkmsyfS) 

2 15222-2 JOURSN PRINCE (54)[D) fcta H Ki^< 12 11 12__R Fwrrel 

3 F 114-32 DUHAUOW LODGE (22) CR Ban** 8U 7.... -DBridpntw 

4 23F-0F5 SCOTDNI (12) R O’Suhen 9 ID 3 ... — DtrSMban 

5 2113-Fl LAflHTS LORD (7) P Mcfafc 6 10 2 BPOmB 

6 AJ2F13- HU. OF OATS (260) Mbs Hiuugn 9 101 IFDBey 

7 SP11F4- BRBBTOM BSmE C174J 0 CtBBtoe4 6 10 0 BUtSsn 

-7dedarod- 

BETDHto 2-1 ber/s LnnL 7-2 Auhetot. 9-2 Teonwe Prince. 5-1 FnB Of 
Oats. 8-1 Dataflow Lodge. Brtapton Bertie, 14-1 Scatonl 

O Oft I ORCHARD FM NOVICE HANDICAP HUR- i 
DLE (CLASS B) £7000 added 2m If 

1 (001-10 IPIHEJUOON(12)PI MsPDutfielCl5111D — PHotery ' 

2 163 ICSAKB4B(M) (CO) (BF) C PopIBm 5 U 9 IFDttey 1 

3 734-112 NORTHERN SEUBLISKT (22) (CD) R Baker 4 11 2 BPowel | 

4 5422F1- ROOKS PRSE P7B) (H C FOpnam 5 10 9 M Barley 

5 CPlSC UmE HQOUGAN (7) TO DBF) G EOMTOS 4 10 Q.B Hagan (X) I 

6 90-132 SUPEHMKK (14) (D) WMJtf 4 100 I AMcCartfry 

-6dadarod- 

Mnimuni we^ic 10a Tn* ftsncSsap weight* Sperm** 9a 13*. 

BETIMG: 5-2 Ne’e A Nag, 3-1 Northern StarilgM, 4-1 Rffites Pricte, 9-2 
Up fee Jmctkm, 5-1 Snponnlck. B-l UMe HooSgen 

f575o) ORCHARD FM NOVICE CHASE (CLASS Q 
£6300 added 2m 3f 

1 Q6P BSOttN ROBBER (80S] lAs R Henderson 7114 D Steer 

2 24-03 DGBSWE SPICE (37) H toner 6 114 WHtfMnod 

3 FYP- DORKMG RANGBt (215) Mss H KngntlO 11 4 R Iterant 

4 15(4 10P- FALMOUTH BMT (2filj S StowDOO G 11 4 0 Upton 

5 owoaw GRAMSQ (54) Ms M tones 7 11 4 D Byrne 

6 6442-31 MARSBMGAIE (13) N Matte* 7 11 4 BMcCowt 

7 130633- MR PRSKFOOKET (23Q Mss H Itn^H 7 11 4 IFTlttey 

8 000606- PASr(204)PNcnaBG114 BPareS 

9 251-161 REVE Bf ROSE (13 M McMtten9 11 £ IRPtow ne ft 

10 05163/2 SHOJNGCHB 1 (B)RHa&s7U4 ... Alary 

11 1351-23 SOPHISM OD M Pipe 611 i DBddgwteer 

12 410060 MSESmaeir (2qGBakingG114 R Arnold 

-12 declared - 

BETtWte 4-1 Rare En Rnae, S-2 Paffiet, Mnmth Bay, S-lMr Ffckpoctat, 
B-l Heretna a Gale, Sepbhw. lO-lCrereed, 12-1 others 

o onl ORCHARD FM HANDICAP HURDLE 
l (CLASS D) £4,000 added 2m 3f 110yds 

1 6/32-232 IRE BUCK MONK (10) (D) M Rpe 7 11 13.J) Bltdgnter 

2 1132-03 SECRET RM (120) Ms S VUHbtos 9 11 12 —A Tory 

3 33W6 HIVHt tSLAf® (19S) tp 1 Qto 7119 TfeMtem 

4 KUF33 KAVEA WBHCAP(32)(C) N UCmooen 6 11 7 IFDttey 

5 13112-0 PEmiEAN (19) D Buchel 4 11 7 OIBhkMI 

6 3P3S/63 GRAND APPLAUSE 04) M Mu^nn^ 5 U 3 BPowM 

7 343213 CBKXABBDy (13) (CO) G Ethete 7 11 0 GHo^np) 

8 2035LM) SPORTS VtWUWR Hedges 6 106 IFtott 

-8 doctored - 

BETONfi 11-4 The Stack Monk, 7-2 Sestet Rxr, 4-1 Rhnr Ictoad, 9 ^ 
Hm A M^dcag, Chtoke/biddy, B-l PetRfreo, IB-1 otten 



• ‘ 8e$o^s ' 






mmm; 


ljo: 1- ZAMBEZI SPtRfT (Darnel 6-1; 

2. Csfl Ma Rtrei 33-1; 3- Tanmy^n 14- 
1 , 5 taa. 4-5 ten Fast Run (4th). 11, dISL 
(Mr Mentta Joras. ItenbauFLjnteBaUft 
£2.60, QJSO. DFt £34J0 l CSF: £7123. 1®6 
I DORW- 

2M 1. FORTUNES COURSE (GUfllort 
11-2; 2, GouteB® Stockings S-l; 3. Pam* 
| pend Guest 6-4 tow, ID ran. 2Vs, 2v». (J 
KML Swtndon). Tots: £0.70; £2 JO, £L40i 
£1.40. DF: £26.10- CSF; £4532. Tfleasc 
£06.60 Tnu £26.40. 

230: L1HE OWNOT HAN (J R Kaona^D 
3*1: 2 . Driving Fdreh ft-2; 3. PMner 20- 
1 . 8 raa. 7-4 tov No Udit «e». 20, 6 . (P 
Vtfnkwxm, Dutotbid). Tote: £4 20; £LflO. 
fo an , EL50. DP. £4.70. CSP. £16.99. TH- 
CteC £21097. Tlttn £1&30. NR: B«wg Rain. 

3.00: L NOVA RUN U R KowtBjW 4-5 
(BV, 2. QMHB Wood 7-2; 3. □ FkwUe 9- 
1. 7 m. a i*. (N Henttereoo, lambom). 
Tote: £2.10: £150, £2-30. Dual Ftoraeasc 
£5^0- CSF; £457. 


3-30; 3. SASSA/ER (A Bern) 5-1; 2. Ssl- 
teougT-llLucayanCaylMtev.Sraa. 
d,hd. (PHbBb way, Newmamij. Tote £590; 
fxeo, £150, £L2a DF: £25.40. CSF; 
£38-21. TriCBSE E8L82.THD.' £ia4a 
Jackpot: Not won. Pool of £10^30.76 epr- 
ned tonwm » Utwiew wfy. 

QuadpoC £1170. Ptaoepac £102500. 
PISCO R £87.46. Ran & £214.33. 

CHEPSTOW 

JLiKt L PHARAM EAJ? (W MOSEn) 9- 

2j 2. BacMmtN BcvSlj 3. VMagaCtorat 
12-1. 1£ no. 5-2 tar EUce (feS). 3, 25- 
(D Nlcholsoa Tampfe Guiting). Tate £5.60: 
£1.80, £1-50, £3^0. DR £9.40. CSF: 
£26.15- Trio: £3L60. Mt Bucket Of Gold. 

L2tt 1. FOE CONCORD (W MHtOft) 9- 
2: Z. Roafly A Rawal 9-2; 3. First CQDtn- 
ry 11-2. 9 m 11-4 tar Over The Pole (4th). 
3. 7. (Mrs J PftnwL Upper Lanboum).TotK 
£5.60; £120. £1.90, £3-30. DF; £14.60. 
CSF; £22-60. Trtosc £10094. Tnx £15.60. 


U50: 1. CASSKPS BOY (D Walsh} 20- 
1; 2. Itegannach 50-1: 8. Bbtwps Cas- 
tle 4-1. 13 ran. 7-2 few New Tribe (pulled 
up). 1, 13. (R Ecktoy, Kington). Tote 
£39.60; £5.10. £14.40, £1.60. DF: 
£279.70. CSF: £568.54. Tito: not won. 

2J2Q-. L HARAH (D ffSufcvanl 12-1; 2. 
Prtoceof Satemre 14-1; 3. Roynl PIpM 9- 
1; 4. Snowy Uae 2M. 18 ran. 7-1 tan ly- 
ing Eyas (pulled up). 6, 7. (H Rowe, 
StomreiorO. Tote £13.10: £2 BO, £3.50. 
£2.50. £4.70. DF: £lfS-30. CSF: £158-38. 
Tricast: £1^55 l 76, Tito: £526.60. 

a^l-SEEKTHEFAmKBPovrea}^ 
L 2. Ctetonger Da Lac 5-1; 3. Jeeob'sUttB 
12-1. 14 ran. 10-11 ta/Tiying Agam (4th). 
Hd, ltd. (M Sftepperd. lHfljuiy).Tote £MJ0; 
£7 30. £1.90. £1.60. DF: £161.60. CSF: 
£174.64. TTU: £272.60. 

L DtCriH (Mr M RlmaH 7-2; 2. 
Steel Hoe* 7-li 3. P* IPOf 10-11 f*r. 12 
ran. 15, 2- (N Twotoo Davies, Chetwnham). 
TMk £4.70; £180, £1.70. £110. DF: £1720- 
CSR £28.05 Tna £800. Mt SaceteM. 


3J50: 1. CHAPRASSI U Loner) 6-1; 2. 
Drawn Hda 20-1 3. Red BtSZor 4^ far. 
11 ran. 3Vi. If:- W Pipe, WeUn^n). Tote 
£8.50; £240. £2.00. £130. DF: £61 3a 
CSF: £95.44 Nft Better Than BAs. 
Qundpot £49-30. Flonepob £26100. 
Place 5: £ 135.74. Place 6: £ 28457. 

HEXHAM 

ua i bosh Gaff in supple) 12 - 1 2 . 

S HOWS 11-8 tar, 3- Wbby Bank 14-1, 
ran. 6, 25. (P Bboukm, Btanartw). Tete 
£ 19 90 ; £4.00, £180. £3.40. Dual t Wy 
£2050. Compute Ssalgv Forecaac £27^, 
Trfot £6480. 

1B0: ICORStDNRAMBOfT Reed) 9-2 jt- 
tar, 2. HeddMHaogto 10-1' 3. Gotenlra 92 
t-te. 13 hl 8 , hd. fl. Lre^j, CanuMRfcMU . 
Unte £6.70: £18q £233,1180. DP. gafln 
CSR £45.68. Trtcasc £19341. Trio: £7030. 

2JO: 1 FORBtDOEN TIME CT ReecQ d-6 
fan; 2. Eartymorathg U^it 7-2; 3, Chief 
Raider 14-1 9 ran. «<, 15. (L Luigo, Car- 


sport 

Britain’s 
women 
earn their 
reward 

Hockey 

bill colwi Li- 
re ports from Cape Town 
Great Britain 2 

Netherlands 2 


Great Britain showed tremen- 
dous character to come from be- 
hind twice in a bruising 
encounter to draw with the 
European Champions in the 
Olympic qualifying tournament 
here yesterday, moving signifi- 
cantly nearer to securing their 
ticket to Atlanta next summer. 

With Diane Renilson in the 
central defensive position for 
Karen Brown, Britain were put 
under pressure from the first 
whistle and it was no surprise 
when the Dutch took the lead 
in the eighth minute. A hard 
cross from the left by the Dutch 
captain, Wietske de Ruiter, was 
deflected high into the net by 
Suzan van der Widen. 

Britain wrestled their way 
back into the game with Jane 
SixsmiLh prominent, and 
equalised in the 26th minute. 
Rhona Simpson showing typi- 
cal Scottish tenacity to score for 

the third successive game. 

The Dutch were handed the 
lead three minutes into the 
second hall when a carelessly 
■ taken free fait by Renilson was 
punished by Jeannette Lewin. 
But Britain were on terms with- 
in three minutes as Dutch in- 
discipline was punished with a 
penalty comer and Sue Fraser 
crushed the ball home. 

Brown, who arrived back 
from hospital at the beginning 
of the day, has a fractured skull 
and will take no further part in 
uie lournamenL 

GREAT BRITAIN: J Thompson HDSwcft): S 
Fraser (Grave), J Atkins (BraOtord Swtthon- 
'i»nk. capO. D Ronison (EdnburgM. LCopa 
(Balsam befcesteri; M Davies (Sutton Cana- 
da Lite). P Roberfson (Grave). T Mor (Often): 
M Metals (Skuflji). J SteEmBfa (Sutton Cana- 
da Life), A Bennett <Stou£i). Sntette f t ge 
inert: R Stepson (Ednbutfu.S MacDonald 
'Glasgow Western), c Cook [ Hi^mwm). 
NETHERLANDS: S De Hei|; E Haisboer; D van 
der Bao&anJ, M Vossen. S Pteaman: J Lewn. 
F Steenbcf^w. M Teeuwer; S van der Wle- 
len, E Kuperc. W de fester (cam). Substi- 
tutes used: W Fortum. M Dannere. 
Umpires: R Chains (US). J McOtmock (Can). 

D esnlts, Sporting Digest, page 31 


£10m bid for 
Whitbread 
race glory 

Sailing 


STUART ALEXANDER 

A £10m bid to win the next 
Whitbread Round the World 
Race was announced in Stock- 
holm yesterday by EF Educa- 
tion, which will field two boats 
with all-male and all-female 
crews. 

The budget covers the pur- 
chase of the boat which came 
second in 1993/94, In Crum Justi- 
tia, another training boat, and 
the design and construction of 
two new boats for the race 
which starts in September 1997. 

England may provide one of 
the boat builders and be used 
as a training base. Already join- 
ing the team - though no sldp- 
peis are named - are Johan 
Salen and Magnus Olsson, who 
were with Intrura last time, 
and Mikaela von Koskull, who 
was with Heme ken. 

Sadly for home interest, the 
only recent British announce- 
ment was by a Southampton 
group called Pelagos Manage- 
ment. which is looking for 
funds, and, while the Whit- 
bread Race seems to have no 
shortage of interested high- 
class syndicates. It has struggled 
lo find major sponsors to mit- 
igate its own £10m-£l2m 
involvement in the race. 


Football 

7 30 unless sated 

UEFA CUP 1HBID ROUND Flat lag: Mian v Spar- 
a Prague (7.45). 

BOBD MIS LEAGUE OF IRELAND PrreMar 

DMataK Ornate v uco. 

FA YDUm CHALLENGE CUP Flrat round replay: 
Martsleto v WOlsal. 

PONTMS LEAGUE FMDMskac Unpoof vTon. 
mere (7.0). Saaonrt OtvWon: Brodloro v riud- 
dercfleU (7.0); Lacuter v Coremy (7.0i: 
Sundertand v Manchester City (7.0): Ron Vtae v 
York (7.0). 

AVON INSURANCE COAGRMHOH Flrcit DktWon: 
Ciysai Palace v Toaerhem (7.0t: Ipswcti v 
Ananal. 


REPRESENTATIVE MAICK Gtamorgui Under-23 
V New Zeatanrt Undei-23 Im Badger*. 7 01. 


Otter sports 

SNOOKSfe Royal iMrteuanoe UKChsmooretap 
Ipiestonl: utorto Ametair Chamomnip (Bnstoi}. 
BADMINTON: ScottiBfi Open (Kelvin Hall, 
Gtaseowi. 


nitfwretown). Tote: £3.70; £1.10. £ 1 . 20 . 
£4.4a DF: 12J50. CSF) £357. Tria £19,60. 

240: L RACHAEL'S OMfBI (L Wyer) 5-1; 
2. JajridBr 4-1; 3. TapoStBriorthracite 7-2 
jt-taL ID ran. 7-2 jt-taiCad&M* Promts*). io. 
ID. (TDyw, Dmtee). Tatra £1L80; £L60. 
£L60, £L0O. DF: £24.40. CSF: £24.83. Tri- 
cast £T2J7. rft Cftarijcia. Tna £49.20. 

3 J& L EASBY JOKER (Mr C Bonner) 
4-1: 2. Doxford Hut 20-1; 3. Krattwtow 
ID- 3- 11 ran. 2-1 tov KlStoior Lad. 10, 5- 
IS KnttewoU, MkMobOffll. Tote £6J90; 
£1.70. 0.00, £2.70. OF: £106.30. CSF: 
£71.07. Trieast £692.33. Tna £104.20. 

S4a L NORDIC PRHCE (RGartny) 5-1; 
2.Hra StBchar 1D-L 3. Wdrooth 1 M, is 
ran. 2-1 tai CafiemfcJi Dan. Vt, 3tt. (TTate, 
IffiSasra). fete £260; CUD. £3.50. £4JD. 
DF; £3000. CSF: £6331 Tna £49.40. 
QBat^Mt: Not won. Pool of £36.40 tamed 
forward to UttOttte todqi. 

Racapob £48.60. 

Ptaea 5; £47JJ6- Place & £88.38. 









INDEPEMIENT • THURSDAY 23 NQVEMHEB 


sport _____ 

We cannot be sure how 
but football could be wav < 


-per-view would take shape 
le mark in considering its pot 


At an advanced stage in this line of 
work it is essential to reject the pre- 
tentious notion of having seen and 
done it all before and that nothing 
can come along to startle toilers of 
long experience. 

What I have in mind is information 
received from New York yesterday 
concerning response to the contest 
Mike Tyson undertook against Peter 
McNeeley in Las Vegas in August 
upon his return to the ring after three 

years imprisonment 

Even allowing for the portents of 
renewed violence raised by Tyson's 
comeback, an astonishing fact is that 
the 5ght claimed 26 per cent - S96m 
(£62m) - of the total gross revenue 
generated in the US until then this 
year by pay-per-view television, and 
48 per cent of all returns in boxing. 


Two conclusions can be reached. 
One that Tyson is, irrefutably, the 
biggest drawing card in sport; the 
other that pay-per-view transmis- 
sions are not necessarily the bullion- 
pflers people connected with British 
sport, especially football, appear to 
imagine. 

A few years ago, thoughts about 
pay-per-view occupied most of a 
long conversation I had in New 
York with an old acquaintance, 
Bobby Goodman, when he was 
director of boxing at Madison 
Square Garden. “What many fail to 
realise about pay-per-view is that 
you can just as easQy show a loss 
as turn a profit," he said. That ap- 
plies as much to every form of 
entertainment - pop concerts, pro- 
fessional wrestling - as it does to 


boxing. If the subscribers bade off 
you are in deep trouble.” 

On the understanding that 
British viewers will eventually have 
to pay for selected entertainment 
how many recent sports events 
would have persuaded them to 
place an order? Doubtless, had it 
been' available, Tyson versus 
McNeeley. Eric Cantona’s return 
from suspension. Because of 
national fascination, probably -a 
few matches in the Premiership. 
Frank Bruno versus Oliver Me-. 
Cafl. Maybe some games from the 
European competitions. 

As we cannot be sure how pay- 
per-view would take shape here 
there is not much point in specula- 
tion, but football in particular could 
be way off the mark in considering 



its potential- Apart from any other 
consideration, there is. a geo- 
graphical problem. What appeals in 
Manchester, Liverpool ana New- 
castle does not necessarily exrite in- 
terest in London. 

If things were in place, which of 


McRae in 
control of 
his destiny 

Derick Allsop reflects on an ability to 
tame his wilder streak that made ail the 
difference for the world rally champion 






jK ' y'- r 


course they won’t be, you could 
probably sell Frank Bruno's de- 
fence of the World Boxing Council 
championship, scheduled for 16 
. March next year in Las Vegas, with- 
out trying. . . ' 

The projected gross viewing fig- 
ure for three possible Tyson fights 
next year rises to 56 per cent of the 
total pay-per-view returns from 
boxing. Of those who bought the 
bout against McNeeley, 39 per cent 
were new viewers. Some social sig- 
nificances drawn from the fact that 
65 per cent were white. 

Above all else, those figures em- 
phasise the extent of world-wide fas- 
cination with Tyson. The confident 
conclusion of Tyson's pay-per-view 
promoters, Showtime, is that if he 
had not pulled out of the contest 


■J" -‘'S 


atrainfrf Buster Mathis Jnr on 4 
November that was going out free 
on the fox network, their main 
rivals. Home Box Office would 
have i^t-gn a beating with Riddick 
Bowe versus Evander Hofyfield on 
the night. As it was HBQ 
reached 550,000 homes, bringing in 
around $21m. . 

Assuming that the New Jersey 

Gaming Board can be persuaded not 

to raise objections on the grounds 
of Don Kong’s indictment in their 
for insurance fraud, Tyson 
will finally get around to fighting 
Mathis on 16 December in Atlantic 
City. ■ 

It will be promoted by D onald 
in imp in alliance with a consortium 
of Atlantic City casinos and go out 
on Fox, who were thought to have 


pul up more than SlOm for the orig- 
inal date. _ • 

The sort of money involved has 
long since taken heavyweight btix- 
ingbeyond any normal fecal consid- 
erations in sport. . “If Tyson’s 
comeback goes according to plan, 
hjs earnings second time around 
could rise way beyond SlOOm,” a 
representative of Showtime said this 
week. 

When prominent in helping 
Sugar .Ray Leonard to surpass 
SlOOm in ring earnings, the Wash- 
ington lawyer. Mike Traynor, fore- 
cast . that the advance of 
pay-per-view television ensured that 
a similar figure would eventually 
come the way of afighter from one 
contest. It didn’ttake much to work 
oat that he had ’fykm in mind - r. 



They will tell you Colin McRae 
was bom to rally, but no one is 
bom to win and in rallying, 
especially, Britain has spawned 
worthy competitors rather than 
champions. Until Colin McRae. 

He has elevated himself 
above the rest, not only because 
of his natural devastating pace 
but because he had the nous to 
channel that talent The wayside 
is littered with the broken 
ambitions of the mercurial. 
Winners are made of sterner, 
more consistent stuff. 

McRae’s father. Jimmy, was 
an outstanding rally driver. He 
won the British championship 
five times and he recognised in 
Colin, at a very early age, the 
extra dimension of a potential 
champion. Others, like Malcolm 
Wilson, were less convinced. 

Wilson had served his time as 
Britain’s “latest hope”, only to 
stumble in the wake of the 
Scandinavians and Finns, and 
then the charismatic Spaniard 
Carlos Sainz. Wilson, according 
to seasoned observers, lacked 
the added commitment and 
concentration required to 
harness his gifts. Mistakes at 
critical moments cost raliys and 
championships. 

McRae, according to Wilson, 
also lacked the consistency to 
beat the best over the marathon 
course of a world championship 
season. He, too, made mis- 
takes at critical moments. 

“But I think Colin has 


matured and found that differ- 
ence,” Wilson now says. u He’s 
learned bow to judge a raDy and 
judge a championship. No one 
doubted his speed. That’s always 
been obvious. But the real 
champions know when to use 
their speed and when to settle 
for points rather than take un- 
necessary risks.” 

McRae's pace these past four 
days has been too much for 
Samzand the rest, and after los- 
ing almost two minutes with a 
puncture in Kielder he had to 
draw on that most fundamental 
of qualities. But it was always con- 
trolled, always assured, and, to 
Sana's dismay, always uxesstihfe. 

Sainz had to accept that and 
ultimately his heart was broken. 
The Scot extended his lead on 
the final day with the flourish 
of a champion. He is not only 
Britain’s first world rally cham- 
pion, but at 27, the youngesL 

Around the time of the in- 
augural world rally cham- 
pionship, in 1979, Colin McRae 
began satisfying his curiosity in 
motor sport on a motor bike. He 
began winning motocross races 
and the seeds of an obsession 
were sewn. 

He moved to four wheels in 
1986 and his progress was again 
swiff. Come his third season he 
was enjoying major success in 
British and Scottish competi- 
tions. In 1990 he was runner-up 
in the British Open cham- 
pionship and in each of the 



MIKE ROWBOTTOM 


An official has been banned for 
life and two others have been 
disc iplined by the Italian fed- 
eration for irregularities which 
caused a world-record long 
jump bv Ivan Pedroso to be 


; s - - ; • . ■ vtf" • - ! Lr •. Jf. , v 


No longer the nearly man: Colin McRae on his way to becoming the youngest world champion yesterday 


following two years he was 
British champion. 

His advance remained a fam- 
ily affair. Mother and father were 
usually out there in the forests, 
proffering advice and support. A 
younger brother, Alister, would 
also build a rallying career, and 
another son, Stuart, played his 
part as caterer. 

By now, however. Colin was 


making his presence felt on the 
world scene. He led the RAC 
rally in 1992 and 1993, but each 
time had to retire after crashes. 
Another worthy Brit, another 
nearly man, or so it seemed. 

At last year's Network Q 
RAC raDy, McRae took the lead 
again and stayed the course. He 
was the first British winner of 
the event since Roger Clark in 


1976. His next objective was the 
world championship. Despite 
problems early in the season, 
victory in New Zealand revived 
his aspirations. 

Wilson believes the significant 
rally in McRae’s season was the 
Australian, where he resisted any 
urge to reach out for an im- 
probable win and settled for sec- 
ond place. That was the turning 


point,” Wilson suggests. It cer- 
tainly convinced me he was 
ready for the championship- He 
is now not only the cmickest out 
there, he is the compete driver.” 
McRae acknowledges that 
transformation. “I’ve even 
calmed down away from rally- 
ing” said McRae, who has long 
sought recreation in adventur- 
ous and even wild pursuits such 


Photograph: David Ashdown 

as extreme skiing and water ski- 
ing. Tm not as crazy as I was.” 
He already has a pad in 
Monte Carlo and further wealth 
will doubtless come his way. 
Some things, though, do not 
change. Like his taste for “a 
good bash”. Last night he aban- 
doned his Subaru Impreza with 
only one intention: to have the 
biggest party of all time. 


The Cuban jumped 8.96 
metres in Sestriere on 29 July, 
with the wind assistance ap- 
parently inside the legal limit at 
1.2 metres per second But, to 
Cuban fury, the Italian feder- 
ation refused to submit the 
mark for ratification after film 
showed an official - Luciano 
Gemello - standing in front of 
the wind gauge during the 
jump. 

Gemello, a former pole 
vaulter, was banned for life 
and two event judges, Paolo 
Gugliemi and Denis Morino, 
were suspended for three years. 

Of 60 jumps in the long jump 
and triple jump events at the 
high-altitude meeting, only four 
were registered as within the 
legal wind speed limit, and 
three of those were Pedroso's. 
Federation sources said tech- 
nical experts usingwind-tonnel 
data had estimated the true 
speed at between three and five 
metres per second. 

Officials said that the case 
would be referred as a for- 
mality to the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation 
council, and that the record of 
8.95m, set by the American 
Mike Powell in Tokyo in 1991, 
would stand. 

The Italian federation won 
praise from several Italian 
newspapers for the findings of 
the inquiry, though not for the 
investigation’s speed. 


Ramprakash facing stiff competition from Crawley 


Cricket 

MARTIN JOHNSON 
reports from Bloemfontein 

It is now one month and five 
days since England arrived in 
South Africa, and the sense of 
achievement is a touch short of 
overwhelming. If time really 
does fly when you are having 
fun, then England, mentally at 
any rate, are still in the 
Heathrow departure lounge. 

Whshed out in the opening 
Tfest match, and with little mean- 
ingful match practice behind 
them, England filled their time 
yesterday with about three hours 
fielding practice (the nets were 
waterlogged), about 30 seconds 
ticking off a list of interesting 
things to do on a grey afternoon 
in Bloemfontein, and the rest 


of the day waiting for bedtime. 

Today, weather permitting, 
they find themselves with a 
medical condition almost un- 
known in modern professional 
cricketers - desperate for a 
game. Or in this case (the need 
to keep everyone involved hav- 
ing prompted them to alter the 
fourth day of the match against 
Orange Free State into a sepa- 
rate 50-over bash) two games. 

The loss to the weather of 
three consecutive Test match 
days, thought to be unique in 
South Africa, means that Eng- 
land will not be thinking too 
much about altering their side for 
next week’s second Tfest in Jo- 
hannesburg, particularly as their 
bowlets have yet to send down 
a single delivery in the series. 

However, the problematical 
No 3 batting position is again 


under scrutiny after Mark Ram- 
prakash’s failure in Pretoria, and 
while Raymond Illingworth is a 
man of many virtues, patience 
is not thought to be among 
them. In which case, the long- 
standing tradition of giving a 
player at least two chances may 
not necessarily apply here. 

John Crawley, like Ram- 
prakash. has not exactly seized 
the chances that have come his 
way, but he has had fewer of 
them, and there are also 
grounds for suspecting that, of 
the two of them, Crawley might 
just have the greater big match 
temperament 

Ramprakash arguably has 
more talent than any batsman 
currently pitying English cricket, 
but be avera^s less than 18 in the 
same number of lest matches, 
and while he has been unfairly 


treated in terms of continuity, not 
even Australia are prepared to 
wait indefinitely for a fruit to 
ripen. Runs mr Crawley in 
Bloemfontein may, therefore, 
be bad news for Ramprakash. 

There are, though, two dif- 
ferent arguments over Craw- 
ley’s temperament He came in 
to join Mike Atherton in the Syd- 
ney Tfest last winter with England, 
having lost the opening two 
matches of the series, in anoth- 
er dire mess at 20 fin* 3, and made 
72 in a life-raving 174 partaership. 

On the other hand, having 
been initially passed over last 
summer for the likes of Ram- 
prakash and Jason GaDian, Craw- 
ley was recalled for the final two 
Tests against the West Indies, and 
twice lost his off stump offering 
no stroke to Courtney Waish. 

Crawley, having followed the 


same path as Atherton through 
Manchester Grammar School, 
Cambridge and Lancashire, 
was not so long ago touted as 
Atherton’s natural successor 
as England captain, but he 
probably only made this tour on 
a split decision in selection. 

His urge to succeed, though, 
is no less than the hyper-dedi- 
cated Ramprakash. Since being 
identified m Australia as only 
slightly more mobile in the 
field than a sumo wrestler, 
Crawley has shed almost three 
stones m weight (largely on a 
coffee and fags diet) and has 
worked hard to extend his range 
of shot beyond the on-side bias 
which made him a compara- 
tively easy batsman for a top- 
class attack to tie down. 

Illingworth would ideally like 
to play only five specialist bats- 


men in this series, with Jack Rus- 
seU at No 6, which would leave 
no place for either Ramprakash 
or Crawley. However, as Ely can- 
not yet quite bring himself to 
trust his top five to make enough 
runs, Bloemfontein is a pivotal 
match for both of them. 

The next three days may also 
go some way towards deciding 
whether Devon Malcolm's role 
on this tour will eventually 
extend to something more 
meaningful than the team mas- 
cot South African cricket offi- 
cials are hoping for Malcolm to 
become an inspirational role 
model for young blacks, but so 
far you can almost hear the 
young blacks saying: “We 
already know how to pour 
drinks for white people, so 
maybe we’ll stick to soccer.” 

There may be something for 


Malcolm in the Springbok Park 
pitch, which is generally good 
for batting but also rewards the 
quicker bowlers with a bit of 
bounce, and Allan Donald - 
who is not playing here - has 
dented more than a few helmets 
on his home ground. 

First of all, though, the elec- 
trical storms having followed 
the England team here from 
Johannesburg, the tourists 
need some harder evidence 
that Nelson Mandela re- 
named South Africa the Rain- 
bow Nation for its newly 
enlightened politics rather 
than the fact that he spends 
most of his time wading 
around in galoshes. 

EHSLAHp (v Oranga Bg State, 

Stott* tndq, and nw 

day BOow earoo on Sondty: M « , 

(cantj. A i Stewart wkO. M R ftaniniatfi, G P i 
TMm. r A Smnh, j p Crawley, 0 Q Cork. P j 
Martin, m c lloa. r K Umgmrm. D E Mafcohn/ . 


William Hill 
award won 
by Feinstein 

Sports books 


This year’s William HD1 Sports 
Book of the Year was won by 
the American author John 
Feinstein for A Good Walk 
Spoiled which is published by 
Uttle, Brown. 

It is the first time in the sev- 
en years of the award that a 
book about golf has won. 
Feinstein wins £5,000, plus a 
free £500 bet, for his book 
about the inside world of the 
American golf circuit. 

OTHER BOOKS SHORFUSTED: Left 
Foot Reward by Gay Nefcon (Head- 
line). The Far Comer bv Harry Pear- 


ner by Hany ftiar- 

»n Iftjtue, Brown), Bug by Howard 
vwgx nJmeferm), The Prizef&itEis fiy 
Ailena Sciiulman Mrgn) and Out of 
Bounds by Lauren St John 
ffransworld). 



Cyclops has company as machine moves to replace net cord judge 


That endangered species, the 
net cord judge, may soon be re- 
moved from the line of fiie and 
replaced by technology. At 
W imb ledon and elsewhere 
there would be no more grit- 
ting of teeth and hoping not to 
be belted in the ear by a stray 
shot or knocked asunder by a 
careering player. 

A sensor system developed 
in Germany has successfully 
-completed a series of trials at 
tournaments on the men’s 
international circuit starting 
with the grass-court event in 
Halle in June and culminating 
at last week’s ATP Tbnr Cham- 
pionship in Frankfurt. 

Alan Mills, the Wimbledon 
referee, dedared the system, to 
have “worked beautifully" 
when officiating at the Euro- 
card Open in Essen recently. 

Small sensors are placed at 
parti end of the net and a 


John Roberts on 

the latest step In 
the march of 
tennis technology 

cable is fitted to a hand control 
operated by the umpire, who 
presses -a button when the 
server tosses the ball and re- 
leases it after the ball has 
crossed the net. A beep sounds 
if the ball [touches the net cord. 

Devised and manufactured 
by the Brauer brothers: who 
moved from east Germany to 
the Blade Forest region, the 
machine has been fostered for 
the past two years by their com- 
patriot Rudi Berger, one of the 
- world’s leading umpires. 

The system is called Trinity, 
Berger explained, because of 
the three parties it was de- 
signed to help: “The umpire. 



presence at the net has raised 
not the slightest protest from 
the players during the experi- 
ments conducted so far: 
“When the machine beeps the 


No job protections -'net. cord juries are on their way out - 


the players, and somebody else 
who sits at the net and gets 
hurt.” 

Monitoring a net cord can be 
a high-risk pastime, espedaDy 

when serves timed at ‘lip to 
137mph induce reflex retains of 


a similar velocity. Helmets were 
used at the United States Open 
last year, but obviating the need 
for a person to pul His or her 
neck on the line is a preferred 
option. 

The absence of a human 


ball has made contact with 
...the net cord,” Berger said. 
“They don’t raise their hands 
.to show that the ball was at 
least a foot above the net, like 
they used to.” 

Wimbledon and the three 
other Grand Slam to urnam ents 
are showing a keen interest in 
Trinity, which could become as 
commonplace as Cyclops, the 
“magic eye” service-line 
m ac h ine invented 15 years ago 
by a Briton, Bin Carlton. 

Cfyclops, while prone to 
phantom beeps if the control 
button is pressed at the wrong 
moment, has prevailed, al- 
though John McEnroe once' 
said lo an umpire, “I don’t want 


to sound paranoid, but thatr 
machine knows who I am.” -. ■ 
Berger emphasised that THn- . 
ttys bleep is not as loud -as 
Cyclops’s and that the time is 
different. “We wouldn’t wan £ 
any similarity.. The players 
might become very upset if 1 
they heard a sound winch re- 
minded them that they had • 
just served a fault” ’ 

Not all technological inno- " 
vari ous have proved successful. - 
TEL, an electronic Ifnp.- ralling ' 
system, was abandoned on the . 
eve of the 1993 United States 
Open after metal -objects"; 
caused the device to. beep. 

Player pressure persuaded - . 
officials to revise th&<ajgmal 
plan to use a skeletoncrew of . 
only three judges with an um- 
pire on the four wired edurts 
instead of the customary 10. 
One of the trinity would have" 
.monitored service net cords. 
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Collymore unable 
to make his mark 


Football 

MIKE- ROWBOTTOM 
West Ham United 
Liverpool 


Two sides went nowhere fast at 
Upton Park last night, although 
none of . the. 24324 spectators 
present complained. The action 
was unrelenting and entertain- 
ing, bat Liverpool, discomfited 
perhaps by the weekend’s 
Merseyside defeat, were like 
eloquent speakers who failed to 
complete a sentence. West 
Ham, striving for a voice, fluffed 
the few lines they were given. 

The home side took to the 
field buoyed by Saturday’s 3-1 
win at Bolton and eager to 
record only their second home 
win, following their defeat of 
Liverpool’s neighbours, Ever- 
ton, in September. 

They began brightly enough, 
blit in a lively opening period 
it was Liverpool - and notably 
Stan Collymore, brought in 
for the injured Ian Rush - who 
made the most impact. Colly- 
more, whose awkwardness and 
strength on the ball created 
problems for West Ham's de- 


fence from the start, might 
conceivably have had a hat-trick 
in the first quarter of an hour. 

Liverpool began to assume 
such control that when Robbie 
Fowler skewed the ball into 
touch after 25 minutes, a huge 
sigh of relief went round the 
ground. 

On the half-hour, the visitors 
went more seriously awry as 
David James, (heir 6ft 5 in goal- 
keeper, raced out of his box to 
clear the ball and ended up 
sending West Ham's Keith 
Rowland flying to the ground in- 
stead. James was lucky to escape 
with a booking. 

The incident seemed to rat- 
tle Liverpool for a while and six 
minutes later the West Ham de- 
fender Steve Potts nearly scored 
what would have been only his 
second goal in five years with a 
shot from 35 yards. 

Ian Bishop tried soon after 
from simil ar range and saw his 
deflected shot pass narrowty 
over the bar. Two minutes from 
the break, Fowler miscued an 
even dearer chance at the near 
post after Steve McManaman 
had played the ball in. 

Lwerpool resumed control 
after the break and after 53 min- 


utes, West Ham’s veteran de- 
fender, Alvin Martin, sudden- 
ly looked older than his 37 
years, as his header under pres- 
sure spun towards his own goal 
before being hadeed clear. 

Liverpool should have con- 
verted their superiority od the 
hour as after another smooth- 
ly logical transfer of the ball, 
they found Collymore as the 
spare man on the right. He 
should have done better than 
blasting the ball wide. 

For all the valiant efforts of 
local boy Danny Williamson in 
midfield, it looked as if West 
Ham needed a stroke of luck 
to score. They nearly had it af- 
ter 65 minutes, when Iain 
Dowie got a leg to Rowland's 
cross and the ball flew dan- 
gerously close to the angle of 
post and bar. 

When McM anaman tried to 

dribble through the entire borne 
defence 10 minutes from time, 
there was more than a touch of 
desperation about his efforts. 

Uteat Ham United (3-5-2): LflUosto; Pons. 
Martm, (taper; Parises. Bishop. Huffws. 
VMtemsan, Rcmtona; Dowse. Canoe. SuMO- 
tutea not mod: taacter, Slater. Seeley (go. 
Liverpool (3-5-2): James; Wngtt, Ruddock, 
Battr Jones. McManaman, McAtear. Barnes, 
Hartoess; Fowler. CWymora. SUbsritetoa not 
used: Thomas, Worrier, Kerredy. 

Referee : j winter (Cwwdand). 



West Ham's Tony Cottee frnds Ms way barred by Phil Babb (right) and Jason Mcfttaer 


Photograph: Robert Haliam 


Sheer simplicity for Everton 


GUY HODGSON 
Everton 

Queen's Park Rangers 


November does things for Ever- 
ton. Last year they lit Die blue 
touch paper at this time of the 
year and headed upwards and 
a third consecutive victory sug- 
gests more of the same could be 
on the way. Certainly Joe 
Rqyie’s claim that his side could 
make the Uefa Cup places sud- 
denly does not look so daft 
Last night they casually 
brushed aside a QPR team 


whose fragility is on a par with 
bone c hina. Indeed if you could 
quibble about Everton at all it 
was that they did not do a thor- 
ough demolition job, scoring 
only through Graham Stuart 
and Paul RideonL 

One of Everton’s qualities is 
their ability to suddenly burst 
out of their their prosaic image 
with a flash of briffiance and cer- 
tainly their 18th-minute goal 
was about as good as you can 
get- 

Anders Limpar hit a won- 
derful pass from the left flank 
that travelled a lull 50 yards be- 
fore landing behind Steve Yates 


in the path of Stuart. Such was 
the precision of the ball that the 
Everton striker had merely to 
extend a bool to lob Hover Juer- 
gen Sommer. It was pure Route 
One but glorious for it. 

There was a simplicity, too, 
about the second goal, the ball 
travelling from Sommer's clear- 
ance and back into tbe QPR goal 
with two touches. Joe Paririnson 
headed forward and Rideout 
beat Sommer from 20 yards 
with a low half-volley. 

Rangers, meanwhile, had 
managed only two chances by 
half-time, volleys from Trevor 
Sinclair and Matthew Brazier 


that were slopped at dose range 
by Southall. 

The match appeared won and 
Everton assumed a casualness 
after the interval that allowed 
QPR to gain an ascendancy that 
bad looked beyond them. En- 
couraged, the visitors brought on 
Daniele Dichio to lead then- 
line which gave them a focal point 
for their attacks, the impression 
was, however, that it was too late. 

Barton W-4-2V: Saudi* Jsctaon, 9at vw- 
son, Unswarth; Kanchetetts, Ebhrwt, Pariort- 
son, Umpar RUeos, Sun. SntasflliriBS not 
treed: ttnchddfe, Home, Amckaert. 
Queen's Parte Rangers (4-4-2): Sommer; 
fleecy. fees; Matt*, Ctefe (McDonaU. 82); 
knsey. Barter. Zefc, tarter Gotten, Sinclair 
(Otcrso. 52). Sntettlete not ugmfc WWans. 
Rn feraa c P Parson (lerceattr). 


Chelsea’s cause advanced by Newton 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 

Chelsea 

Bolton Wanderers 


Chelsea's troubles were con- 
fined to their directors last 
night The boardroom battle of 
words continues apace, but at 
least there was relief on the 
pitch as struggling Bolton were 
finally dispatched with a goal 
three minutes from time. 

Ken Bates, the club’s chair- 
man, was absent ill and his 
boardroom adversary, Matthew 
Harding, may have been suf- 


fering from temporary blindness 
such was tbe flashbulb reception 
when he arrived to take his seat 
at the ground. Harding has 
promised, to democratise th? - 
dub by introducing a members’ 
vote fw chairmanship should he 
wrestle control while Bates’s 
notes from his sickbed in tbe 
programme asked his rival to 
outline spending plans. 

This internecine strife at the 
Bridge seemed to translate itself 
to the field in the early stages. 
Chelsea's territory was a safe 
haven after 11 minutes lor the Ser- 
bian Sasa Currie, who advanced 
unhindered and accepted John 


McGinlay’s return pass before 
h eating Dmitri Kharm with ease 
to put the visitors ahead. 

Chelsea’s response was equal- 
tyfluent six minutes later, David 
Lee continuing a run from the 
back to slide home a cross from 
Dan Bctrescu. Petrescu added 
another assist 15 minutes into 
the second half while the home 
side were still seething follow- 
ing the denial of a penalty 
award which earned Mark Stein 
a booking for a dive. The Ro- 
manian’s weighted ball across 
the free of the penalty area was 
stroked in off a post by Gareth 
HalL 


The advantage was short-lived 
however, as eight minutes later 
Scott Green was the second de- 
fender to find himself in strange- 
ly advanced territory. He beaded 
home purposefully from Jimmy 
Phillips’s cross. The decisive mo- 
ment of the evening was anoth- 
er header, this one provided in 
the 87th minute by Eddie New- 
ton from Marie Hughes’s cross. 

Ctakan (4-4-2): Khartn; Kal. Johnson. Lee. 
Dutseny; Petmscu, Burley, (Spaceman, 77). 
Norton. Wte; Sum (Furlong, 71). «u£ies- 
Subtflt i ite not used: Htthcot* <00, 
Bolton Wawterere (4-4-2): Branegan; Tag- 
Bormson, Fatakxjgv Qeen; PHifoG, PE»- 
lereon, Curoc, Todd; McGimey, Thompson. 
Stftstitatesoot iMt Dnsor (00. Stakes. 
McAnespte. 

Roforae: G Pofl (Hertfordshire). 


Ancona’s 
coach says 
he mil sue 

Ancona’s coach, Massimo Cac- 
dalori, said from his hospital 
bed that he will sue Binnmgharo 
City players who, he alleges, 
badly beat him last week dur- 
ing a brawl following the dubs’ 
Anglo-Ilalian Cup match, which 
Bi rmingh am won 2-1. 

The Ancona deputy prose- 
cutor, Maria Inti tan, has begun 
an investigation into tbe case. 
Cacciatori suffered serious fa- 
cial injuries that he claims 
were caused by being punched 
and kicked in the dressing- 
room. 

In Rome’s sports daily Coniere 
dello Sport yesterday, Cacria- 
tor i alleged that I Jam Daish 
punched him in the free and that 
at least five other players joined 
Daish in kicking him as he fefl. 
The coach, who has a broken 
cheek and a gash under the left 
$ye, was quoted assaying: “It was 
a wfld beating. I waspunebed and 
kicked for about 30 seconds." 
Daish has denied involvement. 

A magistrate yesterday 
banned from aD football grounds 
for five years the spectator who 
confronted goalkeeper Kevin 
Pressman on the pitch during 
Sheffield Wednesday’s Coca- 
Cola Cup match at MflhvaB last 
month. Kenneth Humphries ad- 
mitted shouting at Pressman but 
denied making a death threaL 


Bassett in attack 
on Blades 'apathy’ 


GUY HODGSON 


Dave Bassett’s frustration with 
the financial problems at 
Sheffield United boiled over 
yesterday and probably her- 
alded the end of his time at 
Brain all Lane. His position is 
less tenable than at any time 
since he became manager in 
1988. 

-It’s a ridiculous situation,’’ 
he said. “Nobody cares orwor- 
ries about what’s going on here. 
1 have never been at a club 
where absolutely nobody cares 
at ah. It’s definitely the most dif- 
ficult situation I have bad as a 
manager.” 

Bassett has been provoked by 
a number problems, not least of 
which is tbe team's lowly posi- 
tion m the Fust Division. A pro- 
posed takeover by the 
Manchester businessman Mike 
McDonald is dragging on, work 
is yet to start on a new stand and 
the finances of the dub are in 
such a debcale position that they 
have twice had to go to the Pro- 
fessional Footballers’ Associa- 
tion for money to pay the 
players. 

“Tbe spirit is the worst I have 
ever known it in my time here," 
he said. “It’s the worst it’s been 
at any club I’ve been aL But re- 


alty what can you expect? Eight 
weeks into a takeover there’s no 
stand and no money. No direc- 
tor is interested, and the play- 
ers can’t even be paid- Tbe dub 
has apathy written all over it and 
the players are being dragged 
down by it" 

The Blades have lost 11 of 
their 17 League matches and 
gates are below 10,000. 

Stan Collymore ’s fig ht to ex- 
tract £575,000 from No ttingham 
Forest over his record £8 -5m 
transfer to Liverpool has been 
put oa bold after Forest pro- 
duced new evidence they believe 
will prove he engineered the 
move. 

Collymore daims Forest owe 
him five per cent of that fee phis 
a £150,000 loyalty bonus. His 
case is that he did not ask for a 
transfer in writing. An inde- 
pendent tribunal scheduled for 
today has been postponed. 

MillwaU have signed the 
Watford right-back Gerard 
Lavin, 21, for £500.000. 

■ The Colombian interna- 
tional Albeiro Pico Hernandez 
was shot dead in Medellin yes- 
terday. The 23-year-old de- 
fender, who played for Club 
Envigado, was hit by seven 
bullets as he was leaving home 
for an earty-moming training 
session. 


Jenkins’ boot wins ugly contest Shaw suffers serious injury as Bristol buckle 


Rugby Union 

TIM GLOVER 

Pontypridd 

Milan 


Exotic days in Whies: Jonah 
Lomu appearing in Blaina; a 
galaxy of stars in Llanelli for 
Ieuan Evans’ testimonial and 
last night Milan in Pontypridd 
for the inaugural Heineken 
European Cup. It was the first 
such match in the Principality 
and Pontypridd became the first 
Welsh dub to record a victoiy 
but what a desperate, ugly affair 
it was. 

Neil Jenkins kicked eight 
penalties and converted the 
only try of the match while the 
visitors had a player sent off Far 
Milan, already beaten by Lein- 
ster, it was arrivederchL 


An extraordinary row before 
the start must have left the 
sponsors wondering whether 
they bad entered a brave new 
commercial world or amateur 
night in the sticks. Heineken, as 
they have dose in the other 
matches in tbe Cup, expect tbe 
reams to play with a Gilbert ball 
marked wito tbe compaiiy'skigo. 
Pontypridd stubbornly refused, 
arguing that they had not had a 
chance to practice with the 
Heineken version even though 
their own was also a Gilbert. 

One of the central figures in 
a dire first half was the referee 
Brian CampsaD as he issued a 
flood of penalties in attempting 
to keep an ill-tempered game 
under controL The result was 
simply a display of goal-kicking 
between Jenkins and his oppo- 
site number Dominguez. 

Jenkins kicked five penalties. 


Dominquez three as Rmtypridd 
led 15-9 at the interval. Jenkins, 
who also hit the post with yet 
another attempt, was assisted in 
his role by Italian indiscipline. 

The second half was not 
much better with another spate 
of penalties. Campsall finally 
lost his patience, sending off 
Giovanelli in the 68th minute 
for butting. Mercifully, Ponty- 
pridd, having put the boot in 

the”stfletto witlf^tiy^om 
David Manley. 

Pontypridd: Tty Martm; C o n rw wlnn Jenk- 

ln Innliim (n) lOmi martini 

Dorringpez (4). 

ftontyprtdd! C Carmack: D Manley, J Lews. 
S McIntosh, G Jams; N Jenkins, PaJ John; 
N Bearn (capt). NEynon,G Pross- 

er, U Rwtof, M Sprier (R Ccflns, 205, M ItofS, 
P Thomas. 

MBw F WSams; M Ptatanta. F Gomel. M 
Tammasl, Maicefio Cuttftta; D Dorunguez. M 
Bonomt; Massimo Cuttftta (capt), A Mwwv 
flonl, F Propotn. P Pedrort, F BarrU, D 
Benata, G Mrimo. M Gkwandl. 

Refeme: B Campsal (Hattn). 


STEVE BALE 

Bristol 

Transvaal 


Simon Shaw, the 6ft 9in England 
A lock, seriously dislocated his 
left ankle as Bristol subsided to 
defeat by South Africa's great- 
est - but also greatly below 
strength - provincial side at 
tbe Memorial Ground last night 
The injury-prone 22-year-old 
will almost certainty have to miss 
the rest of the season. 

Someone up there did not 
want this game to finish the right 
side of midnight. Tbe kick-off 
had already bom delayed by 15 
minutes in order to accommo- 
date the hundreds queuing out- 
side and then after eight 
minutes there was a partial 
floodlight failure. 


With so many in the ground, 
the only decent thing the teams 
could do was to agree to play on. 
So, even though the fused lights 
were still not working, the game 
restarted in sepulchral gloom af- 
ter a break of eight minutes. 

Transvaal had been unhappy 
with the officiating of another 
West Country referee when 
they lost at Leicester, and last 
night Ashley Reay too had no 
trouble identifying South 
African transgressors even in 
the darkness. 

Transvaal thereby found it 
hard to build any momentum 
and Bristol although without 
the injured Martin Cony and 
their Welsh recruit Arwel 
Thomas playing sevens in 
Dubai, were regularly able to 
boot themselves in two decent 
attacking positions. 

Not that they then did much 


with them, other than to turn to 
Mark Thin ton, whose outside- 
half place has gone to Thomas, 
to lock penalties. This he did 
three times in the first bait 
whereas Joe Gillingham trussed 
twice for Thwsvaal before suc- 
ceeding at the third attempt 

There followed a third delay 
while the stricken Shaw re- 
ceived prolonged attention be- 
fore being carried off on a 
stretcher and then taken away 
by ambulance. Last season a 
knee injury put him out of the 
World Cup. 

Thansvaal contained three of 
the Springboks who beat Eng- 
land - Mulder, Dalton and 
Wiese - but you would never 
have guessed until Japie Mul- 
der’s penetrative run set up a 
critical try for Lee Stewart 
Gillingham’s conversion was 
followed by a Thin ton penalty 


and three by Gillingham, and 
Transvaal added a penalty try 
when Bristol did not retire at a 
penalty in front of their posts. 

The South Africans would 
have reinforced their steadily 
growing superiority when 
Charles Rosso uw peeled off a 
maul to touch down in the cor- 
ner - but Reay had whistled at 
precisely the wrong moment to 
award a scrum to Transvaal. 
Bristol: PenoMas TaMsn 4. TranswafclUM 

Stamn, penally toy. Convwstona Grtn0nm 
2. Pao a ritoa &nng h a m4. 

Bristol; P HrtteapO; J Kejaer, N ManaL DVJm& 
G Share MTar*on.KBracftBn; A Stern MRo- 
gn, Drtrtsro. S Shw (P Mams. 38), G Airier, 
C Barrow. E Roi&tt, J Pearson. 

TRANSVAAL: J Gffinghan (Tochnkon); A 
Honan (Raxtocoort). j Ifeider, C Echortz, 
J Louw; L von Ranabuqr Otend AMoura Uni- 
vwstty), J Adtan (Randfanran): C Camphor 
(Wanderers). J Dalton. 1 Hnttineh (Rand 
A M ta a na Unrveraty). J Wiese leapt. Pirates), 
P van Westiofib (Rand Afrikaans Unwmtty), 
Charles Rossauw (Gerrnston), L Kto wrt 
(Roodepoori), D Kruger (Rand Afrikaans IJra- 
uersity). B op to ca m ool; P Ho ffm a nn (RAU) for 
van Ransburg. 77. 
nefao c c A Reay (Frame). 


Clark is 
dazzled 
by youth 
culture 

Glenn Moore on a 

night that finally 
came right for 
Nottingham Forest 

Success in European football 
usually requires the son of wis- 
dom and resilience only gained 
through experience. Some- 
times, however, “the naivety of 
youth” can make the difference. 

It did for Nottingham Forest 
in their Uefa Cup third-round 
first-leg tie against Olympique 
Lyonnais on Tuesday. “The 
naivety of youth” was Frank 
Clark’s description of the qual- 
ity Paul McGregor and Bobby 
Howe brought to his team just 
as it appeared they would have 
to settle for a goalless draw at 
the City Ground. 

It was a quality which had 
been lacking in Forest's ap- 
proach play. While organisation 
is a prerequisite of good de- 
feadrng it does not always ap- 
ply in attack. Forest, with Bryan 
Roy unfit and the imaginative 
Lars Bohinen and unpre- 
dictable Stan Collymore else- 
where, were too obvious. 

Enter McGregor, 20 and yet 
to start for Forest and Howe, 22 
and with just two foil appear- 
ances, both more than a year ago. 
They bad pace, enthusiasm and. 
most importantly, an absence of 
fear. Howe won a penalty and 
McGregor scored from it, fol- 
lowing up after Stuart Pearce’s 
shot had been blocked. 

Their success suggested For- 
est's strength in depth was not as 
thin as had been feared. Such has 
been the side's consistency few 
young players had been given a 
chance in recent seasons - only 
one of the starting XI was under 
24 and that was Chris Bart-Wl- 
liams, arguably the most experi- 
enced 21 -year-old in the game. 

u We do have some good 
young players at the dub." Clark 
added. “T have been looking to 
reduce the squad to give them 
opportunities. McGregor’s best 
position is wide right and if it was 
not for Steve Stone he would 
have been in the team before 
now. He is quick and scores goals. 

“Howe was an England youth 
international who has not pro- 
gressed as quickly as he should 
have. I sent him on loan to Ket- 
tering last year, to be under Gra- 
ham Carr. He needed someone 
to bring him down to earth and 
show him what life was all 
about Graham is not known for 
his subtlety in dealing with Tess 
committed’ players." 

Clark said Howe’s best posi- 
tion was “just behind the centre- 
forward, where Bryan Roy 
plays". Roy had a cartilage op- 
eration yesterday which may 
give Howe (who prefers Bobby 
to his given name of Stephen) the 
chance to play in Mondays 
game with Manchester United. 

However, come the second 
leg m 12 days' time, Clark is like- 
ty to prefer experience and 
play just Jason Lee, who should 
have recovered from a thigh in- 
jury, in attack. A draw will take 
Forest through but it will not be 
easy. Lyon looked dangerous at 
times; their predominantly 
young team (six pliers under 
24) pushed forward m numbers 
and shot on sight. More will cer- 
tainty be beard of the promis- 
ing striking pair, Florian 
Maurice, 21, and the teenaged 
Ludovic Giuty. 

Forest are England's only 
remaining European represen- 
tatives but Clark said: “Thai 
does not any mean extra pres- 
sure for us. If week) well it will 
raise the profile of Nottingham 
Forest but it will not alter peo- 
ple's perception of English foot- 
ball. England would need to 
win, or at least do well, in Euro 
*96 to do that.” 
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GeOf^adts 38 

Porto cii 2 — 

Dnfewc 11 P0dna3,34 

Carta 56 25,000 

CROUP B 

Sprit Moaeow Cl) —3 (O) 

Mem cftw28 35,000 

NMbnw47 

Mamedov 54 

flWtoiA Oofln Hamby sent ot 78 

Hnantio r K C2) — 4 la0M Wanar KB - 

gtowd.17 

taoteMi45 

Jakobsane* 


PHD L F A Ptt 

_5 S O O 14 4 15 

-6 2 1 2 5 7 7 

J ] O 3 10 12 6 

-501417 1 


GROUP C 

Rasim £1) 1 S Bootaratf (0) — 1 

e*cuffia32 jte» 

30. gag 

JBMOtas (01 1 B DwtntMd CU 2 

EMPNmSO Zoic 29 

25000 (taken 64 

PWDl F A PB 

JWMtoa 5 4 0 1 15 4 12 

BOtetoand 5 2 2 1 6 6 8 

SBodumet 5 111 2 5 5 

Rangra I 5 0 2 3 4 12 2 

GROUP D 

Faranoaraa (SB 3 Qt*>r Bate* (1) 3 

Wren 20 SuOtr. 22 

Lsbk 24 GombeHf 48 

Nyfespen 86 IMhini6« 

15.000 

BmI Madrid 10) 0 Ajax CU — * 

70.000 Lrtmanen-20 

KUHstra 

m CUP FIST HOUND 

MUacfem ( 0 ) o Cwa n. 7 

Adeooia 63 
Urisworth 82 

Owe home » MansSafef 
FRST ROUND RB’UY 

Fontana* (0) — 0 BretofenlCU * 

3JBI SnMfl 30 

lB!fer52. 76 
Bant 72 

tanttaf aufe> » HMiwacrtft. 


IM Pino SO 
35400 

JuveuUu _ 
B Dortmnd . 
SBodumat. 


ASter 20 
loses 24 
Nyfespen86 


FA CARLINS I 

Ctefeee CU- 

Lee 15 
Hal 56 
Newton 85 
Cowad ry (01- 
23.400 


Barton Q) 
Sajon 18 
RkJeout37 
Mm C*y (0) 
QukinBB 


I BoBoolU 

Curate 10 
Green 68 

17.495 

> Han (M CU — 
Inrti27 
McCMr47. 78 
Bectaam 67 

QPRP) 

30/309 


qSmSS 23.617 

Wont Kara (0) 0 LtagoollW 0 

BJDSLEMH INSURANCE t£A6W 

hrstdmsion 

r rirtirn P) 3 Wotaa (0) — _ — 2 

Ata»wilfl3.49 Vtomtgp pan B4 
i9*n Youn*63 

liUHlrfi (O) -1 Boot h e n d OT 1 * 

SEm*T j*g 7 60 

Stoke Cl). 1 Smdortatol (« 0 

Via dace 21 11.754 

T»gnnirr fir a port veto ( 0 ) 

AtondBiai. ra 

BOUS SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
pSBffER DIVISKM 

E2r!> w — , rS! km 

SffiSSSSffliMBSi 

KS£5SSSiii22.‘?iS2 

3 1 M0w Cup. C nflff vCtetotem 

^UEOF CUP OtaO On* ftat' wext 

Q "* 1 

SsSKSSrs 

4 Hula 

hem 4. 1 Cnteto « 

0 Baron 4. Ffcet DMalod: BredfrinJ (ta 3 Eaa- 


Parrott wins 
at a canter 
from Thome 

Ssootor 

John Parrott cleared another 
hurdle at the Royal Liver As- 
surance UK Championship at 
Preston yesterday but admit- 
ted: “If I was a horse there 
would probably be ah investi- 
gation.” 

Parrott, who headed off 
Willie Thorne 9-3 to reach the 
last 16, insisted: “IVe been so 
unreliable this season I'm sure 
they will be hauling me before 
the Jockey dub. But I'm de- 
lighted to get the first two 
matches under my belt.” 
Parrott began the second 
session with a 7-1 advantage 
and though Thome made 
breaks of 68 and 57 to come 
bade to 7-3, Parrott finished off 
the match in another 32 min- 
utes. 

D ennis Thylor rolled back 
the years with a vintage come- 
back victory over world No 8 
Darren Morgan. Thylor bat- 
tled back from 8-5 down to : 
win 9-8. 


B adin faito n 

Lancashire’s Chris Hunt has foiled to 
neachlheWoridGrandPrixiinalsinSin- 
®iponi - after deckling not to play in the 
Scottish Open, the final quaOiying event. 
Fared with Simon Archer, he is ninth in 
the men’s doubles rankings, and 10th 
in the mooed doubles, with Gifian Gow- 
ers, but orty the top eight pairs for each 
event qualify 

Basketball 

NBA: Tomato 302 Seaffie 97; Cteatt 108 
Dates 102 (op: Denver 107 Atlanta 9% Port- 
land 109 LA Leken 108. 
EUROPGANCHAfrWIONSCUJBS’CUPaBari- 
ft m ae rie*. aroupB:PBnatfi(no4o6(Gn 79 
Ctbone Z*0eb (Qoa) 61. 

1 Boxing 

; PROFESSIONAL PROMOTION (Sheffield) 
frwt Bgt wuteii weight rifle; G Beardsley 
(Briperi (bewwAh R State* (Northampton). 
6-rd mpef-atohBeweigbt: D Redford 
(Hemswutfi) bt D Sunnis (Manchester) pts. 

Cricket 

TOUR MATCH (Mack*y. Aus, ttat ifey of 
few): Queenrianl 277 fry 7 (J P Maner 50. 
A Symonds 73) v Sri Lflrto. 

Football 

Die Football Association win "continue 
to monitor Brighton's ftiture plans af- 
ter a meeting rtth dub officials at Lan- 
caster Gaia yesterday. The dub, who 
have sold their Gotdstone ground for re- 
deuetapmerrt. Bid the ft they intend 
to stay in the Br&iton area. 

Man SbtH)s,the24wdd central de- 
fender, has signed an e xte nsi on to Ms 
contract which will tie hen to Bolton un- 
tfl the midde of 1998: Keith Gillespie’s 
new contract keep him ft Newcastle 
until 1999. 


Pk Ul on: AMenrtot 6 Ban _ 

Beridumaad 2; Chestem 2 Wtyte te a te % 
maim 2 Odaitl Oly 2 Second DMrinr Bert- 
lonl 3Dgtaig 1. ItiW Wvhlfla. Cove 3 Wingate 
and Rncftoy l; Mn^bury 0 Hertbra 2. Cariten 
Qto feat ieanto Chenwy 0 veort 2 Hendon 3 
St Afaans 4; Stwnas 0 MMon and Heratem l- 
Saeend rowMfe Btoiopl S&rfrM 3 IttcHn Town 
0; irtama Unned 3 Oitadi Hamlet 0: Wtabley 
2 Leyton Perawt 3. Poxtponaafe tays v Mar- 
icqr. UMBoad laapa Prantar DfvMon Buton 
1 Leek 2; Ovatey 1 Manna 1; Emlayl Btriti Spei- 
tane 3; MoHock 3 taaetey 0. Ptorideofa Cop 
tint ioan± Bwitar Bndea 4 Wamnann 1. teat 
DMatoB Ha mgato Town 1 F arete? 6. Ffrat ot- 


Dtiiktar fttorian A Dtanwnda 2 Baton 0. Ifld- 
wnd dMbIok Lynn 0 TanMOrthS. Uafat 
Suasea Cmrtgr Le^pe Fkat Dtvisfan: Bu^ss 
M 4 feigner 1; Shoratem 2 Lamcy Sports 3; 
WUt 7 Horatan YMCA 2. Jetoi tfHan laarew 


lod Hanley 7 
Buaea^Ll 


1 0 Navcarta Town 4. 
BWtGteaopNantiEnd 


Mrentem 0 Btobach 6: Fe&eto-a 1 Here«h and 
PBHwalon3: N o —n ai tel3 Ito w t i B 0. MeA* 

— -■ — Hhck- 




SSSSISi 

3; Mntees Bbeksma 35* Need 1; S and L Oor 


Maw FWm 3 Cana 2 Badwel 2 OKpateam 
2. Lee PHBpa Cope Wexauy 3 A m ot a ir y O. BL 
Cortabara V—e Seeood narett Hettan 5 Oe- 
Mtt A&en U CkeatBr-MaBH 5 Whatowm it Duv 
Bon fB 2 Caimd Land 0: Enrgen CoBeiy 2 

Cteen Town L S aeorekmnd rertayr West Auto- 
text 2 VWUta Amaew 1: tfecktay AtMedc 0 
Raaxfc^Saoowto w ortfil Ranees liaeftOto- 
tan Si Pear 2 l^rnn 0; Bredffidl l Teuraon 
2. Tooto ft* Sooond Mood: IfeMflastBrUltf 

3 HMhamam 1; Ourtt Fwk Rar^an 1 Cwrifl 
0: Swriedand 4 Crear Ateantfra a PWUns 
innim Tnrr— 4 lfc — *~r 

2. Ilta DMrin 5aeittnpe 4 ChestefieM % 
DmeasHrOSivewriwyl.*«nlRreBaaeaCB» 
DteariH Hnt DritotoK Nkrttfedan 0 QPR L 


Hockey 

Great Britain play Argentina, the pan- 
America champbns, at RBdfing tonigit 
in the first of two internationals providing 
the last chance for players to win a place 
In the Olympic squad for the qualifying 
tournament In Barcelona In January. 
ARQantU {a 68 rirtdfcifc at RaaOtf, 
tooM*. 7-30): P MorWrai R Scfirren. J Quere- 
Mto. E nibs, F Monesl, M CWdes, G Oraeco. L 
Baccara, J LomU. G Muir, R Pam G Minsdeo. 
M Afcnada, A Dotarv (eaoO. D Rlc. D Chtodo. 

lea bockey 

NHU NY Range's 9 Pbe 4 u 0 i 4; Bto&si 5 IMn- 
fupee 4; Rortde 4 Nan Jersey 3; Pifedebtfe 5 
Los Ansetea 2 toromo 5 St UMb & WUNnemn 
3 San J«e 2; Anahem 3 CM&ry 2 


Motor racing 


Jacques ViDeneuve , the IndyCar tnte 
holder, marked Ns first drfie in a Fbr- 
miia One Wilfiams-Renairtt by upst%- 
lr^ Michael Schumacher, now wtth 
Ferran, during testing in Estoril yester- 
day. VSfenauve. whose fastest lap wes 
i-w.«h mrraites, rtll join Damon Hifi 
next season, drMngfor Wtoms-Renautt. 


Pools 

umBwoocfettatoriirtrwTiaiitf n.Ttnnq 

23 £24.00. 22 £3X5. FOa WrtK £LB0- T«n 
boons: {85220. Ri» aw** £6686. 
VEBWOWS: llretfec 24pto £425.60. 23 £1X25. 
10 homac £43580. BmMjto £BL10. 
BHIENSe TMto: 24pic£46JXL23 £L5a few 
draw £150. few rtreyw £ 210 . 00 . Bt*t 
haniirr £2SJft 

anBSifirifer-MrHmnn5,23£i8aB>rt 

uti n- t~ - — J — a . 40 mmt fw aw 

£26. ea few rtreya ; £5580. 


Rugby Union 

Wade Dooley the former England lode, 
is returning id his old club, Preston 
Grasshoppers. He has ageed to hefp out 
in a coaching capacity and wts play In 


Saturday's match at Lwarpooi St Helens. 
Brian Moore, the discarded England 
hooker, wfll captain London’s team to 
ptay the North at Wakefield on Satur- 
day in the second nxmd of the CIS Di- 
visional Championships. Moore is one 
of seven changes, inducting the entire 
front rw and the twitted®, to the team 
ttrat lost 36-34 to the Midlands last 
weekend. 

1DND0N (ir North. CIS DhWrtriChrtwfrmlfe, 
WafcolMd, Sot 2& Ho*): A rtatotafe tSm- 
censK 0 Otaty Qttoaulra). N Gremstock 
IWaspsl, P Mprtli iHBtfequfrn). S H atow 
IWaspw; D Paws CHarieqUrc}. A niwwmH 
(Wa^sl; S Brown (HarieqiJns). B Mown (Har- 
loquns. cask}, I Osntoo (Wfcspet, A Snow (Har- 
leqWnsi, S Shrew (Bristol). M Wblto (iMups), A 
Dlprosa (Sarecans). R JtoMto (Hartfeulns). 
SfEBCBODBEirs W b OsaMdrt UdmnliK. 
eRHw>itertteM^ww29Hodeceta£ 

BOW CHornrn FP): E Booo d W (R)tay). N Seal 

(Nudini (ton), M Dantfe Prteoo7Kl4ta> (Snr- 
feK ta; P tafeo (Cork OmflUian), N Hoom 
(T enras Q Itofe to (London hrii). J Hnr 

g 1 3 — * 3 - . K .. [ y cta ^ l> Btereri, M Pooto 
a«cesart, M Haaetadi), c SBrean (Gkwee- 
wrt. eS wtonow Wmps), I Mon tan Oonaon 
Scwtoh, capo. 

1DUR MATCtt Bnaoi 12 Trantoad 28. 

s^“fgssss?sr~” i7:M - 

HART flB toOTg FOUR COUHIKS CHAMPI- 
17 Greotet B6irtn»wm 33; 
ShiopAra ia Htares and HontanttHre 4a 


Squash 


•WOSW* WHI (KmcM) Fkstroowt: Jansv 
w Ittion (PUD h C VMr warn isaj 156 l&S 
17-15; R Etas Cfco) is CWUpnck CSA) 156 15-13 
U-15 15-11: ClMflcr^rO btUiw&nwn (PbW 
1S61S81SB; AFatewnieanlW btJBoM- 


» fFti 15-7 iw 15-8; P Greny (GrtUGRy- 
dhg (CtoO 15« 11-15 15-12 1586 T ttomta <B« 
bt S Rwz (Ser) 15-11 11-15 7-15 15-6: M 


Oefcre(En0«Si*8d3(&0 15-11156 15* 
2arek Jaten hten (Peh) tn KutwII Marimood fPakj 
15-5 15-11 15-12; M Cams (EngJR A Thorni 
fSwe) 11-15 15-7 15-11 15-7; Ur Zamen CU 
CPWO t* DJeram lAusi 12-15 15-12 1U15 15-11 
15-9: J Power {Can) bi P Steel (NZ) 15-1 15-7 
1S10; F UsanSaa V*8 h Htod Husswi (PtfO 


14- 17 15-11 14-15 15-7 15-13: StenwO Is- 
tan Kten CPaW bi H mens tGert 17-14 16-17 

15- 13 15-11; DHanfc (Eng) bi MCtaktUS) 15-7 
15-7 15-8; P Ned tSoo) M B Oaw (Aus) 15-13 
15-13 15-9; P Ryan MMAWrtaand Eng 15-2 


Snooker 

ROVALUVER ASSURANCE UR CtUMTOHSHP 
{PMo^SacandraunctCSmdlSctSbtMFta^ 
etoM (Erri 9-2: J Ftarau (Eng) In W tteme (Erw) 
9-3: R (TSuEwn (Eng * P Dams (Wan 9-4; R 
CSttaan (Eng) U P Dawes (Wall 9-4: D Tatar 
(N bn ts D Magan (HU) 96; s Hsndw tScoi H 
A Hanson (Eng) 9-3: N Bond (Eng MT Knowles 
{En0 9-4. 

Samo 

KYUSHU GRAM) TOURNAMENT (FUooka) UtA 
day oflfi: Opcfana (Man 7 losi 4) bi Taraska- 
twx» (7-4).- OtaKMa (7-4 ) m Daefeto »3): 
Hrtaraftna (B-SlHItaAio (2-9): Asanortm 1561 
M Tomonotena (4-7); AD&atna (7-41 m h- 
tetacfMoM (5-6); Knahma (7-4) fat AHnashma 
r7-4); Asanotaka (5-6) fat Kyotajdamn (3-8 ); Kb- 
( 6-51 fat kABtosan NammotBna C56) 
fat nor*®*! (4-7h waKasfaoyo (5-6) M Koabep- 
pu (561; ktorauni (3-SI fat DoeM Q-8): Unoiaml 
(4-71 fat Tachroaaha (4-7); MroBfr* tfrS) fat ftta- 
toM (4-7 k Tmancurt (7-4) fat Hatoiraasno (4-7H 

Kao (6-5) btTereo (3-B); Uusowma |56) H ho- 
urarita (8-3); Mu sa ate n ara 18-3) fat Kxnw 
ka (5-6); Henko (4-7) U Takano na mi (6-5); 
Wfakanotana (10-1) bl Hlgmousni (5-61; 
Taawuhaiu 19-2) m Asotateka (5-6). 

Itanls 

WOOD DOWS CHAMPIONSMP (Bnterao, 
Hath) flwt Grata: lTWtoodbnd^ and M Wood- 
Canto (Dun otTHo and B Stwen (US and mb 
57 53 6-i C Si* and D Vaoek (Ct Repj M M 
Knowles and D Nasttr (Ban and Can) 6-3 7-5. 
Bloo feoope J Banff) and P taairus (Nemj bt L 
Lotw tod J SBrcte2 lArgand Sp) 7-5 6-1; G Con- 
ne* and P Gataaub (Can and US) bt R tsadi antf 
S MeMte (USl 6-3 6-2. 


WBlgbOlflfag 

WORLD CHAWIONSHTS (ft rengrteu. Chba. 
ninnan ortyk Man's 83 k£ Sfefeh M Hus- 
ter pert 175-0 R5- Ctawi andjortc Omos 212A 
Totafc Danas 385.0. Wamaife 70 k« eatofe- 
ry: Snatcfc L Hor0un (Owe) 975 W On, 
and Jaric Tang 1275. Total: 1 Tang 225.0. 
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WHY THIS MAN’S HELMET WILL NOT SAVE HIM FROM EXTINCTION 

John Roberts on the latest tennis technology P a S e 30 



RAC RALLY: Scot masters the tracks of North Wales to pull away from Spanish rival and become Britain’s first 


McRae’s mastery makes history 


DERICK ALLSOP 


reports from Chester 


Colin McRae held his nerve and 
his ground through the most im- 
portant stages of his career 
yesterday and then cruised into 
Chester to lake his place in 
sporting history - as Britain's 
first world rally champion. 

The final, tense examina- 
tions of the Network Q RAC 
Rally, through North Wales, 
were negotiated with the as- 
surance that had distinguished 
McRae from the rest and. in 
particular, from his Subaru 
leam-mate, Carlos Sainz. the 
one man who stood between the 
27-year-old Scot and the title. 

McRae completed his mis- 
sion in the manner of a cham- 
pion: fast, decisive, imperious: 


he extended his lead to the last, 
eventually reaching here 36 
seconds dear of the Spaniard. 
He won 17 of the 28 stages, 
shrugging off the handicap of a 
puncture that cost him almost 
two minutes on the second-day. 

Having achieved the break- 
through of winning the RAC 12 
months ago, the first British win- 
ner for IS years, McRae was 
favourite to repeat that feat this 
week. This time, however, the 
championship, the ultimate 
landmark, depended od the 
outcome. Expectation and pres- 
sure were heaped on his shoul- 
ders. He had conceded the 
previous rally, in Spain, to S ainz 
on team orders and arrived 
here level on points with his sta- 
ble-mate but behind on wins. 

He had to beat Sainz and had 
to finish. There was no margin 


for error. McRae met the chal- 


lenge with unflinching self-be- 


making light of the 
daunting forests stages, the 
mist and the mud, and gradu- 
ally wearing down what re- 
mained of Sainz's resolve. 

Ail Sainz could do was main- 
tain his own pace in the hope 
that McRae would overstretch 
and come to grief. Early in his 
career he might have done so, 
but not now. McRae, the au- 
thentic champion, has arrived. 

After stepping from his car at 
the victor}’ ramp at Chester 
racecourse, McRae said: “This 
has been our goal and it’s a great 
day not only for me but the 
whole team. This has made it all 
worthwhile. 

“We had that problem with 
the puncture and for a while it 
was looking doubtful, but then 


1 was able to keep up my speed 
and I was always quite confi- 
dent. In some rallies you just 
dick, and this is one of them for 
me . I've been quickest here for 
four years. Two minutes in a 
world championship is a lifetime 
but I wouldn’t let it beat me. 

“Now we’ve done it, we’ve got 
to look ahead. Maybe it will be 
even easier next year, because 
you become more confident 
and Til certainly be as hungry 
to win it flgiin- 
“Hopeftiliy this wfll raise the 
s la Lure of rallying in this coun- 
try, as championships have in 
other sports. I believe rallying 
is on a par with Formula One 
and the attention of media cov- 
erage should be on the same lev- 
el as Formula One.** 

S ainz, twice winner of the 
championship, looked like a 


man who had been dragged 
through the forests of Britain for 
four days. In a sense, he had 
been. “AD season it has been dif- 
ficult for me, especially after in- 
juring my shoulder in a 
mo untain -hike accident and 
having to mks a rally. All I could 


do was try my best and think 
CoHi 


raps Cohn would make a 
he said. “But he got 
a little luck and to win you al- 
ways need that He drove a su- 
perb rally. We tried to the last 
stage, but I always knew ft was 
going to be difficult here.” 
David Richards, bead of the 
Prodrive team that ran the 
Subaru operation, and the man 
who decided Sainz had to win 
the Catalunya Rally for “com- 
mercial reasons,” might have 
felt relief as much as elation. He 
said he did not, but admitted: 


-Tin happy for many reasons, 
and that has to be part of it- But 
I don't want to dwell on that 
“You couldn’t have written 
the script better for us or Col- 
in. This is his first champi- 
onship, but by the looks of it Td 
say it won’t be his last. 

“Colin was quite clearly taking 
risks and Carios knew one mistake 
could hand ft to him but in the end 

it is a vwy special day for Britain.” 
McRae, having regained the 
lead in Tuesday s final singe, re- 
sumed his course yesterday 
morning with utter conviction. 
A 17-second advantage became 
38 in four more leaps of the 
North Wales tracks and the 
contest was effectively over. 
Subaru 's manufacturers' cham- 
pionship triumph was com- 
pleted with Richard Burns 7 
thir d place and Atister McRae 


Le Saux and 


Batty shame 
Blackburn 


Ffflot ball 


Spartak Moscow 
Blackburn Rovers 


Blackburn’s woeful European 
Champions' League campaign 
continued with the dismissal of 
Colin Hendry and a ncar-farci- 
cai fight between Graeme Le 
Saux and David Batty as Spar- 
tak Moscow maintained their 
100 per cent record in Group B 
of the European Champions’ 
League last night. 

Hendry was sent off for a pro- 
fessional foul on Andre 
Tikhonov, but even that was 
overshadowed by the astonish- 
ing incident invoking Lc Saux 
and his England team-mate Bat- 
ty after just four minutes. 

The two players went for the 
same balL clattering into each 
other as it ran into touch. They 
traded insults, moving on to 
pushing and shoving and then the 
full-back appeared to throw a left 
hook into Batty's throaL Tim 
Sherwood, the Blackburn cap- 
tain. came racing in to separate 
them as Le Saux appeared to be 
winding up for another blow. 

Even when they were 40 yards 
apart Le Saux and Batty con- 
tinued to shout at each other and 
the fractious nature of the Black- 
bum dressing room was also in- 
dicated 23 minutes later when 
Hendry and Sherwood squared 
up to each other after the skip- 
per had lost possession and then 
committed a foul 25 yards out. 

The Batty-Le Saux affair 
summed up all that had gone 
wrong for Rovers in their cam- 
paign, but if the lessons need- 
ed to be made dearer they were 
in the shape of the goals from 
Dmitri Alenitchev, Yuri Niki- 
forov and Ramiz Mamedov. 


AJenitchev opened their ac- 
count in the 28th minute. Ilia 
'EambaJar.wbom Harford has ad- 
mitted is a possible £2m target, 
slipped the ball forward toAlen- 
itchev, who cut inside Le Saux 
and rolled the ball borne through 
the legs of Henning Berg as Tim 
Flowers came off his line. 

Their pace was altogether too 
much for Blackburn in the sec- 
ond half and their all-round tal- 
ent was exemplified by Nicky 
Forlove’s goal in the 47th 
minute. The cultured defender 
picked up the ball on the half- 
way line and galloped down the 
right before laying off to Alen- 
itchev, sprinting for the return 
and drilling the ball home. 

Seven minutes later it was 
Mamedov who played the give- 
and-go with Alenitchev, and bis 
finish was just as emphatic. 

Le Saux was then replaced by 
Malty Holmes and Berg was 
booked for a crude lunge on 
Alenitchev. Fourteen minutes 
from time, after Holmes had 
gone close, the humiliation was 


complete when Hendry received 
his marching orders. Substitute 


Vhleri Ketchinov played the ball 
forward. Tikhonov got goal-side 
of the Scottish centre-back and 
when Hendry brought him 
crashing down on the edge of the 
box the Italian referee Pierre 
Luigi Pairetlo had no hesitation 
in showing him the red card. 

“We came here as also-rans 
and it wasn’t easy, but Spartak 
proved they were by far and 
3way the best team in the 
group," Hendry said later. 

Spartak Moscow: CUadcstv: KWesw. Nfefara/, 
Tsmtutar. Mamedov. Vwen lEteOUBAv. 73). Chop 
M>. lUtov. ScTtfTwov flwehraw. CM), Aleniuhev. 
Tfcnonw tMouHwmaakw. 87). 

BfacMram Romra: Hows; henna. Le Sam 
iKctmra. 56).S»wnwod.HaK*y.BeiE.ftpteytSui- 
ton. 78). Batty. Shearer. Newel. VlfcrtiKt. 
Referee: P Paroao (Italy). 



More reports, results, page 31 Tim Sherwood attempts to calm Graeme Le Saux (right) and David Batty in Moscow last night Photograph: Empics 
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ACROSS 

1 Company man. tainted, 
unusually corrupt (12) 


23 Sign for catch brought 
back into harbour (7) 


S Eyeing up General and 
the Confec 


federacy(7) 

9 Pop’s just like that, in a 
tizzy (7) 

1 1 Bellicose lawman s audi- 
ble (7) 

12 Figure prior to the Ger- 
man’s bids (7) 

13 Hint I'm having to work 

at < 5 ) . . , 

14 Cop with a little power 

in trendy division (9) 

16 Gadding forth with aged 
Mafia toss (9) 

19 State’s chief source of 
energy (5) 

21 Wander with tinker 
round Australia (7) 


24 Issues containing clear 
verse forms (7) 

25 Is he likely to employ me 
all the time? (7) 

26 A formula familiar to a 
chemist? (12) 


DOWN 

1 Be fair and explain (5.2) 

2 Curiously one’s inter- 
rupted. shrilly (7) 

3 Reeling, he flings after a 
possible catch? (5-4) 

4 Unfit for game, Italian's 
out (5) 

5 Score according to plan 

(7) 

6 In centre a tramp ap- 
pears to beg (7) 


7 We’re sport for the gods. 

you might say (7.5) 

10 Set adrift as tide changes 
around East (12) 

15 Refuse cash and paper 
that's countefeit (9) 

17 Water carried by red 
mounted gutter (7) 
Focus on sermon { 7) 


18 Focus 

19 Minorca's eccentric in- 
ventor (7) 

20 One European - in 
name, a Spaniard (7) 

22 Increment's right, and it 
mounts up (5) 


Brilliant Goram cannot 
prevent Rangers’ exit 


DAVID MCKINNEY 


Rangers 

Steaua Bucharest 


Events elsewhere decreed that 
Rangers’ efforts last night were 
worthless in terms of qualifying 
for the Iauer stages of the Euro- 
pean Cup. The Scottish champi- 
ons were unable to conjure a 
winner for themselves while at the 
same time they were indebted to 
their goalkeeper. Andy Goram. 
for a series of spectacular saves. 

Ultimately, however. Rangers 
have so far been unable to 
prise a victory from the tough- 
est Champions' League group 
and have been eliminated after 
Borussia Dortmund's astonish- 
ing win in Turin last night, 
which rendered the meeting of 
the German and Scottish cham- 
pions a meaningless exercise. 

The Romanians, as aware of 
the need forvictory as Rangers, 
set out to attack from the start 
forcing Goram into action on 
three occasions within the first 
12 minutes. He came off his line 


to deny Bucurel Hie then pro- 
duced a fine save from Daniel 
Prodon, who wheeled and shot 
from a Marius Lacalus free-kick. 
Goram’s third involvement was 
to push away an angled drive 
from Damian Militant. 

Rangers, inevitably stung by 
the visitors' audacity, looked to 
the mercurial skills of Brian 
Laudrup to provide an opening, 
yet when the Dane freed David 
Robertson on the left Lhe full- 
back's cross lacked conviction 
and then a deep ball from Lau- 
drup found no takers. 

Both sides demonstrated 
more of a willingness to attack 
than they bad when they last 
met in September, and in scor- 
ing in the 32nd minute Rangers 
received a maximum return 
from their big-money men, 
Laudrup and Paul Gascoigne. 
The opening goal was a classic 
Gazza moment. He accepted a 
pass from Laudrup five yards in- 
side the Romanian half, spotted 
a gap through the middle of the 
defence and attacked with a 
vengeance, finishing with a low 
shot past the goalkeeper. 


TWo minutes later Rangers 
were unlucky not to extend 
their lead when the Romanian 
goalkeeper Bogdan Stclea 
saved from Robertson at close 
range, then got up to push 
away a curled shot from the full 
back. From the resultant comer 
Gordan Petrie saw his header 
swept off the line. 

Ally McCoist was denied the 
chance of becoming Rangers' top 
scorer in European competition 
by a flying save from the goal- 
keeper within a minute of the 
restart Scarcely had Rangers re- 
covered from that than they 
found themselves on level terms. 
Die broke through the defence, 
showing a wonderful tum of 
pace, before flicking the bail past 
Goram and into the net off his 
left-hand post Goram produced 
a breathtaking save three minutes 
later to deny Damian Militaru. 


Rangers (3-5-2): Goran; Gougi Brown 
(BoOsn. 75). Petne McLaren, Durrani (MMer. 
h-Q. Qasootfre. McCall (Murray. 66). Robert- 
son; McCoeL Laudrup. 

Steaua Bucharest (4-4-21; States: Fllpes- 
cu. Csh. Dotes. Prodon; MiUtmu (Rosu. 901. 
Bucur. lhe (Nagy, 7SI. Piwu Lacatus (Radu- 
ean. 87i. Viatflou. 

Referee: N Legrtov (Russia). 


Great demand for Euro 96 tickets 


Organisers of the European 


Championship yesterday rc- 
:d that dem 


vealed that demand for tickets 
for England's group matches - 
which will all be played at 
Wembley - has been rapid, 
with 86 per cent of tickets sold. 


A massive surge for tickets is 
expected after the draw for the 
championship finals takes place 
in Birmingham on 17 Decem- 
ber— when England's prospec- 
tive quarter-final and semi-final 
opponents will be revealed. 


England will slay at Wemb- 


ley if they top their group, al- 
though if they finish as 


runners-up. they will play their 
quarler-final at Anfield on 22 
June and semi-final ai Old 
Trafford on 26 June. 
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gave the family a little more to 
be proud of with fourth place 
in his Ford Escort. 

Both McRaes prepared 
themselves for a appropriate 
celebration. Colin had already 
discussed in his car with co-dn- 
ver Derek Rin g er, the matter of 
who would be paying. 

McRae added: “One thing I 
do know, it’s going to be the 
biggest party of all tune.” 

network Q RAC RALLY (Ctestw) Fhn* 


McftWC Wood (GB) Font 52034; SB JWS 
AM* (Bel) Fort SSULii 6 G E£M«D»« 
(GB) RWJW2L07: 7 RMattaW Sts (F o) M«- 
subisM 5:44-04: 8 J KytntehtofA Kapanen (fin) 
Nissan 5:45.19: 9 M KarntekafK Oomjtey 
UaparvGBt Subaru SflU L 1 10 A OWfe'J 
Boybre (Ft) RenaJt 5:50.40. 
FkriMtaiUeiBDVhitifpitetiROl^ 
1 McRae flops; 2 Sara. 85; 3 K ErteatjUSwe) 
48: 4 F Delecour ffri 4ft 6 T MJnmj ffM) 38. 
Cjlacted-SRBuiwtGBliaMte^gqgy 
1 Subaru 350; 2 307; 3 Fate 223. 



McRae’s self-control, page 30 Chanvaj&ie moment tor McRae 


United dose 


gap on leaders 
with a flourish 



PHIL SHAW 


Coventry City 
Manchester United 


Newcastle must be starting to 
feel Manchester United’s hot 
breath on their necks. Last 
night’s four-goal flourish at 
Highfield Road took United’s 
run of unbeaten games against 
Coventry to 13, but far more 
importantly it halved the Pre- 
miership leaders' advantage 
over Alex Ferguson's side to a 
mere three points. 

Interest initially centred on 
the reunion of Eric Cantona and 
Richard Shaw, who was fouled 
by the Frenchman in the pre- 
lude to his kung-fu antics at 
Crystal Palace in January. Shaw, 
malting his home debut, was so 
harassed by Ryan Giggs that the 
pair were seldom within 10 
yards of each other. 

After so long without a win 
- their only three-point haul 
came against Manchester's oth- 
er half in August - Coventry’s 
tentative start was understand- 
able. After surviving pressure in 
which Cantona poked a shot 
wide, they began to respond to 
the promptings of the 38-year- 
old Gordon Strachan and might 
have scored three times is as 
many minutes midway through 
the first half. 

Dion Dublin, like Strachan 
facing his former club, first saw 
Peter Schmeicbel dive full 
length to tip over a 25-yard dri- 
ve. The keeper then had to dash 
from goal to block John Salako's 
angled effort, and was indebt- 
ed to Steve Bruce's goal-line 


clearance after Dublin look aim 
in a crowded six-yard area. 

Having weathered the Sky 
Blues storm, United hit back to- 
tatfp a 2 7th- minute lead after 
Coventry failed to clear a Gig- 
gs corner. Gary Pallister laid the 
ball back to Denis Irwin. lurking 
22 yards out, and the full-back's 
right-footed shot found the net 
like a heat-seeking missile. 

A blunder by Marcus Hall, 
who passed straight to Giggs, led 
to United doubling their ad- 
vantage two minutes into the 
second ball A sublime reverse 
pass by the We lshman - with his 


underused right-foot - picked 
out a perfectly timed run by Bri- 


an McGair. Recalled for the in- 
jured Paul Scholes. McClair 
celebrated by burying a low dri- 
ve from 12 yards. 

Another brilliantly incisive g) 


pas, by the increasingly influ- 
ential Can 


itona, set up the third 


goal shortly before the hour. 
Nick 


licky Butt fell into David Ren- 
nie as he shielded it, causing 
Coventry to hesitate as they ap- 
pealed for a foul. The whistle 
never came, and David Beckham 
capped a performance which 
oozed authority by unleashing a 
diagonal drive past Ogrizovic. 

With 14 minutes remaining, 
McCIair collected his second 
and Llnited’s fourth. Giggs and 
Cantona were inevitably in- 
volved, the latter crossing from 
the left for the unmarked Scot 
to head home. 


CcKcnby CHy (4-4-2): Ogrcoutc; Show. Renee, 
WUiama, Hal; Strachan. fficnotuon. tsaias 
(Cook. 70). SatotaK Ndtexu. Dubhn. Substitutes 
wt used: PtetoBfmg, fflan ($q. 

M a nches t er United 14-4-1-11; smmadwfc G 
Nevus (P Nemle. 48). Bruce (May. 79). Psfftr 
w. Irani; Batthem, Bun (Sharpe. 68). MeCta. 
Qg©: Cantona; Cole. 

Referee: K (Tcnyp3ndyl. 
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The better 
we get. 

The bigger 

we get. 
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By putting the customer first Direct Line has become the largest 
private motor Insurer ever in the UK. In the but year weVe 
not only reduced the cost of insurance for most motorists, we've 
also improved our claims service, in fact 98% of customers 
whoVe had a claim would recommend our service to a friend. 
So. for a better deal, better call Direct Line. 


0181 686 2468 

LONDON 

01412262468 

GLASGOW 


0161 839 2468 

MANCHESTBl 


0113 243 2468 


0121 236 2468 

BIRMINGHAM 




0117 945 2468 

BRISTOL 
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